Text: Proverbs 20:6–12

Title: “Semper Fidelis”
Introduction: The recruiting slogan of our U.S. Marine Corps is “We’re looking for a few good men.” The Marines also have a motto in Latin that states their code of conduct in battle and in their affairs, Semper Fidelis, or “Always faithful.”
In our passage, Solomon came to the realization that—in his kingdom and in life—there were very few men he could genuinely call “faithful” or “dependable.” So, in many ways, Proverbs 20:6 is a statement of fact. In some ways it is a lamentation: “A faithful man who can find?”
· Who can I find?

· Who can I trust?

· Who will be there to help me?

· Will he get the job done?

I.   The Mission 
Our U.S. Marines live by Semper Fi: always faithful! Three hundred military men were recently deployed to Iraq to guard the U. S. embassy there. They have one mission: Semper Fi! You and I have one mission: Semper Fi! Consider with me the mission of a faithful man.

A.   His Mission Is to Be Truthful
Exodus 18:20
Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens:
Psalm 51:6
Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.
B.   His Mission Is to Be Trusted

1.   He can be trusted with secrets.

Proverbs 20:19
He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets: therefore meddle not with him that flattereth with his lips.
2.   He can be trusted in his stewardship.

Matthew 25:14–23
14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods.
15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.
16 Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.
17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.
18 But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money.
19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.
20 And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.
21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
22 He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.
23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.
· He does not waste his opportunities!
· He gives a good rate of return!

· He redeems the time!
· He is prepared to give an account of his stewardship!
· He can be trusted in his service
· He is not filling space!
· He understands that duty never conflicts!

· He is not contentious!

Quote: “I have never met a contentious servant.”—Dr. Paul Chappell

· He is always in his place!

· He starts well and he ends well!

· He gets the job done!

· He gives the glory to God!

· He catches the heart of God and the heart of the leader!

Philippians 2:19–22
19 But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus shortly unto you, that I also may be of good comfort, when I know your state.
20 For I have no man likeminded, who will naturally care for your state.
21 For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ’s.
22 But ye know the proof of him, that, as a son with the father, he hath served with me in the gospel.
3.   He can be trusted in his submission.
1 Chronicles 12:33
Of Zebulun, such as went forth to battle, expert in war, with all instruments of war, fifty thousand, which could keep rank: they were not of double heart.
4.   He can be trusted as a soldier.
2 Timothy 2:3–4
3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.
Illustration: Hudson Taylor
It was a stormy night in Birmingham, England, and Hudson Taylor was to speak at a meeting at the Seven Street schoolroom. His hostess assured him that nobody would attend on such a stormy night, but Taylor insisted on going. “I must go even if there is no one but the doorkeeper.” Less than a dozen people showed up, but the meeting was marked with unusual spiritual power. Half of those present either became missionaries or gave their children as missionaries; and the rest were faithful supporters of the China Inland Mission for years to come.—Wycliffe Handbook of Preaching and Preachers, W. Wiersbe, p. 242
II.   The Morals
There is a second characteristic about a faithful man: his morals. A faithful man who can find? Notice in Proverbs 20:7 how the faithful man is defined by his morals.

Proverbs 20:7
“The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him.”
The just man and the faithful man are one and the same. He is a man of integrity! Integrity and honesty are mandatory traits of a faithful man! Integrity is sorely lacking in all facets of life, and sadly in the ministry as well!

Quote: “The church has grown accustomed to hearing people question the message of the gospel, because to them the message is foolish. But today, the situation is embarrassingly reversed, for now the messenger is suspect.”—Warren Wiersbe, The Integrity Crisis
A.   His Tendency to the Commandments
Proverbs 20:10
Divers weights, and divers measures, both of them are alike abomination to the Lord
Leviticus 19:36
Just balances, just weights, a just ephah, and a just hin, shall ye have: I am the Lord your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt.
The means by which the Jews and other cultures conducted business was through weights, measures and balances. Dishonest people would mess with the scales and balances, or with the weights to take advantage of others. God made it very clear before the Israelites entered the Promised Land that they were to be a people of integrity.

In Egypt, people did shady and dishonest dealings. So, God called dishonesty an abomination! He detested and hated dishonest and fraudulent dealings!

