Series: Ephesians: Abounding in Christ


 
 
Text: Ephesians 2:19–22
Title: The Growth of the Saints at Ephesus

Introduction: Discovery is an amazing thing. Melinda and I visited one of the Smithsonian Museums on our vacation. Melinda really wanted to see the first MRI machine because a man who attends our church introduced us to the man who built the first MRI. It now belongs to the Smithsonian, but it is not on display at this time. 
Illustration: We picked up some materials, and Melinda was reading about microwave ovens. The material said microwaves are good for transmitting information from one place to another because microwave energy can penetrate haze, light rain and snow, clouds, and smoke. They are even used in radar. A scientist was experimenting with microwaves. He had a chocolate bar in his pocket. When he got close to the microwave signal, the candy bar melted. That gave way to the most widely known use of the microwave—using those waves to heat food.

Paul deals with discovery in our text. Remember what he said in chapter 1:
Ephesians 1:16–18
16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers;
17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:
18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,
Metaphor—a figure of speech in which a term or phrase is applied to something to which it is not literally applicable in order to suggest a resemblance, as in “A mighty fortress is our God.”
Simile—a figure of speech in which two unlike things are explicitly compared, as in “she is like a rose.” It is a comparison using like or as.
Illustration: A man compared his wife to an angel. He said, “My wife is an angel. She’s always up in the air harping about something.”
In our text Paul uses terms that are familiar to builders and carpenters. They are designed to teach us great truths about what it means to be a Christian.

How did Paul use these metaphors in the lives of the Ephesian saints?

I.
A Look at Their Condition—vs. 19

Quote: “God can hit straight licks with crooked sticks.”
2 Corinthians 12:10–12
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.
11 I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing.
12 Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.
A.
The old condition 
Paul often reminds the Ephesians of their past condition. What were they saved out of? What were they like before they were saved?
1.
Strangers

God’s children are not strangers to Him!

What is a stranger? We all have been strangers at one time or another. You probably know the feeling of moving to a new town, being the new kid in school, or the new person on the job—the sense of isolation and loneliness of being a stranger in a strange place. Perhaps you know what it feels like to be a foreigner, a stranger in an alien land, unable to speak the language, unfamiliar with the customs, maybe unable to even handle the currency or get around town.
A stranger is characterized by not knowing much about the place where he is. Strangers are ignorant. We were once ignorant of all that God had to offer us.

Illustration: When humorist Will Rogers was introduced to President Calvin Coolidge at a White House reception, a friend bet Rogers that he would not be able to make “Silent Cal” laugh.

“I’ll get him to laugh inside of twenty seconds,” Rogers replied.

A few minutes later, Will Rogers was taken to the president and introduced. “Mr. Will Rogers, President Coolidge.”
The humorist put out his hand and leaned close to the president. “Ah, excuse me,” he said, “I didn’t quite catch the name.”
President Coolidge laughed. At that moment, Will Rogers and the president of the United States were no longer strangers—and Will Rogers had won his bet.


2.
Foreigners—an alien in a strange land
Born somewhere else. You are no longer a foreigner of Heaven if you have been born again. A foreigner is different from a stranger.
A foreigner may be quite familiar with the country in which he lives—but he is limited. He is an alien. He lives on a passport, and under certain circumstances he can be deported. He lacks the full rights and advantages of a citizen. Many in the church are like foreigners—attending regularly, familiar with the hymns, perhaps even familiar with the Bible and the language of Christianity, but without a genuine saving relationship with Jesus Christ. They are not full citizens of God’s kingdom.
Paul says that we who have come to Christ used to be foreigners and strangers—but no more. Now that we have come to Christ, says Paul, we are no longer foreigners, no longer strangers. We are home.

B.
The new condition

The Holy Spirit uses two terms that are in direct contrast to the terms used to describe the old condition. If we are no longer strangers and foreigners, then what are we?

John 18:36–37
36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.
37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.
1.
Fellow citizens with the saints in His kingdom

We have been given a new citizenship, under a new authority. Citizenship as a U. S. citizen makes one responsible for the laws of the U.S. According to the Bible, there are two spiritual kingdoms, and we are citizens of one or the other. In John 18:36, Jesus said that His government was not like that of earthly governments; His kingship is over the hearts of human beings. But it truly is a kingdom; it exercises authority over people.
When we come into His kingdom, we come under a new Authority, a new King, a new Head. We are no longer under the bondage and power of the other. What a transformation this is!

