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Introduction: Why had God waited so long? In part, we can say, “Only God knows.” Yet, God does give us some insight into why He waits.

Joseph had been forgotten by his brothers, by Potiphar, by the butler, and apparently by all—but not by God. God had simply been waiting, with purpose, for His perfect time.

Could Joseph have ever suspected as he pillowed his head that night that, in some plush, regal palace, the Pharaoh was dreaming a pair of dreams that would change Joseph’s future, end his suffering, and begin his exaltation?

Let’s review what happened in his life:

· Joseph had a dream that God was going to use him as a leader (Genesis 37:1-11).

· Joseph’s brothers hated him, threw him in a pit, and sold him as a slave (Genesis 37:12-36).

· As a slave, he was accused of attempting to seduce Potiphar’s wife and ended up in prison, (Genesis 39:1-20).

It is out of suffering that God advances His own.

To prepare a person for such an administrative position of power, men would send their best and brightest to Princeton, but God, in His wisdom sent Joseph to prison.

Illustration: William Cowper is broadly recognized as the pioneer of England’s literary awakening. He was no stranger to suffering.

· He was a frail, shuddering bundle of nerves. He had a pinched face and constantly swollen eyes from chronic inflammation. 
· He attempted, at one point, to end his own life. 
· He spent time in a lunatic asylum where contempt and cruelty were the order of the day.

· Yet, out of all those sufferings, God fashioned the grand vizier of English letters. It was William Cowper who wrote:

God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform;
He plants His footsteps in the sea
And rides upon the storm.

Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never failing skill,
He treasures up His bright designs
And works His sovereign will.

Now, the years of adversity were finished, and the years of advancement had come.
I.
The Providential Ways of God
Genesis 40:23; 41:1
23 Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgat him.
1 And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed...
While the butler may have forgotten Joseph, God had not. When Joseph interpreted the dreams of the butler and baker, he had probably been in prison for at least 5 years, more likely 10 years, and possibly up to 13 years. Yet God was preparing all things for Joseph’s eventual good.

What would have happened if Joseph had been released two years earlier?

He would have been returned to the one that owned him—Potiphar. Then, he most likely would have been sold again and lost to Pharaoh.

God had prepared the butler for the right time, and now he was preparing the king.

Genesis 41:1–8
1 And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he stood by the river.
2 And, behold, there came up out of the river seven well favoured kine and fatfleshed; and they fed in a meadow.
3 And, behold, seven other kine came up after them out of the river, ill favoured and leanfleshed; and stood by the other kine upon the brink of the river.
4 And the ill favoured and leanfleshed kine did eat up the seven well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 5 And he slept and dreamed the second time: and, behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, rank and good.
6 And, behold, seven thin ears and blasted with the east wind sprung up after them.
7 And the seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream.
8 And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh.
God’s plans now begin to take shape. The magicians of Pharaoh’s court called upon their gods and incantations. They would have called upon the Egyptian god, Thot—the god of all mystical arts. The god that could make all other gods afraid. It was he who was believed to know all the mystical names of the other gods and with the right incantations and prayers, one could subdue and control the other gods of Egypt. 
But, God had other plans. It was with embarrassment that Pharaoh’s counselors must admit, Thot is silent and the Pharaoh must seek his answer from some other source.

Now, he is left to ask the question, “Who can interpret this dream?”
Standing near Pharaoh’s throne was a high official of the court—Joseph’s old friend, the butler.

Genesis 41:9-12
9 Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I do remember my faults this day:
10 Pharaoh was wroth with his servants, and put me in ward in the captain of the guard’s house, both me and the chief baker:
11 And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed each man according to the interpretation of his dream.
12 And there was there with us a young man, an Hebrew, servant to the captain of the guard; and we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams; to each man according to his dream he did interpret.
After two years of forgetfulness, the butler says, “There is a young man in prison, sent there by the captain of the guard. He interpreted my dream.”
What a testimony we see here to the perfect timing of God. It has often been said, “He is seldom early, and never late!”
Yes, for Joseph, when the fullness of time had come, God sent Joseph out of prison to perform His perfect will. Yes, Joseph, like Jesus, came forth “when the fullness of time was come.” Remember, “…the Lord wait[s], that he may be gracious….”
While we couldn’t easily see the providential ways of God earlier in Joseph’s life, from this point on, it is all we can see.