He speaks of people who will take advantage of customers, the government, the church, their place of employment, or their friends. So, a test of a faithful man is measured by his tendency to the commandments.
Do you understand what the commandments are, and do you keep them? The starting point in evaluating a person’s integrity is how well does he or she keep the commandments?
B.   The Tenderness of His Conscience

A second test of a faithful man’s morals is the tenderness of his conscience. In Proverbs 20:8 Solomon uses the example of a king in his authority as a judge. The authority of his presence scatters all evil away. Criminals, riff-raff, and seedy characters know that a just king has zero tolerance for evil. So, dishonesty and immoral behavior is kept to a minimum because of the fear of being caught.

And then in Proverbs 20:11, he tells us that even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be right. Even children know if what they are doing is right or wrong! A faithful man is ingrained with the principle that he is to govern his decisions and actions by a good conscience.

Acts 23:1
And Paul, earnestly beholding the council, said, Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.
Acts 24:16
And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void to offence toward God, and toward men.
When you have a good conscience you are consistent all the time! When you have a good conscience you are judgmental of self instead of judgmental of others.

Proverbs 20:9
Who can say, I have made myself clean, I am pure from my sin?
Faithful men know they are sinners and it is only by God’s grace they are privileged to serve the Lord! Listen to Paul’s estimation of who he was!

1 Timothy 1:12–15
12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;
13 Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.
14 And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.
15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.
C.   The Testimony of His Conviction

Faithful men are marked by the testimony of their convictions. The test of Daniel’s faithfulness occurred when he was transported to Babylon and inducted by the Babylonians into their service.
· Will you quit serving God?

· Will you serve mammon rather than God?
· Will you compromise your behavior?

· Will you be a silent about your witness?

We are told that Daniel “purposed in his heart!” Faithful men have convictions about their beliefs and behavior!

Illustration: From the Diary of John Wesley

· Sunday, A.M., May 5 Preached in St. Anne’s. Was asked not to come back anymore.
· Sunday, P.M., May 5 Preached in St. John’s. Deacons said ‘Get out and stay out.”“
· Sunday, A.M., May 12 Preached in St. Jude’s. Can’t go back there, either.
· Sunday, A.M., May 19 Preached in St. Somebody Else’s. Deacons called special meeting and said I couldn’t return.
· Sunday, P.M., May 19 Preached on street. Kicked off street.
· Sunday, A.M., May 26 Preached in meadow. Chased out of a meadow as a bull was turned loose during service.
· Sunday, A.M., June 2 Preached out at the edge of town. Kicked off the highway.

· Sunday, P.M., June 2 Afternoon, preached in a pasture. Ten thousand people came out to hear me.

III.   The Multiplication
Finally would you consider with me the multiplication of faithful men? He said, “A faithful man who can find?” Faithful men produce faithful men!

A.   Let Us Rear Faithful Descendants 

Proverbs 20:7
The just man walketh in his integrity: his children are blessed after him
His children are blessed after him! How?

1.   The blessing of a reputable name!

2.   The blessing of a righteous nature!

3.   The blessing of a reproduced nation!

This is the only way we can produce future generations of morally decent people!

B.   Let Us Replicate Faithful Disciples

2 Timothy 2:2
And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.
Illustration: Bombing in Beirut

One of the most tragic events during the Reagan Presidency was the Sunday morning terrorist bombing of the Marine barracks in Beirut, in which hundreds of Americans were killed or wounded as they slept. Many of us can still recall the terrible scenes as the dazed survivors worked to dig out their trapped brothers from beneath the rubble.

A few days after the tragedy, I recall coming across an extraordinary story. Marine Corps Commandant Paul X. Kelly visited some of the wounded survivors then in a Frankfurt, Germany hospital. Among them was Corporal Jeffrey Lee Nashton, severely wounded in the incident. Nashton had so many tubes running in and out of his body that a witness said he looked more like a machine than a man; yet he survived.

As Kelly neared him, Nashton, struggling to move and racked with pain, motioned for a piece of paper and a pen. He wrote a brief note and passed it back to the Commandant. On the slip of paper were but two words: Semper Fi the Latin motto of the Marines meaning “forever faithful.”
With those two simple words, Nashton spoke for the millions of Americans who have sacrificed body and limb and their lives for their country, those who have remained faithful.—Children at Risk, J. Dobson & Gary Bauer, Word, 1990, pp. 187-188.
Conclusion: Let us multiply a generation of faithful men!

· Faithful men have a mission!

· Faithful men have morals!

· Faithful men are to be multiplied!
