Submitted by: Pastor Josh Irmler

Sermon Theme: Crowns/Christian Living
Sermon Title: The Victor’s Crown 

Sermon Text: I Corinthians 9:24-27
Foundational Information: In ancient Greece, special athletic festivals were held in many different cities. Every five years the Grecians would hold the most famous of these games called the Olympia Festival, from which is derived the term for our modern day Olympics. These festivals, however, were also held in other cities such as Neman and Delphi. Every two years the Isthmian Festival was held in the city of Isthmus which was located only eight miles from the city of Corinth. 
We know from Acts chapter eleven that the Apostle Paul was in Corinth for eighteen months and quite possibly may have even attended one of these Olympic games. So as he chooses this metaphor to teach these Biblical truths, he is very aware of how familiar the Corinthians would have been with these athletic games. —The Biblical Illustrator
Theme Statement: Godliness and spiritual discipline are what many Christians need the most but often seem to want the least. 

Quote: Too often young people who leave home, students who quit school, husbands and wives who seek divorce, church members who neglect services, and employees who walk out on their jobs are simply trying to escape discipline.​—Richard S. Taylor, The Disciplined Life
Theme Question: Is your life characterized by godliness and spiritual discipline? 
Transitional Statement: Let’s look at three important highlights of the victor’s life. 
Message Title: The Victor’s Crown 
I. The Victor’s Preparation (vs. 24)
Explanation: God often gives opportunities to those who are prepared to handle them.
Illustration: A five-year study of 120 of the nation’s top artists, athletes, and scholars has concluded that drive and determination, not great natural talent, led to their extraordinary success. “We expected to find tales of great natural gifts,” said University of Chicago education professor Benjamin Bloom. “We didn’t find that at all. Their mothers often said it was their other child who had the greater gift.” The most brilliant mathematicians often said they had trouble in school and were rarely the best in their classes some world-class tennis players said their coaches viewed them as being too short to ever be outstanding and the Olympics swimmers said they remember getting regularly clobbered in races as ten-year-olds. The researchers heard accounts of an extraordinary drive and dedication through which, for example, a child would practice the piano several hours daily for 17 years to attain his goal of becoming a concert pianist. A typical swimmer would tell of getting up at 5:30 every morning to swim two hours before school and then two hours after school to attain his or her goal of making Olympic team.–Los Angeles Times, February 7, 1985

Application: It is not always the Christian with the most talent or the most ability that makes the biggest impact for the Lord​—it is often the one that has the most spiritual discipline in preparing himself for the race. 

Quote: Success is the child of preparation and opportunity. 
Preaching Sub-points: Notice two aspects regarding the victors’ preparation. 
A. An Enlistment (vs. 24 - they which run) 
Explanation: This passage is clear that not all will run; not all will participate. Rather, only those who make the conscience decision to do so, actually will.
Note: Before a person can stand on the winner’s platform as a victor and receive the gold medal, the blue ribbon, the coveted prize, or the 1st place trophy, that person must choose to participate. 
Quote: For success, one must start; to win, one must begin.
Note: Oh, that God would grant us more Christians willing to get out of the grandstands and into the race. 
Note: As you study the history around the Olympic games, you’ll discover that in Ancient Greece not just anyone could participate in these games. There were strict guidelines as to who was allowed to participate in the race.
Transition Note: In order to enlist in these Olympic games a Grecian would have to be proven in three areas of their life. 
1. To enlist one must have proved their citizenship.
Explanatory Note: The athlete could only participate in the highly esteemed race if he could show that he was a citizen of Greece. 
Note: In order to run our spiritual race we have to first be a citizen of God’s country, we have to be a saved individual—a Christian. 

2. To enlist one must have proved their conduct.
Explanatory Note: The athlete would also have to show that his lifestyle was honorable enough to represent his country.
Note: If we are going to run worthy of the vocation in which we are called, our conduct must be consistent with the person we represent—Jesus Christ. 
3. To enlist one must have proved their conditioning. 
Explanatory Note: The athlete would have to prove that he had trained for the event.
Note: If we are going to receive the victor’s crown we have to condition ourselves through regular Bible reading, prayer, church attendance and other important spiritual disciplines. 
Note: Christianity is not a spectator sport.
Quote: To get onto the track, you must get out of the stands!
Review: The victor first enlisted himself in the race. Are you willing to enlist in the Christian race? 
Note: Now, let’s notice the second aspect of the victor’s preparation.
B. An Enlightenment (vs. 24 – but one recieveth the prize)
Explanatory Note: Paul is not implying that only one person will receive these heavenly crowns, but what he is trying to emphasize is that just simply enlisting in the race does not guarantee success. And just because you are saved does not automatically mean that you will have crowns to place at the feet of Jesus Christ. 
Reinforcement Verse: Galatians 6:9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.
Review: The Victor’s Preparation
II. The Victor’s Participation (vs. 25)
Explanation: In this verse we see the intensity by which the victor participates in the race. 
Reinforcement Verse: Luke 16:10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much. 
Preaching Sub-points: 

A. He Devotes Himself (vs. 24. – run that ye may obtain) 
Note: This runner wasn’t out for a casual stroll. He was running with dedication; he was striving to win. 

