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Introduction: We remember that Joseph is a picture for us of the Lord Jesus Christ. Joseph was about to enter a period of time of great importance. And, this time of learning and “schooling” would last for years. It was the “school of affliction.” Joseph, as an early and accurate picture of Christ, begins to paint an even clearer picture for us today.

Speaking of Christ, Hebrews tells us:

Hebrews 5:8
Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered;
What did Joseph learn in the school of affliction?/Here are five lessons Joseph learned in the school of affliction:
I.
He Learned That God’s Delays Are Not God’s Denials
Genesis 40:1–4
1 And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of the king of Egypt and his baker had offended their lord the king of Egypt.
2 And Pharaoh was wroth against two of his officers, against the chief of the butlers, and against the chief of the bakers.
3 And he put them in ward in the house of the captain of the guard, into the prison, the place where Joseph was bound.
4 And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them, and he served them: and they continued a season in ward.
Joseph interpreted the dreams of the baker and butler, and they came to pass.

Genesis 40:21–23
21 And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand:
22 But he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them.
23 Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him.
God delays on purpose. This is a mental quandary to us. We often wonder why others receive the blessings that we so desperately need. Our faith is then what sustains us and gives us hope.

Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones used to say, “It’s tragic when a person succeeds before he is ready for it.” God knew that Joseph was still in the refiner’s fire—the school of affliction—for a purpose. God was working all things together for his good.

Joseph was learning the realities of the Psalmist’s prayer that was oft repeated and could as easily have been heard from Joseph’s lips as David’s.

Psalm 25:5
Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.

Psalm 25:21
Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee.

Psalm 27:14
Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.

Psalm 37:7
Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.

Psalm 37:9
For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth.

Psalm 37:34
Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it.

Psalm 38:15
For in thee, O LORD, do I hope: thou wilt hear, O Lord my God.

Psalm 59:9
Because of his strength will I wait upon thee: for God is my defence.

Psalm 62:5
My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him.
Just as Joseph was learning in the prison, while God often delays, His plans are not disturbed. Certainly, just as in Joseph’s ear, Satan whispers in your ears the words, “Now what about your God? What kind of God would reward integrity and righteousness and moral purity with prison!”
The answer with which we must respond is: “For I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day” (2 Timothy 1:12b).

II.
He Learned That God Doesn’t Depart When You’re in the Dungeon
Genesis 39:21
But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.
When the Lord says, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee,” (Hebrews 13:5) it includes your most challenging times of life.

Remember, outward prosperity is no test of God’s presence.

So quickly we say, “God’s been good” when circumstances are no single indication of God’s blessing or lack thereof.

Knowing that it was God that sent Joseph to Egypt, why should we expect that He would leave him?

Consider Psalm 105. Notice the focus on the word He showing that God was in fact in control.

Psalms 105:17–19
17 He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant:
18 Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron:
19 Until the time that his word came: the word of the LORD tried him.

The word tried means “refined.” God had not left him alone in the dungeon. He was there with him, refining him for future service.

Even in the prison, Joseph’s education was growing and deepening exponentially.

Romans 5:3–4
3 And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;
4 And patience, experience; and experience, hope:
What does this “school of affliction” teach me according to Romans 5:3–4?

· Tribulation = patience; endurance, steadfastness, perseverance
· Patience = experience; character that has been tried and proven

· Experience = hope; confident expectation that God will work this for good

Psalm 42:5
Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his countenance.
Countenance = presence

In the prison, Joseph learned that God’s presence was to be preferred to a prosperous course in life.

If you could have said to Joseph, “You can have freedom from prison, but you cannot have God’s presence,” how do you think he would respond?

I think he would have responded as did David and his prayer would have been:

Psalm 51:11
Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.

III.
He Learned That As He Was Granted Mercy, He Too Could Be the Giver of the Same
Soon, Joseph would be one of the most powerful men in the world.

Genesis 39:21–23
21 But the LORD was with Joseph, and shewed him mercy, and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the prison.
22 And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the prisoners that were in the prison; and whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it.
23 The keeper of the prison looked not to any thing that was under his hand; because the LORD was with him, and that which he did, the LORD made it to prosper.
Illustration: A mother once approached Napoleon seeking a pardon for her son. The emperor replied that the young man had committed a certain offense twice and justice demanded death. 

“But I don’t ask for justice,” the mother explained. “I plead for mercy.” 

“But your son does not deserve mercy,” Napoleon replied. 

“Sir,” the woman cried, “it would not be mercy if he deserved it, and mercy is all I ask for.” 

“Well, then,” the emperor said, “I will have mercy.” And he spared the woman’s son.

IV.
He Learned That Glory Belongs To God
Genesis 40:8
And they said unto him, We have dreamed a dream, and there is no interpreter of it. And Joseph said unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God? tell me them, I pray you.
This ability was God’s, not Joseph’s. Had he not learned this in prison, he may not have been able to interpret Pharaoh’s dream.

Joseph’s focus on God was part of the secret of his ultimate success.

Genesis 41:15–16
15 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it.
16 And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.
V.
He Learned To Leave His Confidence in God
Genesis 40:14
But think on me when it shall be well with thee, and shew kindness, I pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house:
While it may have been appropriate for Joseph to ask the butler to remember him, ultimately it would be God—not the butler—that would deliver him.

Genesis 40:21–23
21 And he restored the chief butler unto his butlership again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand:
22 But he hanged the chief baker: as Joseph had interpreted to them.
23 Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him.

If your confidence is in men, your life will be fertile ground for disappointment and eventual bitterness. Regrettably, many have looked to pastors to be their “confidence” and, too many pastors have set themselves up as the ones to whom all people are to look.

Psalm 118:8
It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.
Joseph’s ultimate understanding was that men had failed him repeatedly. Yet, his life was not filled with bitterness or regret. He did not daily rehearse the injustices done to him. He patiently rested in the One in whom his confidence remained unshaken.

Micah 7:7–8
7 Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me.
8 Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light unto me.

Conclusion:
2 Corinthians 4:17–18
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.


