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Introduction: As Joseph traveled deeper into the heart of Egypt with his Ishmaelite band, he began to see the wonders of this far away land. He saw the great pyramids and the Sphinx which, at the time, were already more than a thousand years old. His great-grandfather, Abraham, had seen them and now he was seeing them himself. He saw the powerful mansions of the wealthy situated next to the mud huts of the poor. 
He was “checked in” at customs as a slave. His receipt was shown to the custom’s official. Soon, he was placed on the block and the bidding began. A man with a discerning eye at the sale that day. Maybe he needed a slave, or was simply “window-shopping” to see if anything was of interest to him. He was the captain of the king’s guard, and he knew men. When this 18 year old slave was placed on the blocks, he saw an air of presence about him. Certainly, if one could move past the look of betrayal that was obvious, this was no ordinary slave. He bid, and he won.

Potiphar soon recognized Joseph’s gifts. He had never known an honest slave, he knew few honest men, and he knew no honest officials, but this fellow Joseph—what a find he was!

Some of the most encouraging words that we will read in the life of Joseph are “and the LORD was with Joseph.”
No matter where we find Joseph, we also find the Lord. 
I.
Joseph’s Management
Genesis 39:2–6
2 And the LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he was in the house of his master the Egyptian.
3 And his master saw that the LORD was with him, and that the LORD made all that he did to prosper in his hand.
4 And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand.
5 And it came to pass from the time that he had made him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; and the blessing of the LORD was upon all that he had in the house, and in the field.
6 And he left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat. And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured.

Like the blessed man of Psalm 1:
Psalm 1:3
And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
Certainly, Joseph would have preferred being at home, but he took what circumstances God had allowed into his life and made the best of them.

Proverbs 22:29
Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men.

In Matthew 25, Jesus taught a parable of three servants whom their master had entrusted with a sum of money. Each servant was given a differing sum of money. Two of the servants were commended because they had been diligent with what they had been given. One was condemned because he did nothing with what he had been given.

The point is, take what you have and use it!

II.
Joseph’s Morality
Genesis 39:7–12
7 And it came to pass after these things, that his master’s wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, Lie with me.
8 But he refused, and said unto his master’s wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand;
9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?
10 And it came to pass, as she spake to Joseph day by day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or to be with her.
11 And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went into the house to do his business; and there was none of the men of the house there within.
12 And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out.

This was an intense, daily struggle for Joseph. The end of verse 6 says, “And Joseph was a goodly person, and well favoured.” That means that he was handsome—good-looking:
· And, he was getting an invitation from one who was his authority.

· And, he was in a foreign country, lost to anyone who would know! 
· And, he was a man built out of the same stuff as any other man.

Our flesh is often willing to trade anything for immediate satisfaction. Our flesh cares nothing about the future, our family, or our conscience. It despises all of those things. All it cares for is immediate satisfaction, much like Potiphar’s wife wanted Joseph.

Our flesh often craves that which it cannot have.

Satan seeks to destroy the Christian’s life any way possible. However, adultery has some specific implications:

· It destroys the proper picture of Christ and the church and the pure love that it demonstrates.

· It breaks the covenant relationship that allows the physical union of a man and wife to be so significant and pleasurable in marriage.

· And so very much more!

What is the progression of adultery?

A.
Adultery begins in the heart
Since adultery is the forsaking of a covenant, we need to also realize that all sin begins in the heart. Therefore, adultery can certainly be committed in more ways than a physical act.

Many today would say, “I’ve never committed adultery and I never will. This doesn’t really apply to me.” However, upon more careful inspection, we may come to different conclusions about our own individual guilt or innocence. Let’s look at what Jesus said:

Matthew 5:27–28
27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:
28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.
B.
Adultery comes from a lack of understanding

Proverbs 6:32
But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul.
It capitalizes on the “lure of the immediate.”
Illustration: Satan uses adultery much like an unprincipled car salesman tries to get you in a car. He says, “What can I do to make this happen today?” “I can make this possible for you right now.” “You deserve this, and another opportunity like this may never come again.” “Just sit down and I’ll get everything ready.” 

