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Introduction: If I were to ask you who your greatest enemy is what would you say? If I said, “Who is giving you the greatest amount of difficulty right now,” how would you answer?

This is our final message in the series on “Facing Your Giants” and we will conclude by looking at the giant enemy, Satan.

Note: It is important to acknowledge Satan, not people, as our primary enemy. 

1 Peter 5:8
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

The phrase, walketh about means “to make use of opportunities.”
Yes, as a “roaring lion” Satan seeks to take you, just as he sought to devour Christ.

Psalm 22:13
They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion.
Just as Satan tried to destroy Christ, he attempts to destroy Christians today.

I.
Know Your Enemy

We must not give Satan an advantage over us regarding this matter of who the real battle is waged against.

2 Corinthians 2:10–11
10 To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgive also: for if I forgave any thing, to whom I forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ;
11 Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant of his devices.
We must understand that people really are not the problem. If this is what you believe, Satan has diverted your attention off of the real battle and onto a person. Who is it that we wrestle against?

Ephesians 6:12
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.
A.
Understand who he is

1.
Devil—means “accuser”
Revelation 12:10 tells us that the Devil is the “accuser of the brethren.”
2.
Satan—means “adversary.”
He is the enemy of God.

3.
Tempter—He is continually focused on our demise.
He does not rest in his quest to destroy you.

Matthew 4:3 communicates the story of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. This is the name used of Satan here.

4.
Angel of Light

2 Corinthians 11:14b 
“Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
5.
Murderer, liar, the god of this age.

John 8:44b
He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.
B.
Understand what he can do

Because he is a strong enemy, we must understand what he is capable of doing.

Never underestimate him—he is not compared to a lion and a dragon for no reason.

1.
He is strong.

2.
He is subtle.

Wiles means “cunning, crafty, a strategist.” 
3.
He is determined.


Satan will continually attack you.

4.
He is defeated.

II.
Know Your Commander—vs. 5:13–15
Joshua was looking over the city of Jericho; probably considering what strategy he might employ when he comes in contact with the One who is our Commander in Chief.

Joshua 5:13–15
13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?
14 And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant?
15 And the captain of the LORD’S host said unto Joshua, Loose thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon thou standest is holy. And Joshua did so.
Joshua learned that he was to be serving in the Lord’s army; the Lord wasn’t serving in his.

Illustration: Abraham Lincoln was quoted as saying, “Sir, my concern is not whether God is on our side; my greatest concern is to be on God’s side, for God is always right”
What do we know about the Captain of our Faith?

A.
Trust Him
Hebrews 13:5b
he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
He is not only willing to fight the battle with us, he is willing to fight the battle for us.

2 Chronicles 32:8
With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD our God to help us, and to fight our battles. And the people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.
John 16:33
In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
1.
He is proven.

The Scriptures repeatedly reassure us that He will not, and cannot lose a battle. Even when the situation looks hopeless, He remains victorious.

Isaiah 43:2
When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.
2.
He is powerful.

Psalm 145:13
Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout all generations.
Even a heathen king (Nebuchadnezzar) recognized the dominion of our God.

Daniel 4:3
How great are his signs! and how mighty are his wonders! his kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation.
B.
Submit to Him
If you trust Him, submission is not a problem.

Immediate submission is the training of soldiers. Never is the phrase more true than in a time of battle that, “He who hesitates is lost.”
James 4:7
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.
Victory over the devil comes only after submission to God. It is the key to resisting.

III.
Know Your Position
The position is absolute, immediate submission, without mental deliberation or hesitation.

2 Timothy 2:1, 3–4
1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.
Luke 10:19
Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
