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Introduction: 

This past Tuesday night I was speaking at a Bible conference in Orange County, and as I walked into the pastor’s office, I saw a picture of five men in army fatigues, kneeling in a camp setting.  The pastor said, “That’s me, in the middle. Some of the others didn’t make it home.”

· In fact more than 50,000 men died in that war alone. Today we pursue to honor fallen peace makers.
Note – Truly, these men and women are not merely peacekeepers because there has normally been no peace existing for sometime before our arrival.

Note – The Bible is a book about peace. There are over 400 mentions of the word, and because the Bible is the Word of God it also records many wars. Each war however is directly attributed to the disobedience and selfishness of man. Today we will see that even in a time of war or trials, it is possible to be a peacemaker. It is possible to have God’s peace.

Quote – “Peace is not the absence of trouble, but the presence of God!”

I. The Person of Peace

Note – No one can experience personal peace apart from God!

Quote – “No God, No Peace.  Know God, Know peace.”

A. God is peace.

Jeremiah 29:11

11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.

Judges 6:24
24 Then Gideon built an altar there unto the LORD, and called it Jehovahshalom: unto this day it is yet in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

B. Jesus is the Prince of Peace.

1. Prophesied

Genesis 3:15
15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

Galatians 4:4

4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

Isaiah 9:6

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

2. Announced

Luke 2:14

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

Note – If men of the 1st century would have received Him, peace would have reigned, but…

Luke 19:14
14 But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us.

Note – Jesus is God’s peacemaker; there is no personal or world peace without Him.

C. Jesus offers three levels of peace.

1. Peace with God – Romans 5:1

Ill – Patrick Henry- “Without this, there is no peace at all.”

2. Peace of God – Philippians 4:7

3. Peace on Earth 

Psalm 72:7

7 In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth.

Ill – In 1922 Britain, France, and the United States agreed to limit naval armaments.  In 1928 Germany joined them in Paris to sign a pact outlawing war! Historians say that there have been over 100 wars since WWII.

II. The Process of Peacemaking

A. Know the Prince of Peace.

James 3: 17-18
17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. 18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.”

B. Resist the enemies of peace.

1. The Lust of the Flesh

James 4:1-4

1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”

Note – Galatians 5:19- Strife is a lust of the flesh.
2. The Sower of Discord

Proverbs 6:16-19

16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.”

C. Yield to the Spirit of peace.

Galatians 5:22
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

Quote – Alfred Holt Colquitt (1824-1894) was a U.S. Senator, the governor of Georgia, as well as being an orator and statesman.  On December 7, 1887, in Washington, Alfred Holt Colquitt remarked at the Evangelical Alliance:

“I believe it is the mission of the ministers today, and of Christian laymen in this land, to go out into the fields and highways and meet the enemies that are seeking to place barriers in the way of Christian civilization- to meet the foe as he comes.

Religion and politics ought to be wedded like a loving pair.  The spirit of our aster, who preached peace, should preside at our diplomatic counsels.  The love of our neighbor and of our friends - these should be the bases, not only of our Christianity and our patriotism but of our daily politics.

I like to hear learned sermons and magnificent discourses- appeals purely to the intellect- abstract and abstruse ideas, and all that.  But looking at the masses of mankind, and reviewing from the standpoint which I occupy, it is clear to me that there is a mission given to every lover of Christ to stand forth as the propagator of that religion which tempers the politics and statesmanship of this country.”

III. The Product of Peace

A. Peace in my heart

Philippians 4:6-7

6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

B. Peace with others

Quote – “If there is war in my heart, we look for the point of difference.  If there is peace in my heart, I look for the point of agreement.”
Note – Sometimes peace with others is hard to find.

Ill – Peace is that luxury between our kid’s bedtime and our bedtime.

Ill – The amazing thing about the man arrested for disturbing the peace is that he found any to disturb.

C. Peace with enemies

Romans 12:18

18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.
Ill – George Washington

Note – One way to be at peace is to pray for them!

Conclusion:

…for they shall be called the children of God.

Ill – Children often reflect the attributes of their parents.

Note – America has become a nation which has defended peace around the world.  The beauty of our soldiers makes us proud of the red, white, and blue.
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