Text: Luke 5:1–11

Title: Living Life God’s Way

Introduction: We are living in a day when so many are doing things their way. It is sad to see Christians living their lives their way.

Here in our text, Peter would have gone home empty handed without Christ intervening. In fact, Peter made a life-changing decision that impacted eternity, when he chose to follow Christ.

Peter had toiled all night and taken nothing. It can be discouraging when you fish a long time without catching anything. Peter is about to make some major decisions with his life! He is about to decide to do things God’s way but first he learns some valuable lessons.

I.
Peter Learned That It Pays to Do Things God’s Way!
Peter was willing to allow Christ to use his boat to teach the people. Now Christ is taking Peter fishing! Jesus does not need a fish finder! In a short amount of time they catch so many fish that they need a second boat to help! Not only did they need the help, but they fill both boats so full of fish they are about to sink! Peter is learning that nobody ever serves God without being rewarded by Him.

We all have our boats in life that we can willingly give to the Lord. It may not be an actual boat, but we all have something God wants to use.
When we give our time and resources, when we are willing to sacrifice, for the Lord, when we are faithful to witness, stand, or serve the Lord, He will compensate us! God is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him!

Hebrews 11:6
“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
Your reward may not come as fast as it did for Peter. In fact, it may not come in this life at all. But let us remember that God is a debtor to no man!!

Sooner or later, God will reward you. The most difficult years that I have had faithfully serving the Lord have also been the greatest years of personal reward.

When God asks you to invest for Him don’t do it grudgingly! Peter was willing to give up his livelihood—his boat. Christ was asking Peter to truly sacrifice. Often times, we as Christians are willing to serve God only when it is convenient.

In our text, Peter never regretted doing what Christ asked him to do.
II.
Peter Learned That It Would Cost Him Something to Do Things God’s Way!
In verse four, Jesus told Peter to launch out into the deep. This is more than just thrusting out a little from the land like he did in verse three.
This required more work on Peter’s part after he had already toiled all night.
Christ’s first command was to thrust out a little from the land. Now He is asking Peter to go even further. I love it that God meets us right where we are in our Christian life. He may expect something of you that He would not expect of a new Christian.

God expects us to grow in our spiritual lives. He loves to see progress! First, we start with milk, then, we move to meat.

Too many Christians want to stay in shallow water. They seem to refuse to get deeply involved in any aspect of their Christian life.

As long as we putter along near the shore, we will only catch the small fish!

I am told that salmon like the deep channels of the river. The big fish are in the deeper water!

Many small churches stay small because of people who are unwilling to launch out into the deep. They are afraid of overdoing it. When in reality, they should be afraid of under-doing it!!

After Christ tells Peter to launch out into the deep, He then commands Peter to let down his nets.

Peter begins to argue, “We have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing.”
Peter is no doubt thinking, “Why go fishing now?” Christ’s command seemed out of touch with reality. Peter was the professional fisherman. He should know where and when to fish.

God’s commands may seem impractical and irrational but God proves differently.

God didn’t have to give them a promise for obedience but He did! He said, “Let down your nets for a draught.”
I am thankful Peter and the men were adequately prepared to let down their nets because they had been washing them and getting them ready. We must be faithful doing what we know to do if we want God to ask us to do greater things.

Conclusion: What blessings are you missing because you are living life your way?

Do you desire to be a deep-water Christian? Do you desire to do great things for God or are you content to just be status quo? We will certainly not get to Heaven and hear our Saviour tell us that we did TOO much for Him. He will not tell us that we witnessed to TOO many people or gave TOO much to our local church. I am sure He will not tell us that we spent TOO much time driving a bus or teaching a Sunday school class. I am afraid we may say, “I’ll wish I had given Him more.”
Do not live the Christian life YOUR way.
