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Text: Genesis 45:4

Title: The First Book of Revelation
Introduction: The Book of the Revelation is one where mystery and the hidden things are revealed to John. It is a story of how wrongs are made right. It is the ultimate picture of justice. The final chapters in Genesis are also ones of great revelation.
There are times when people are revealed for what they really are. We may have some indication, but trials—and often time treasures—reveal the real person.
The work of bringing Joseph’s brothers to a place of true repentance had been accomplished. Now, they were prepared to see him for who he truly was.
I.
The Revelation of His Person
Genesis 45:1–3
1 Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause every man to go out from me. And there stood no man with him, while Joseph made himself known unto his brethren.
2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house of Pharaoh heard.
3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him; for they were troubled at his presence.
What a simple statement. “I am Joseph.” Yet, it was as powerful as it was simple.
Prior to this revelation, they had known him as Zaph-naath-panea, the fierce and terrible ruler of Egypt. Now, they knew him as Joseph, the beloved child of his father.
They did not recognize him previously, their eyes had been blinded. But now they could clearly see the one that they had feared. Now, they would see him as he was.
Many centuries later, a fiery Jew was on his way to Damascus. There was a blasphemous sect of people that were claiming that a man Who had died was living. This must be dealt with, and Saul was the man to deal with it.
Then came a blinding light. The obvious question, “Who art thou?” The simple and even more powerful answer? In similar fashion to Joseph’s statement, the Apostle Paul heard the words, “I am Jesus.”
Like Paul on the road to Damascus, the Bible records that Joseph’s brothers were “troubled” at this revelation.
They had sold Joseph for 20 pieces of silver. They had despised him, rejected him, and had tried to forget him. Now, they were face to face with him. This was a troubling revelation. They had fallen into the hands of the one they had wronged, and he held their very lives in his hands.
When a person finally realizes Who Jesus is, what they have done, and what He is able to do, they too, become convinced of three things.
John 16:8
And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:
II.
The Revelation of His Purposes
A.
To pardon
Genesis 45:4–5
4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt.
5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life.
Joseph did not mention their sin to parade it; he pronounced it so that he might pardon it.
You sold ... God sent. This does not mean that his brothers suffered no consequence for their wrong actions. Certainly they did. Yet, God used their sin to bring about His perfect will and purpose.
Joseph reiterates this later on in what is one of the most well known passages of Scripture relating to this story. It happened when their father died:

Genesis 50:15–21
15 And when Joseph’s brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him.
16 And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did command before he died, saying,
17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him.
18 And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants.
19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God?
20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.
21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.
The greatest revelation of God’s purposes was Calvary. God overruled in the wicked actions of men so that even “the wrath of man” would bring praise to Him.

While those who crucified Him were judged, God used it for the praise of His glory.

B.
To provide
Genesis 45:6–12
6 For these two years hath the famine been in the land: and yet there are five years, in the which there shall neither be earing nor harvest.
7 And God sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.
8 So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.
9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not:
10 And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy children’s children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast:
11 And there will I nourish thee; for yet there are five years of famine; lest thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast, come to poverty.
12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you.
Again, the purpose is restoration and provision.
Joseph would send his brothers back to their father where they would have true restoration. For years, they had existed in the presence of their father, but not in fellowship with him. They had wronged him and were living, practically speaking, estranged. Now, they had a message from his son. Joseph sent them back forgiven, restored, and with a message that they were to carry in Joseph’s name.
How is it that we pray to the Father? We do so in the name of His Son.
C. 
To praise
Genesis 45:13
And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen; and ye shall haste and bring down my father hither.
There are few places in Scripture that would provide a more beautiful picture of worship than we have before us here. Joseph says, “Tell my father of all my glory.”
Can you imagine what they might have said when they returned home to their father:
· Father, Joseph is living. 
· He is lord of all the land.
· He is loaded and wants to care for us all.
· He is longing to have us with him.
Can we understand that Jesus desires for us to remember Him before the Father as well; that we would go to God and speak of the glory of His Son.
Of course, to enjoy worship, we must first be in proper fellowship. This was the first purpose of Joseph all along. 
D.
To be personal

Genesis 45:14–15
14 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck, and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck.
15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his brethren talked with him.
Joseph wept with them, he called them near to him, he kissed them, and he spoke kindly to them. Joseph, in every way, shape, and form was speaking to them in ways where we could see mercy and truth coming together.
Psalm 85:10
Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Now, understand that Joseph was vested with all the power of the earth, yet what he has been working toward was a personal relationship with his brethren. He longed for them to know him as more than just the lord of the land. He wanted them to know more than his official name; he wanted them to know his personal name—Joseph, brother.

And, he wanted now to know all of the trivial details of their lives.
How much like God this is to desire to know the details of our everyday lives. These details may have meant nothing to any other person in all of Egypt, but they meant everything to Joseph. He wanted to hear it all.
Does God desire to know about the late plane, or the unexpected bill, or the new friend, or the desire for a car, or the hurt feelings, or the disappointed child? We assume that He’s interested in the need for a job, or the wayward child, or the report of cancer, or the lost neighbor. But in reality, He wants to hear about it all.
III.
The Resources of Joseph
Genesis 45:16–20
16 And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh’s house, saying, Joseph’s brethren are come: and it pleased Pharaoh well, and his servants.
17 And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy brethren, This do ye; lade your beasts, and go, get you unto the land of Canaan;
18 And take your father and your households, and come unto me: and I will give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land.
19 Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take you wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and come.
20 Also regard not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is yours.
Joseph’s resources were directly connected to the throne - they were all available at his disposal. What Joseph graciously promised to His brothers, Pharaoh officially decreed to be so.

Jesus Himself said:

John 16:26–27
26 At that day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you:
27 For the Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have believed that I came out from God.
Notice the phrase “regard not your stuff” in verse 20. Pharaoh was saying, don’t worry about your things, I’ve got all you need.

Joseph not only provided for their physical needs (food), he provided for their personal needs (clothes) as well.
In the Bible, we learn that God is going to clothe us Himself in garments of white. It speaks of that which He has done on our behalf in ways that we could never provide for ourselves.

Isaiah 61:10
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.
Conclusion:
Genesis 45:24
So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he said unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way.
Joseph is now sending them on a mission. He wants them to return to bring their father to him. The journey will be long, the temptations will be real, but his provision is more than sufficient. He reminds them, “fall not out by the way.” 
Today, our reminder is the same. Jesus has well provisioned us for all that we stand in need of. If we are lacking, He will readily supply. He has all we need (remember, He’s loaded). So, He reminds us as well to “fall not out by the way.” 
Where are you today? Have you been restored to your Father in Heaven? Or, are you still living with the guilt that you have brought upon yourself because of your sin. Jesus has been patiently orchestrating the circumstances of your life to bring you to a point of restoration. He longs for fellowship with you. Are you ready to be restored?
