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Text: Genesis 50:20

Title: Nobody Asked Me!
Introduction: What we face in life is out of our control. Who we face it with is not.
Obviously, God has the ability to emphasize whatever He chooses in His Word. I find it interesting that He sums up the creation of the universe with the phrase, “He made the stars also.” Yet, He spends nearly a quarter of the book of Genesis discussing a man, not in the line of Christ, who becomes a beautiful picture of the person of Christ. His name is Joseph. Today, we begin a new series surrounding this man’s incredible life.

We will obviously see a clear theme running all throughout Joseph’s life. It stands out for us above all else. It is that God orchestrated the circumstances, the people, and the events of Joseph’s life in order to accomplish His intended purpose.

Circumstantially, Joseph’s life is a mess. However, providentially, Joseph’s life is perfect.

Today, we will begin with looking at the family into which Joseph was born. It certainly becomes obvious that nobody consulted with Joseph about what kind of life he wanted to live.

Joseph’s life was defined by four significant groups of relationships. How would they have defined yours?

· Paternal relationships
· Potiphar relationships
· Prisoner relationships
· Pharaoh relationships

Joseph’s family could be called a functioning, dysfunctional family.
I.
Joseph’s Parents—not your first choice
Genesis 37:2a 
These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph
A.
His father—Jacob
Jacob’s name means “supplanter.” The literal meaning is “to trip up.” Some have rightly defined this as “trickster.”
He “tripped up” his brother in the matter of his birthright and stole the blessing from his father that was to be given to Esau.

Jacob did know God, however. He met God at Beth-el, “the house of God.” For years he lived a carnal, worldly life. However, the Bible records that when Joseph was born, God did stir up his heart again to return to his home land—the land of God’s promise.

Genesis 30:25
And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, that I may go unto mine own place, and to my country.
B.
His mother—Rachel

She was favored in a home that had many wives. Her own sister, Leah, was first given to Jacob, but he tolerated her only because she provided him with children. 
Rachel—in an attempt to provide additional children to her husband and in an attempt to bring favor to herself and to bring favor away from Leah—gave to Jacob her own handmaid, Bilhah. Leah, later, did the same thing with her handmaid, Zilpah.

Genesis 35:23–26
23 The sons of Leah; Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn, and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Issachar, and Zebulun:
24 The sons of Rachel; Joseph, and Benjamin:
25 And the sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s handmaid; Dan, and Naphtali:
26 And the sons of Zilpah, Leah’s handmaid; Gad, and Asher: these are the sons of Jacob, which were born to him in Padanaram.
II.
Joseph’s Siblings
To begin, understand that Joseph had ten brothers who hated him. Joseph was the son of the favored wife—this was no secret to anyone and caused great envy and jealousy in the home.

Note: One of the things we often recognize is that our children sense a great stability in the home when they know that Dad loves Mom and is protecting her. He does so with his time, his attention, his words, his actions—and one of the most important things—his approval (she shows that he is very pleased with her—who she is and what she does).

A.
Reuben

He is the first-born of Jacob, born to Leah.

His birth was filled with promise. When he was born, his mother exclaimed, “Look, a son!” Certainly Jacob wanted sons.

The firstborn son, for Jacob, was to be his pride and joy. In a patriarchal family he had the right to be the family priest and the right to receive a double portion of the material inheritance. Just as his uncle, Esau, had thrown these things away, Reuben would as well.

All sin is condemned in the Bible. However, there are sins that carry additional consequences. Adultery is one of those sins. God most certainly will forgive the sin of adultery, however, that does not mean that there is the absence of consequence. And the consequences of adultery are significant.

The classic example is David. He committed adultery with Bathsheba and had great consequences.
· His child died.

· His own son, Amnon, committed incest and was murdered by Absalom.

· Absalom rebelled and drove David from Jerusalem and attempted to kill him.
As it was with David, so Absalom committed adultery, but with David’s wives, publicly, openly, shamelessly, on the housetop (where David spied Bathsheba).
The rebellion of Absalom was crushed, but so was a part of David.

· And, to top it off, another of David’s sons, Adonijah, rebelled and this rebellion was led by one of David’s most trusted allies, his general, Joab.

Yes, adultery is consequential.