2.
Of the family of God

John marveled at this truth.
1 John 3:1
Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

Galatians 3:26
For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

Illustration: The story is told of a kingdom long ago. The king was in the throne room, holding council with his advisors, noblemen, and high ministers of state. Suddenly there was a bang and a clatter at the door of the throne room. All eyes turned as the door burst open and a young boy ran into the room.

One of the king’s royal guardsmen tried to stop the boy. “Hold there, lad!” he shouted. “Don’t you know you’re disturbing the council of the king?”
“He’s your king,” laughed the boy, “but he’s my Daddy!” And the boy bounced into the open arms of his father, the king.
A child of the king always outranks any nobleman, advisor, minister, ambassador, or dignitary. That is the position we have with God. That is the access we have to His throne room.
II.
A Look at Their Foundation—vs. 20
The local church and Christianity is not built on a faulty foundation. It was built on a solid foundation, not from superstition.
Illustration: I have been to Salt Lake City and seen the Mormon Tabernacle. I have seen the statue of the angel Moroni on top of that amazing structure. Moroni is the heavenly messenger who purportedly first visited Joseph Smith in 1823. As a mortal named Moroni, he had completed the compilation and writing of the Book of Mormon. He told Joseph Smith where to find golden plates buried near his family home. He then translated what was written on those plates (the Book of Mormon). Eleven men are said to have seen the plates and three of them were relatives of Joseph Smith.
Jesus Christ was seen of hundreds, He lived among us. The apostles were eyewitnesses of His life!

A.
Foundation of the apostles and prophets

We received our doctrine and biblical principles from these apostles and prophets.

2 Peter 1:14–19, 21
14 Knowing that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed me.
15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease to have these things always in remembrance.
16 For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
17 For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy mount.
19 We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts:
21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

B.
Christ as the Chief Cornerstone

To build a building, the builders would search for stones. They would find the best stones that were shaped well for building. They would take those best stones and chisel off rough spots, further shaping them. The best of the stones they would use for the important cornerstone. 

Acts 4:10–11
10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here before you whole.
11 This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.

The cornerstone was the first stone set in the construction of a masonry foundation. It is important since all other stones will be set in reference to this stone, thus determining the position of the entire structure.

Throughout the letter to the Ephesians, everything is “in Christ,” “in him,” “by him,” “through him,” “through his blood,” “by his death,” and so forth. Everything comes to us in Christ. If you do not have Jesus as the cornerstone, you cannot be part of this building.

Jesus Christ was the perfect cornerstone, yet He was rejected of the builders! Paul spoke of this foundation that was given by God Himself.

Galatians 1:13–18
13 For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews’ religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:
14 And profited in the Jews’ religion above many my equals in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers.
15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace,
16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:
17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.
18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. 
1 Corinthians 11:23
For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread:
III.
A Look at Their Structure—vs. 21–22
A.
The local church

This chapter references the local church. Of course, I am not talking about the physical building, but the group of saints who make up the church.

Ephesians 5:23
For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.

Colossians 1:18, 24
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence. {in...: or, among all}
24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church:
The church is made up of imperfect people who are growing together in grace. These people are gifted. They are commissioned to serve and tell others about Christ and how they came to know Him as their personal Saviour. They are to give to finance the Gospel and the work of the ministry. They are to encourage one another. They are to teach the truth of God’s Word. They are to be a lighthouse of the Gospel to the world by sending missionaries!
How can a group of different individuals, with different backgrounds and imperfect personalities be “fitly framed together”?
Illustration: Paul gives us a picture of how God works with us. He is knocking off our rough edges, shaping us up, getting us ready for placement in His eternal dwelling place. He is building a holy temple—a beautiful, magnificent building. We are His building materials, His building blocks. The process of being chipped and smoothed for His service is often painful, but the result is going to be glorious!

B.
The Christian is the temple of God

The local church is made of individual Christians who are, “Builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.”
When the Holy Spirit comes into your life at salvation, you become the very temple of God!

2 Corinthians 6:14–18
14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness?
15 And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?
16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,
18 And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.

You are a temple! How is God’s dwelling place? Are you treating it right? Are you living Holy? Watching things you should not? Taking substances into your temple that you should not? Listening to some things He commands us not to? Are you keeping it clean? Are you a good dwelling place for the Lord?

