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Introduction: 

Most of us here this morning have probably never heard of Oseolla McCarty. I certainly never knew who she was until a few years ago. You see Oseolla was an 88 year old widow in Mississippi who had dropped out of school after the 7th grade. She worked as a seamstress in relative obscurity until July 26th, 1995 when she walked into her bank, withdrew her “nest egg” of $150,000 and gave it to the University of Southern Mississippi. 

Note – Media frenzy ensued – New York Times interviewed her and Harvard gave her an honorary Humanities degree… why? Because it is rare when anyone handles their money in this way! It is rare when someone:

· Works steadily

· Budgets carefully

· Saves consistently

· Invests wisely

· Gives generously

It is rare when a person prioritizes his or her life around others and around the kingdom of God.
Note – Luke Chapter 12 is really a study in priorities. This chapter shows us why money is difficult to master, and it shows us how to keep God as our main priority.
I. Self’s Allurement with False Priorities – verses 13-18

A. The allurement of sovereignty 

The rich young ruler was not only interested in money – But he didn’t want any worries ever in the future!

Note – He desired to be his own little god.

1 Timothy 6:10

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

Note – Money oversells itself – it cannot bring sovereignty.

Ill – Princess Diana’s estate was settled last week at 11 million… didn’t buy life.
Psalm 39:6

6 Surely every man walketh in a vain show: surely they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them.

Ill – “Do you’re giving while you’re living.”
B. The allurement of satisfaction – verses 18-19

2 Timothy 3:4

4 Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;
Ill – If we are not cautious, each of us can be on a never ending journey for it.

Ill – When I was a little guy I saw a friend go buy a brand new Schwin… “If I could get one of those, I’d never ask for anything again, that would be it!!”

Note – If we’re not careful, that allurement for satisfaction carries over to adulthood.

Ill – ‘It’ for me is doing God’s building from my heart with people I love. ‘It’ was leading John Downy to Christ. ‘It’ was last May (Open House) as people came back in Sunday P.M. “This is it.” ‘It’ for me will be when we gather again on March 20th with our church family.

Note – Nothing materially gives me the satisfaction of doing God’s building from my heart with the people I love!

C. The allurement of self-worth
I see a 3rd false priority – The desire for self-worth.
Note – In this parable, there are 11 personal pronouns.

Note – Money brings a false allurement for self-worth.
Ill – As kids wanting to get picked for a sports team.
Ecclesiastes 5:15-16 teaches that laboring for the temporal is like chasing the wind.

II. Saviour’s Announcement Regarding Priorities – 12:20

A. Saviour’s rebuke – 12:20

Luke 6:24

24 But woe unto you that are rich! For ye have received your consolation.
Mark 8:36

36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?

Ill – Bill Gates – “Church attendance is not wise allocation of my time.”

B. Saviour’s requirement – verse 21

To be rich toward Him (not for salvation)

Matthew. 6:20

20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through and steal:

III. Scriptural Analysis of Priorities

Note – How can we know if we’re living with godly priorities?

A. Am I trusting God with my finances? – verses 22-30

Note – Verse 30 – Your Father knoweth that you have need of these things. (Proverbs 3 – Trust)

Turn – Luke 21:1-4

1And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury.

2 And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites.

3 And he said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all:

4 For all these have of their abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had.

Note - She was trusting God 

Ill – Ted Turner - $1 Billion to U.N….Time Quote – “It was no big deal – it was only 9 months earnings.”

B. Am I seeking His kingdom first? – verse 31
Matthew 6:33

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

Ill – Letter from faithful church member – “I had made up my mind to use my IRS refund for personal things, but we’re using it for the banquet.”

Ill – When a man unites like that He has experienced grace.
Ill – In Revelation, we read of a book no man can open – some believe it’s the check book!

C. Am I placing treasure in His work? 

Note – Heart follows treasure.
Ill – Note: “The banquet is the highlight of the year. It’s the ball, the prom and homecoming all in one. We don’t have to go to banquets, we get to, we love to, we want to, we need to, we pray to, we work to. God uses this time to touch me in a way that only the banquet can. Thank God he has blessed me with a good job so that I can be involved…”
Note – Why is her heart so involved? Because she gives.

Note – The building committee tells me that we need the greatest effort to 

date in order to complete the building this fall. If we all have the attitude of that letter, I believe God will bless.

D. Am I preparing to give an account? – 16:1

Note – Even as the owner said, “Give an account of thy stewardship.” One day we will all give account to God.
Romans 14:10

10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? Or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

Note – The Spiritual man is not focusing on what someone else gives or doesn’t give – He focuses on what Christ would have him to give.
Ill – Every year our books are reviewed by a CPA. Consultants review our building project. Yet, even as we prepare for the accountant, all of us will give an account to Christ for our participation or lack thereof in Christ’s work.
Quote – We exist temporarily through what we take; we live forever through what we give.
Note – May our living today reflect priorities on eternity.

Conclusion:

As we consider our priorities with finances, stewardship, and His kingdom, let us remember His priority for us.
1 Peter 1:18-19

18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

· “Talk” about “worth” – God says I value you so much that I shed my blood for you.

Note – Have you accepted Him? If we have, let us analyze our priorities and live for Him!
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