Genesis 35:19–22
19 And Rachel died, and was buried in the way to Ephrath, which is Bethlehem.
20 And Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: that is the pillar of Rachel’s grave unto this day.
21 And Israel journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the tower of Edar.
22 And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine: and Israel heard it. … 
At a time when Jacob may have naturally gone to Bilhah for comfort after the death of Rachel, the Bible records that Reuben went to her.

Notice that this was not just a sin against the faltering and failing Jacob. This was a sin that is recorded against Israel—the one who was the prince with God and who had power with God.
Genesis 35:22
And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father’s concubine: and Israel heard it.
This sin seems to have been dismissed in just a few lines of Scripture never to be rehearsed again. However, the ax fell at the worst of times. Jacob lay dying and the family was called together for the blessing of the father. Certainly, Reuben was awaiting the primary blessing of his father.

Perhaps the first few words that came from Jacob’s mouth brought renewed hope to Reuben. Listen to how Jacob began:
Genesis 49:1–4
1 And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the last days.
2 Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken unto Israel your father.
3 Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power:
4 Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father’s bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch.
However, after this hopeful beginning, we see the hidden past of Reuben’s life exposed for all of his family, and now all of eternity to see and remember.

4 Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up to thy father’s bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch. (Genesis 49:4, KJV).
B.
Other brothers

Dan was referred to as a serpent.

Naphtali was called a wild deer let loose that can’t be controlled.

Simeon and Levi were simply cruel. They brutally slew all the males in a village and took the women and children as their servants because their sister, Dinah, went out in her curiosity to explore and was lured into an immoral relationship.

Judah is the one who actually worked out the deal to sell his brother, Joseph, to a band of traveling Ishmaelites.

Later, because Judah had not been honest with his daughter-in-law, Tamar, she deceived him and he treated her like a harlot.
III.
Other Relatives
A.
His uncle, Esau

Esau was a carnal, godless man. He had sold his birthright for a bowl of porridge.

B.
His grandfather, Laban

For the most part, Laban was a scoundrel and there was not much he wouldn’t do for money and gain.

Laban was also a committed pagan. We could have easily heard Joseph ask, “What is that, Grandpa?” pointing to a shrine that housed some idol.
“That’s my god.”

IV.
Concluding Thoughts
A.
Circumstances are God’s means of conforming us, and Satan’s means of destroying us. It all depends on who you are allowing to use them.

Who is using circumstances in your life today?

B.
Trusting God with our circumstances means that there are no “yeah-buts.”
A “yeah-but” is saying, “I know God is in control, but…

“God is in control:
Yeah, but why did God allow my parents to divorce?
Yeah, but why did God allow this to happen in my childhood?
Yeah, but why did I unjustly lose my job?
Yeah, but why did my spouse destroy my family?
Yeah, but whatever…”
C.
Trusting God with our circumstances removes us from God’s throne.

Far later in Joseph’s story, he said:
Genesis 50:19b 
am I in the place of God?
Joseph knew there were things that he was not to be consulted on. His family, his circumstances, his injustices, and his life were all used by God.

Job 40:1–14
1 Moreover the LORD answered Job, and said,
2 Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty instruct him? he that reproveth God, let him answer it.
3 Then Job answered the LORD, and said,
4 Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth.
5 Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: yea, twice; but I will proceed no further.
6 Then answered the LORD unto Job out of the whirlwind, and said,
7 Gird up thy loins now like a man: I will demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.
8 Wilt thou also disannul my judgment? wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be righteous?
9 Hast thou an arm like God? or canst thou thunder with a voice like him?
10 Deck thyself now with majesty and excellency; and array thyself with glory and beauty.
11 Cast abroad the rage of thy wrath: and behold every one that is proud, and abase him.
12 Look on every one that is proud, and bring him low; and tread down the wicked in their place.
13 Hide them in the dust together; and bind their faces in secret.
14 Then will I also confess unto thee that thine own right hand can save thee.
Are you putting yourself in the place of God? If you’re continually frustrated with your circumstances, if you are continually referring to your past, if you are constantly focused in that which is beyond your control, you are putting yourself in the place of God. Let’s begin by understanding that God is in control.

Conclusion: Instead of continually asking, “What in the world is happening to me!” Joseph understood an essential truth—that God, not Joseph, was in control.

Job 23:10
But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.
Joseph was about to enter the refiner’s fire. But through it all, he would come forth as pure gold. 