Satan never wants you to think about the future, only about “now.” Like the car salesman who wants you to focus on the car rather than the payments, so Satan wants us to think about the pleasure rather than the pain.

I once heard a speaker who wrote out several consequences that would take place if he walked through the door called “Desire:”
· I will grieve the One who redeemed me.

· I will drag His sacred name through the mud.

· I will have to look Jesus in the eye one day and give an account of my life.

· I will inflict untold hurt on my wife, who is my best friend and who has been faithful to me.

· I will lose my wife’s respect, love, and trust.

· I will hurt my beloved children.

· I will destroy my example and credibility.

· I might lose my wife and children forever.

· I will shame my family.

· I will lose my own self-respect.

· I could invoke lifelong shame and embarrassment on myself.

While Satan says, “I can make this possible for you right now” and God seems very restrictive and repressive, the command “Thou shalt not commit adultery” is not a fence to keep you away from something good, but a fence to keep grief, sorrow and shame out so they won’t destroy your life.
C.
Adultery demonstrates a distorted view of love and commitment
The greatest contributor to divorce is not “incompatibility,” but irresponsibility, selfishness, and lack of commitment.

Adultery is the focus on one’s personal pleasure, which is far different from God’s intention for the marriage relationship.

Remember, God keeps His promises. His covenant with us is binding. He cannot break it because He is faithful to Himself. It is based on His character, not ours.

2 Timothy 2:13
If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself.
This is why, even if you have an unfaithful spouse, you can remain faithful to him or her.

D.
What was the key to Joseph’s victory
Joseph had a different understanding of his reality than Potiphar’s wife.

1.
He knew how he would answer.

Genesis 39:9
There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?
The word God here is different than the one used in verse 2.

The one in verse 2 is Jehovah. It is the covenant name of God. While Joseph was going to Egypt as a slave, God was keeping His promise.

The word used in verse 9 is Elohim. It comes from the root word that means “power” or “might.” Joseph knew that, while Potiphar was his boss, God was his ultimate authority. Therefore, he said, “how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?”
David recognized that his sin with Bathsheba was ultimately against God.

Psalm 51:4
Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.
2.
He knew of his audience.

Joseph knew that he and Potiphar’s wife were not the only ones in the house. He practiced the “presence of God” throughout his life. It kept him from sin and was a source of great comfort.

3.
He knew of his authority.

Genesis 39:4
And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he served him: and he made him overseer over his house, and all that he had he put into his hand.

Notice the word hand here. It means “power or strength.” It conveys the idea of authority.

Notice the word also found in verse 8:
Genesis 39:8–9
8 But he refused, and said unto his master’s wife, Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand;
9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?
Neither God, nor Potiphar had granted this authority to Joseph. Joseph knew his limits and clearly recognized that which was off-limits.

III.
Joseph’s Mistreatment
Genesis 39:13–20
13 And it came to pass, when she saw that he had left his garment in her hand, and was fled forth,
14 That she called unto the men of her house, and spake unto them, saying, See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried with a loud voice:
15 And it came to pass, when he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled, and got him out.
16 And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord came home.
17 And she spake unto him according to these words, saying, The Hebrew servant, which thou hast brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me:
18 And it came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with me, and fled out.
19 And it came to pass, when his master heard the words of his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, After this manner did thy servant to me; that his wrath was kindled.
20 And Joseph’s master took him, and put him into the prison, a place where the king’s prisoners were bound: and he was there in the prison.

Just as God was working out His perfect plan when Joseph was sold into slavery, so God continued to use the sinful choices of others to bring about His perfect plan. No, God did not “make” Potiphar’s wife sin to get Joseph into prison. But He certainly was using it.

Had God left Joseph in Potiphar’s house, His covenant plan would not have come to pass as we will soon see unfold. Even as Joseph moves from the pit, to Potiphar, and now to prison, God remains in control and He meant it for good.

Conclusion: Remember, the circumstances of life may be the result of someone else’s sinful choices, but God wants to use them for your good!

Genesis 39:21a
But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy
