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Introduction: The theme of the closing verses of Ephesians 1 is motivation. The apostle Paul understood the Christians in the area of Ephesus. A veteran warrior of the Cross, Paul had been a Christian for many years by the time he wrote this letter. He was well aware of the many moods and experiences a Christian is subject to. He knew the lukewarmness that often sets in—the lethargic, apathetic attitudes that can sometimes arise after a warm and hopeful beginning. He knew of the danger of losing one’s motivation in the midst of the Christian struggle.

Perhaps you know that danger yourself. No Christian escapes it in his lifetime. At times, our passion for Christ cools and our spirits grow apathetic. The apostle understood that. So he turned to prayer, and his prayer reflects a deep understanding of the needs of those who would hear this letter. He prays in verses 18 and 19: “That ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power.”

Hope, riches, and power. Notice how specific Paul’s prayer is. He doesn’t simply say, “Lord, bless the Ephesians this morning.” We all know what it is to drop blanket prayers on people and expect that to take care of the situation. But Paul knew these people better than that. He knew that there was a danger that they could lose their vision, they could sink into indifference, they could lose sight of their hope. Yes, they had sound doctrine, but there was a danger that they could fall short of the deep, vibrant experience of knowing Christ. So Paul prayed that God would enlighten their hearts so that they may know the hope of God’s calling, the riches of their inheritance, and the power of God.
To remind them of this hope, Paul spoke to them on some topics that would encourage their hearts and give them hope: the power of God, the place of Christ, and the position of Christ.
I.
The Power of God—vs. 19
The word hope is part of the great triad found in the Scriptures: “faith, hope and love,” the essentials of a well-rounded Christian experience. Hope always concerns the future. The Ephesians were in danger of losing their hope for the future. Many of us know that feeling. We all await the return of the Lord, but we don’t really get very excited about it. The hope of the believer is described for us in Romans 8:18.

Romans 8:18–21
18  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.
20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope,
21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.
The phrase, “The bondage of corruption,” is an accurate description of what scientists call the Second Law of Thermodynamics or the law of entropy, the scientific principle which states that everything in the universe is running down. Science and Scripture agree that the universe was once wound up, but that it is now decaying. When Paul talks about the bondage of corruption he includes not only the natural world, with its constant decay, but the human body as well.
A. For the Believer
That was the hope these believers entertained in their minds. They knew it academically. They knew a day was coming when their bodies would be redeemed and transformed—not an uncertain dream or a faint possibility but a guaranteed certainty. You may say (as many Ephesian Christians no doubt said), “A future hope is fine—but how does it help me now?” The answer is that our future hope is being worked out in the here and now. Our hope will not only be realized in the resurrection at the end of the age. Our hope is being realized right now, as we are gradually, almost imperceptibly being transformed into new creations in Christ.

Here is how the apostle Paul explains it in 2 Corinthians 4:16–18.
16 For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day.
17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;
18 While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.
It is important to note, as we read these words of Paul, that a little later in second Corinthians he lists some of what he calls, “Our light affliction,” that he himself had endured: beaten with rods three times; thirty-nine lashes from a whip five times; shipwrecked three times; a night and a day adrift at sea; stoned and left for dead; danger on sea and land; danger from false brethren; sleeplessness; hunger and thirst; and more. All this he gathers up in the phrase, “Our light affliction, which is but for a moment.” All of these things, he says, work in our favor, preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison.

2 Corinthians 4:17
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;

That flat tire you had yesterday that upset you so is working for you, preparing you to handle pressure, teaching you about patience, building Christlike character. All those problems you face are giving you the opportunity to exercise the power of Christ that is available to you. The lost wallet, the missed appointment, the argument with your spouse, the arthritis in your shoulder, the diagnosis you just received, the business failure you just suffered, the heart-breaking loss of a loved one—all of these are working together for your good and for your growth. God didn’t cause this pain in your life, but He knows how to bring His good out of it.
If you learn to look at life that way, you will never lose the hope of your calling in Christ.

Paul was concerned for the Ephesians’ sense of impoverishment, so he reminded them of the riches that were theirs in Christ. He knew the dangers of self-limited thinking, and he wanted to broaden their vistas from one horizon to the other. So he prayed, “That ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and . . . the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.” Notice how he puts that. He is not asking that they understand that God is their inheritance. It is true that God is our resource and our strength—but Paul was taking a different viewpoint—God’s viewpoint. He is emphasizing the fact that we are God’s inheritance, His property. He has an inheritance in us. It is His delight to use us.

If we lose sight of this truth, then we will shrink in fear from allowing God to use us. We will narrow our experience to a single well-worn rut. The Christian life will become nothing more than a gray succession of drab, dreary days. We need to understand and welcome the adventure that awaits us when we make ourselves available to God.

