
Title: The Next Generation
Ecclesiastes 1:4
One generation passeth away, and another generation cometh: but the earth abideth for ever.
Introduction: I’m sure we are all thankful for the “Great Generation” (WWII). It is a sobering thought to ponder that the generation that fought and sacrificed to maintain our American freedoms and build much of what we enjoy in America today is almost gone.

They were followed by the “Baby Boomer Generation” (post WWII), the generation that went through the sexual revolution and the Vietnam War, but still contributed much to our society. Perhaps they’re the ones that are most concerned with what will happen to their retirement income, Social Security, and their health care as they get older and who’s going to take care of them. Then there is “Generation X” (1965-1990) and the “Millennial Generation” (1990-Present day). Perhaps they’re most concerned with finding where they fit, entitlements, and what the government, the church, and God’s people will do for them (perhaps we can call some of them the “Entitlement Generation”).

And, perhaps today, this general term crosses all generational lines: “The Selfie Generation” (the self-obsessed and self-absorbed generation).
There are real and legitimate concerns that all of us have for ourselves, no matter what generation we were born into. But what about the next generation? Some of us may think, “Well, they have their whole lives to worry about the concerns that I am facing right now. Why should I be concerned about the next generation?”
However, I’m not talking about physical concerns or needs for the next generation. I’m talking about the spiritual needs of the next generation, and I believe each one of us can and must do something constructive and eternal about those needs.
This is not a new problem. The Apostle Paul was faced with this spiritual issue in his generation (Philippians 2:19–21). He gave the proper spiritual response (Philippians 2:4). We MUST see our holy duty to take care of the spiritual needs of our own generation and the next generation!
King David addressed the need to reach his own generation and the next:
Psalm 22:30–31
30 A seed shall serve Him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation.
31They shall come, and shall declare His righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that He hath done this.”
Notice that the future tense verb shall appears five times in these verses.
What will happen if we don’t take a spiritual interest in and care for the next generation? We will end up with a severe “Spiritual Generation Gap!” And, in some cases, we’ve been seeing the fruits of this in our homes, our nation, and in our churches for a great while. One of the most startling realities of studying history is that we don’t learn from history!
Some of the saddest verses in the Bible about the next generation are found in Judges 2:6–13 (turn there). Note especially the following verses:

7 And the people served the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen all the great works of the Lord, that he did for Israel.
10 And also that generation were gathered unto their fathers; and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which He had done for Israel.
(Read the end of the story: verses 11–13). They simply forgot and/or neglected to hand down their faith to the next generation, and the whole nation suffered immensely for generations to come (verses 14–15). It’s been said that Christianity is only one generation away from extinction! There is nothing that should be as important to us believers as the spiritual welfare of the “next generation!”
Let’s notice a few things we must consider about serving the next generation:
I.
We Have Been Given a Sacred Responsibility to Serve Our Own Generation
How can we say we’re concerned about the next generation spiritually until we have shown concern for our own generation?
Acts 13:36
For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption.
David said in Psalm 71:17–18a
17 O God, thou hast taught me from my youth: and hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works.
18 Now also when I am old and gray-headed, O God, forsake me not; until I have shewed thy strength unto this generation…
What are we doing now to reach our own generation with the gospel and to serve them?
II.
We Have Been Given a Sacred Trust to Serve the Next Generation
Psalm 71:18b
and thy power to every one that is to come.
There are some sacred things we must share with the next generation: read Psalm 78:1–8.
A.
We Must Make Known the Word of God to the Next Generation
Psalm 78:5–6
5 For he established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded to our fathers, that they should make known to their children.
6 That the generation to come might know them [the Words of God], even the children which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children.
Psalm 102:18
This shall be written [the Word of God] for the generation to come; and the people which shall be created shall praise the Lord.
B.
We Must Make Known the Works of God to the Next Generation
Psalm 78:4, 7
4 We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the Lord, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done.
7 That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments.
Read Psalm 145:1–7 and note especially verse 4:
4 One generation shall praise thy works to another, and shall declare thy mighty acts.
We need some “spiritual stones” (or memorials) today. Read Joshua 4:4–24 (see particularly vs. 6–7, 21–24).

Example: Do you have some “spiritual stones” or memorials to show your children, such as the place of your salvation, answered prayers, some works that God did for you, etc.?
2 Timothy 2:2
And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.
III.
When We’ve Done Our Best, It’s Good to Understand That God Is in Control and We Must Leave the Results up to Him
Psalm 73:15–17
15 If I say, I will speak thus; behold, I should offend against the generation of thy children.
16 When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me;
17 Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end.
This Psalm is about the rejection of God by Israel. It was difficult for the psalmist to grasp that after he had done his best to proclaim God’s truths to the current generation, they would reject them outright.
A.
Our Responsibility Is to Proclaim the Truth

Men have a will of their own, and, even if they reject the truth, it is still our duty to proclaim it. If we do, we’ve fulfilled our responsibility (Ezekiel 3:17–21).
B.
There Is Still Hope for the Next Generation: the Children, the Young People, and the Young Adults
Psalm 144:12
That our sons may be as plants grown up in their youth; that our daughters may be as corner stones, polished after the similitude of a palace.
Parents’ examples, devotions in the home, faithful church attendance, Sunday School, youth department, Christian school, bus ministry, VBS, Summer camps, etc. are all important to vigilantly guard, keep going, and maintain (see Proverbs 22:6).
Conclusion:
Quote: “The Lord’s work needs laborers world-wide (Matthew 9:37–38). The present generation of young people could well be the ‘Joshua Generation’ who will go and possess the land. If biblically challenged, they will go. They will impact the world in what could well be called ‘the terminal generation.’”
Who will impact them? Will it be me? Will it be you? We all have something to contribute: our example, testimony, investment, prayer, patience, instruction, wise counsel, giving, serving, etc.
1 Peter 2:9
But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of the darkness into His marvelous light.
We all can and must invest spiritually in the NEXT GENERATION! We can make a difference!

