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Introduction: 

Note – One of the greatest hoaxes in life is that if we had more, we would be more generous. If we won’t trust Him now, we won’t trust Him then. 
Note – This morning we want to learn about a basic concept in Christian Stewardship –  mainly trusting or proving God.

Def – A steward is one who manages the affairs of another. 

Christian stewards acknowledge that God is the owner, and we are the managers.

A faithful Christian steward trusts God with his or her whole heart.

How do we know we are truly trusting God?

I. Prove His Person – verse 5

A. Trust Him personally 

The first step toward proving God is trusting Him as Saviour.

1 John 5:13

13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

Hebrews 13:5

5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.

B. Trust Him entirely

“God can do anything but lie.”

Note – “Lean not to thine own understanding…”
Proverbs 28:26

26 He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool: but whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered.
1. Trust Him with yourself – Romans 12:1

Ill – June 1986, 12 people, no salary, etc. 

2. Trust Him with your possessions – James 1:17

3. Trust Him with your time – Ephesians 5:17

4. Trust Him with your gifts and talents – 1 Peter 4:10

Note – Whether it’s your future, your family, or your finances – “Trust in the Lord.” (God’s grips don’t slip!)

Note – Stewardship is NOT about raising money. It’s about raising Christians to TRUST God. 

II. Prove His Principles – verses 6-8

A. Acknowledge Him for direction – (6-7)

Note – Inclusiveness – in all thy ways.

Jeremiah 10:23

23 O Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps. 

Note – God will not lead you down a wrong path.

Psalm 37:25

25 I have been young, and now am old; yet have I now seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seek begging bread.

B. Reverence Him for protection – verse 8
Note – As we acknowledge God, our health is affected in a positive way.

Note – As we prove His principles, God will direct and protect our lives.

Ill – Acknowledge God!!

III. Prove His Promises – verses 9-10

A. The promise concerning first fruits

Note – God wants to be honored first. Honor the Lord with your substance.

1. Requirement – Honor Him with first fruits

2. Reward – verse 10 – Thy barns filled with plenty

Luke 6:38

38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again. 

Note – We should honor God with the first fruits of our increase (pay-interest).
Ill – 26% of Americans attended church regularly. 2-3% tithe.

B. The promise concerning tithes and offerings

Malachi 3:8-10

8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.

9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

10 Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. 

1. Tithes (8) Bring ye the tithes into the storehouse. Vs. 10 – 10%

Ill – Storehouse was the Temple – Today it is the church.

Note – God’s redemptive agency for mankind is the church. The church is our primary source of influence on a nation that is sick in sin.

1 Corinthians 16:1-2

1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.

2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 
2. Offerings – given by free will as God works through grace.
2 Corinthians 8:7

7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this grace also. 

Note – Giving is an outward expression of an inward growth.
Note – The promise – verse 10 (prove me = trusting) “I will pour out the windows of heaven.
Ill – Shovel (Old Farmer)

Turn – Proverbs 11:24-25

24 There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.

25 The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.

Ill – Lady said to Pastor – “I’m sure glad you said the Lord will provide for our building. For a minute there, I thought you might ask us.”
Philippians 4:19

19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. 

Conclusion:

Pastor – what are you going to do if you don’t win the sweepstakes? Trust Go…Prove God. If we will give and trust God, He will pour out a blessing. 

Quote – J. Vernon McGee – “You’re not truly trusting God till you’re trusting with your pocket book.”
Note – In 1972 I trusted Christ with my soul.
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