We need to move out, boldly take the plunge, and even take some risks for His sake! As we begin to dare great things for Christ, we will discover that life brings enrichment—the riches and rewards of adventure, excitement, and varied, delightful experiences. Once, while I was at a conference at a beautiful estate on the Columbia River, I took a walk down a well-worn trail. As I walked, I noticed a little trail that wandered off to the side. It was obviously not as well traveled as the main path. Intrigued, I veered off and followed the trail that was less traveled to see where it might lead. It soon sloped steeply downward, and I worried that it might be difficult climbing back up. But before long the little path opened upon a lush clearing, affording a magnificent view of the river gorge, the cliffs, the woods arrayed in autumn colors, and the majestic mountains beyond. I was so glad I had taken the less-traveled path!

That’s the way life is. There are riches and rewards for those who would step out of the well-worn ruts and strike out in bold directions. There are risks, it’s true, but the rewards of boldly following Jesus more than outweigh the risks.
B. According to the resurrection—Philippians 3:10

Philippians 3:10
That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;
Paul made a request on behalf of his Ephesian brothers and sisters. He knew that the Ephesians, like all Christians in every place at every time, were sometimes subject to immobilizing fear and insecurity. There was fear of a hostile society, fear of persecution, fear of ridicule, and fear of failure. They were pressured without by an evil world and pressured within by feelings of inadequacy and impotence.

The answer to fear is power. Fear vanishes the moment you feel empowered. So Paul prayed that the Christians would see the limitless power that was theirs through Christ. The power is available to us all—but we often fail to see it, believe it, and act on it. When we feel powerless, we are quick to give up. The struggle overwhelms us, and we just throw in the towel. It is because we have lost sight of the One who gives all power and whose power was demonstrated at Christ’s resurrection. Remember, resurrection power works best in a cemetery!

If everything is going well, if your boat is shipshape, your skies are blue, and the breeze is at your back, you have no need of a lifesaver. If everything’s coming up roses, who needs a delivery from the florist? When you possess the riches of Donald Trump, Bill Gates, and David Rockefeller combined, why would you need a winning lottery ticket? It’s when everything is lost that you need to be saved. It’s when you face death, darkness, and despair that you need resurrection power.

Praise be to God, resurrection power is still with us today! God is alive, and He continues to work His miracles of transformation, quietly and without fanfare, bringing life out of the gloom and darkness of death.
The power that God makes available to you and me is nothing less than the supreme power in the universe. Why then do we fear to obey God?

We fear to tithe and practice grace giving, thinking we will run out of money. We fear to witness to our friends, thinking the mocking and shame will be more than we can bear. We give in to sin and the flesh, thinking we are powerless to overcome. We fear the future, thinking that it may bring some unforeseen problem that God cannot handle!
II.
The Place of Christ—vs. 20–21

A. At God’s right hand 
This is mentioned to remind us that He is NOT in the tomb. He left the empty tomb behind!

Psalm 110:1
The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.
B. Above every power 
The power of God is far above any other force, stronger than anything that can be launched against you.
Colossians 2:13–15
13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;
14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;
15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it.

C. Above every name
 Paul stressed the fact that the name of Jesus is greater than any name that is named. There are many names on earth that confer power and authority. A policeman acts in the name of the law. The President of the United States acts in the name of the people. A salesman acts in the name of the company. Ominously, there are some in our world who actually act in the name of Satan! But there is one name that is above every other name—the name of Jesus.

Jesus is the head of the church, and Paul tells us that the power of Christ has been made visible through His church.

Ephesians 1:22
And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,
The only place this kind of power is ever going to be manifest is in you and me, in the midst of our pressures and problems. God’s power is the power to be patient in maddening situations. It’s the power to love a person when he is irritating the socks off of you. It’s the power to be joyful in the midst of suffering and distress. It’s the power to be thankful in the midst of deprivation.

That is what Paul is talking about—the power to live as God intended us to live. God sent His Son to us so that we might have hope, riches, and power—the power to be what He wants us to be and the power to be what we truly want to be. It is the power to bring life out of death, hope out of hopelessness, joy out of sorrow, and beauty out of ashes. May we see it, believe it, and act on it—and may the world see God’s power flowing through us as we boldly take on the challenges of our daily lives.

Philippians 2:9
Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:
1. In this world

2. In the world to come

Romans 8:38–39
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
III.
The Position of Christ—vs. 22–23

A. He is in control of this world

On the resurrection day, Mary Magdalene and Mary saw Jesus. He told them to tell the disciples to meet Him at a certain place in Galilee on a mountain. They were discouraged at this point, thinking Jesus to be dead, end of story. Notice what truth Jesus used to encourage and motivate them.

Matthew 28:16–20
16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had appointed them.
17 And when they saw him, they worshipped him: but some doubted.
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

“Since I have all power, go tell others what I taught you.” Jesus told them.
B. He is the head of the church

As such, He receives the preeminence. It is not the pastor, the staff, the deacons who deserve preeminence. It is not the teachers, the volunteers, the bus captains. It is not the wealthy, nor is it the intellectual. It is Christ. 

When we place the emphasis on ourselves we sin. NOT ME, you say. Perhaps not, but there is evidence perhaps that one is desiring the preeminence. Let’s examine the evidence…

Colossians 3:8–13
8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.
 9 Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;
10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him:
11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.
12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;
13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.

Perhaps you are not willing to admit with your lips that you desire the preeminence, but do your actions and attitudes expose you?