Luke 9:62 And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.
Note: The term strive for the mastery is the Greek word “agonizomia” from which we derive our English world agonize or agony. In order to gain the victor’s prize, it’s going to take some work. You will have to be willing to devote yourself to the cause. 
2 Corinthians 12:15 The Apostle Paul said; And I will very gladly spend and be spent for you;
1 Corinthians 16:15 I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas…and that they have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,)
1. Some will get distracted.
2. Some will get discouraged.
3. Some will get defeated. 
4. Some will get determined to finish.
Note: Those that obtain this victor’s crown must determine that by the grace of God they will give themselves wholly to the task at hand. 
B. He Disciplines Himself (vs. 25 – temperate in all things) 
Explanatory Note: They did those things they did not feel like doing. 
II Timothy 2:5 And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.
Quote: If we do not rule our desires, our desires will rule us. 
C. He Denies Himself (vs. 27 – But I keep under my body…)
Explanatory Note: They abstained from those things the flesh may have felt like doing. 
Hebrews 12:1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
Review: 

The Victor’s Participation 

The Victor’s Preparation 
III. The Victor’s Prize (vs. 25b) 
Explanatory Note: Here we will find the prize or honor that comes with fulfilling this race.
Preaching Sub-points: Let’s look at two special honors that come with living a godly and disciplined Christian life. 
A. An Incorruptible Crown (vs. 25 – crown)
Revelation 3:11 Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown.
B. An Influential Cause (vs. 25 – preach to others)
Note: The apostle Paul realized that part of the reward was an opportunity to influence others through preaching. This was an opportunity that he considered a great privilege. May we never take our spiritual influence for granted, but rather recognize what a great privilege it is and use it to further the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Matthew 25:21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord

Closing Illustration: Derek Redmond – Olympic Runner

Derek Redmond was a great runner, but he was an even greater finisher. Derek will be forever remembered for his staggering performance in the 400-meter men’s semifinals during the summer Olympics of 1992 in Barcelona, Spain. 
After years of training, persistence, and self-discipline, Derek was competing on the world stage. His dream had become a reality. Halfway through his 400 meter race, Derek pulled a hamstring muscle and collapsed on the track. Writhing in pain, he watched the other runners quickly pass him and his dream of winning die, but staying down wasn’t in Derek blood. Through winning was out of the question, finishing wasn’t. 
As the medical crew arrived with a stretcher, Derek said, “There’s no way I’m getting on that stretcher. I’m going to finish my race.”
In a stadium packed with 65 thousand fans and with millions viewing around the world, Derek slowly struggled to his feet. In spite of the agonizing pain, he began hobbling towards the finish line in last place. Tears streamed down his face as his heart filled with disappointment. Yet, he was determined to finish the race. 
At that point, a large man from the top row of the stands began to run towards the track. It was Tim Redmond, Derek’s father, disregarding security guards, running over people, determined that no one would stop him, he ran to his son’s side. At first Derek tried to push him away, not realizing it was his father. He thought someone was trying to get him to quit the race.
“Derek it’s me.” 
Recognizing that familiar voice Derek said, “Dad, I have to finish the race.” 
“If you’re gonna finish the race, then we’ll finish it together.” With those words, his father took his son in his arms, and together they began to hobble down the track. By this time, the other runners had completed the race, and the crowd realized that Derek wasn’t hobbling off the track, but rather he was hobbling towards the finish line on one leg with his father at his side. In total disbelief, 65,000 fans stood to their feet and began to cheer. The roar of the crowd increased with every painful step. 

Approaching the finish line, Jim Redmond stepped aside to allow Derek to cross by himself. The crowd exploded into thunderous applause and emotional release. Derek collapsed in his father’s embrace, and both wept on each other’s shoulders, along with 65,000 fans and millions of viewers. Derek had finished a race the world would never forget.​—Life Quest, Cary Schmidt
Closing Comments:

This journey begins with one choice, a choice to dedicate yourself to God’s plan. I believe with all my heart there is not a person in this room who couldn’t live an extra ordinary Christian life. Many Christians in the past have received this crown, and you can too. No price is too high, no sacrifice too much, to receive this crown. 

Theme Question: Will the Victor’s crown be your crown?
