Text: Luke 16:1–15

Title: The Unjust Steward

Introduction: The parable of the unjust steward teaches us about stewardship. Here was a man who had mismanaged his stewardship. He was being fired. So he decided that he would make sure that when he was fired, he would have somewhere to live.

So before he closed up shop, he got the list of the names of those who owed money to his master, and he went to them and worked out a deal with them. It sounded like a good deal to the people who had borrowed money, and he made friends with them. Jesus commended this man because he acted for “then” not “now.”
You see the people of this world are concerned for those few years when they will retire, and that is not totally wrong if we do not go overboard with it. But God’s people have an eternal future.
1 Peter 1:4
To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you.
Our future is not here, and we have a heavenly Father who has promised to care for us here. The place where we really should be laying up reserves and making friends for the future is in Heaven.

One day, we are going to give an account of our stewardship. How have we managed the resources that have come to us?

We are going to give an account for our time. We have a limited amount of time and Scripture tells us to number, not our years, but our days. People tell me all the time, “I do not have time to do this or that.” It is never a question of time, it is question of priorities. If we were honest we would say it is not that I do not have time to read the Bible or go soulwinning, but it is not a priority in my time. People always contrive to do what is a priority to them.

We are going to give account for our talents, so we must not hide them. Woe be to those who God has given musical or speaking ability but hide it behind shyness or laziness.

We are going to give account for our influence. We all have influence. How do we use it?

We are going to give an account of our treasure. That is really what this parable is about. The influential people of Jesus day were the rich people. The Pharisees were covetous. They were lovers of money. The greek word for covetous here is the word philargurus. In first Timothy six it was translated “the love of money.”
This story is to teach us the wise investment of our money. Let’s look at four principles from this parable:
I.
Money Is a Trust—money is loaned not owned (v. 12)
Jesus told another story in Luke 12 about a rich farmer.

Luke 12:18–19
18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.
19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.
The first law of stewardship is to quit looking at money and things as “my goods” and “my fruits.”
We have nothing that the Lord has not given us. We are like the man in this story. We are simply stewards, we are looking after someone else’s property and goods which have been put in our hands to manage.

When I go to the bank, the teller may have a wad of bills that she manages—but none of it is hers. At the end of the day she must give an account of what has come in and what has gone out. She is responsible for it, but she does not own it.

The house you live in, the car you drive, the salary you draw, none of it is truly yours. It is a trust.

II.
Money Should Be Transferred—Money should be transmuted into better eternal investments (v. 9)
We should transfer our money to a safe eternal investment.

Matthew 6:19–21
19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal:
20 But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:
21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.
James 5:1–6
1 Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you.
2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten.
3 Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.
4 Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.
5 Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter.
6 Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you.

Remember, a rich man is one who has more than food and raiment.

Illustration: Suppose the United States decided to convert all its currency into British pounds. After that took place, all US currency would be worthless. Nobody would know when this changeover would happen, so what would be the wise thing to do? Turn your money into pounds and keep only enough to live on day by day. One day all of our treasures that we have left when we die will be lost—all that we have spent on our luxuries will be lost. Only that which we have converted to heavenly treasure will be left.

Illustration: I heard about a very rich man who lost a great deal of money in the recent downturn. He made a remark to a preacher, “I wish I had given what I lost to missions and to the Lord’s cause. Now I have lost it.”
Philippians 4:17
Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account.
You see, what we use as extra upon ourselves, we lose, but what we invest in souls, we transfer.

III.
Money Is a Test (v. 10)
Money is a test of our future reward (vv. 11–12).
Jesus calls money “little, or the least.”
Illustration: What are you willing to do for ten million dollars? This was a question asked in a poll back in 1991. The people were given several options and then instructed to indicate all that they would be willing to do. Here were the results:

25% would abandon their entire family.

25% would abandon their church.

23% would become prostitutes for a week or more.

16% would give up their American citizenship.

16% would leave their spouse.

10% would withhold testimony and let a murderer go free.

7% would kill a stranger.

3% would put their children up for adoption.

This poll revealed that two-thirds (66%) agreed to at least one of these, and some to several (James Patterson and Peter Kim, The Day America Told the Truth, 1991).
What would you do for money? Jesus called money “the least.” Do you imagine most people in this world would refer to money as the “the least”?
Let me ask a question? When you and I are about to make a decision, is money the “least” of the considerations, or is it the chief consideration?