II.
The Perfect Wisdom of God
Genesis 41:14–16
14 Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh.
15 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it.
16 And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.
Certainly, Satan must have whispered in Joseph’s ear, “Don’t blow it. Be careful what you say. This is your opportunity.”
The temptation for Joseph to look out for himself at this point must have been incredible, but notice his words when asked to interpret the dream.

Genesis 41:15–16
15 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and I have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand a dream to interpret it.
16 And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, It is not in me: God shall give Pharaoh an answer of peace.
Not only did Joseph claim that he personally had no ability to do what Pharaoh had called upon him to do, he also gave a direct insult to Pharaoh. You see, the Pharaoh himself was counted as a god. Joseph’s statement insinuated that if Pharaoh were truly a god, then he could himself interpret the dream—bold statement for a long-time prisoner in the presence of the one who could as easily take his life as he could spare it.

I also find it quite interesting that the perfect wisdom of God used the very natural events of mankind to bring about the supernatural workings of God.

God used a man’s dream. He used a woman’s lies. He used a brother’s envy. He used a butler’s forgetfulness. Rarely, does God use grand, miraculous displays of power.

John Phillips said: “God usually brings His purposes to pass by such normal and natural means that only the eye of faith can see that He has been at work at all.”
Hebrews 11:6a
But without faith it is impossible to please him
It is only by faith that we see the wisdom of God. Apart from faith, it all appears to be foolishness.

1 Corinthians 3:19a 
For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God
Regrettably, even many religious institutions deny the eye of faith. 
On January 6, 2011, Pope Benedict said, “God’s mind was behind complex scientific theories such as the Big Bang, and Christians should reject the idea that the universe came into being by accident.”
A Reuters news article went on to say:

“Benedict and his predecessor John Paul have been trying to shed the Church’s image of being anti-science, a label that stuck when it condemned Galileo for teaching that the earth revolves around the sun, challenging the words of the Bible.

“Galileo was rehabilitated and the Church now also accepts evolution as a scientific theory and sees no reason why God could not have used a natural evolutionary process in the forming of the human species.

“The Catholic Church no longer teaches creationism—the belief that God created the world in six days as described in the Bible—and says that the account in the book of Genesis is an allegory for the way God created the world.”
Remember, “…without faith it is impossible to please God….”
III.
The Plain Will of God

Genesis 41:25–28
25 And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pharaoh is one: God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do.
26 The seven good kine are seven years; and the seven good ears are seven years: the dream is one.
27 And the seven thin and ill favoured kine that came up after them are seven years; and the seven empty ears blasted with the east wind shall be seven years of famine.
28 This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh: What God is about to do he sheweth unto Pharaoh.
God had revealed to Joseph, and now to Pharaoh, what He was about to do.

Just as God had planned for Joseph to learn through suffering, God’s plan was now to exalt Joseph.

Just a few short hours ago, Joseph had been carrying out his duties faithfully in the prison, when he heard the rattle of the barred prison doors, saw the entourage of the kings officials enter, heard his name mentioned, and watched as they came walking quickly toward him.

They shaved him, changed his clothes, and carried him off to stand before the most powerful man on earth.

Now, Joseph reveals to Pharaoh the plans that God had been pleased to reveal to him.

Then, Joseph gives Pharaoh a little lesson in economics. He selflessly advised the king to appoint a man with wisdom and discretion over the land of Egypt.

Genesis 41:37–44
37 And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants.
38 And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God is?
39 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet and wise as thou art:
40 Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the throne will I be greater than thou.
41 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt.
42 And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and put it upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck;
43 And he made him to ride in the second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the knee: and he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt.
44 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and without thee shall no man lift up his hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.
Yes, it was the plain will of God to present Joseph to Pharaoh at this specific time. Now, it was also the plain will of God to promote Joseph through Pharaoh at this special time.

Joseph is now the grand vizier of Egypt. He has the power and authority of the king. Earlier this power may have consumed him, but not now. Now, Joseph has been fully prepared, there is nothing lacking, and he can walk right into one of the most challenging rolls that a man could have possibly faced. God knew what He was doing.
Imagine with me for a moment about the remainder of this day. Isn’t it possible that Pharaoh may have said, “Joseph, let’s go for a ride. Where would you like to go?”
· To the prison—the keeper there was kind to me.

· Potiphar’s house—I’d like my name cleared with the other servants.

· Can you imagine supper that evening as Potiphar got home?

Conclusion: God had now brought Joseph to the point where adversity would not stumble him, and advancement would not spoil him.

Yes, God had waited, but not in vain.

Isaiah 30:18
And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you… blessed are all they that wait for him.