In Luke 16:11, Jesus said, “If therefore ye have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?”
What does He mean by “true riches”? I believe He’s talking about the Gospel. As a disciple—a follower—if you and I are going to squander our resources on ourselves and our pleasures, why would the Lord entrust us to “the pearl of great price”?
The test of money reveals two things:

1. It reveals our faith.

Do we really believe all this? Do I really believe that God can take care of me when I am old? Or is my Christianity an ace in the hole, just in case.
True faith is believing God! It is walking by His Word, not by what we can see!

What is the test of true faith? Well, there are many, but one sure one is where we are investing our money!

2. It is a test of our true wisdom.

Psalm 90:10, 12
10 The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.
12 So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.

I recently read the biography of Dr. Lee Roberson. Highland Park Baptist Church was an aristocratic church when he went there in 1942. But people began to be saved. There were people there who had money who began to invest their money in that great work. Preachers began to be sent out, missionaries were called and sent out, and BIMI was started. Buildings were built, and the work multiplied.
Somebody says, “Oh, what a reward Lee Roberson will get in Heaven.” Yes, but what a reward all those people who did not have the gifts and calling of Lee Roberson will have because they were wise enough to invest in what God was doing in this world to prepare men and women for the other side.

IV. Money Is a Testimony (vv. 16:13–15)

You can’t serve both money and God. There cannot be divided allegiance. A man cannot live for two worlds. Jesus knew that a man cannot have everything he wants in this life and serve the God who said, “For what shall it profit a man if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36)
People say, “You cannot take it with you.” Oh yes, you can—if you invest it in eternal dividends.

Why did Jesus commend this unjust steward? Because he invested in his future. That was all the future he had. But we who are Christians have an eternal future. When we get to Heaven, what friends will we have made?

Only those we have helped to lead to Christ!

Are you seeking to win souls to Christ? Do you spend any time praying and actively seeking to lead someone else to Christ? Suppose you were offered a thousand dollars for every soul you led to Christ. Would you work at it? Would you attend a soulwinning class and then begin to practice it? Would you come out on a Saturday?
Obviously, from what Jesus said in verse 13, every person has to choose whether they will serve God, or serve themselves by serving money. To determine how much you are serving money, ask yourself what weight money has in the decisions you make. When deciding whether to do something, is money the main thing you consider?

Would you turn down a more lucrative job offer unless you believed God was leading you to accept that job? Or, would you make an automatic, no-brainer decision simply because the job offered more money?
A.
Money is a poor god

Money is a tool. It can be used for the Lord, or it can be used for baser things.

The same $50 that buys some food to feed a hungry man, can also buy liquor that destroys and eats the life out of a man.

B.
Money is also a poor provider

Money cannot supply the most important things in life.

Money may buy companionship, but it cannot provide love. Money may buy a house, but it cannot provide a home. Money may buy a bed, but it cannot provide rest. Money may buy you thrills, but it cannot provide continuing satisfaction. Money may buy you food, but it cannot guarantee you will have the health to eat it. Money may buy you doctors, but it cannot provide you health.

Have you ever thought about how long you will be able to work and provide? That depends a lot on the Lord!

Money cannot buy you peace of mind and freedom from fear and worry. Money cannot buy you protection from every possible calamity.

Everything that money cannot do—God can do.
There have been many times in history when the money people trusted in became worthless. The same thing can and will happen again.

Conclusion: In 1995 the nation was stunned when news broke that an elderly woman named Oseola McCarty had donated $150,000 to the University of Southern Mississippi for their scholarship fund. This eighty-seven-year-old woman had been forced to drop out of school in the sixth grade to care for her family. For more than sixty years she made a living washing clothes in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, saving as much as she could from her meager pay. She wanted others to have the opportunity for the education she never received, so she gave away the money she had saved for so many years.
Our society values how much a person has; God values how much a person gives.

I am convinced that the Lord measures not just by what we give, but also by what we keep. When Jesus watched the people giving in the Temple, He praised the widow who cast in just two mites—a fraction of a penny—because it represented such a sacrifice. Though money itself is not evil, loving money leads to all kinds of evil.

The best protection we have against the sorrows that come from loving money is to cultivate generous hearts. Look for opportunities to use the resources God has given to you (even if they do not seem to be great) for the benefit of others. Rather than waiting until you have enough to give, be generous, and give what you have to help others today.

1 Thessalonians 2:19–20
19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?
20 For ye are our glory and joy.
“You can’t take it with you.” That is right, but you can invest it in winning people to the Lord and then you will have friends to receive you into everlasting habitations.
