Series: Ephesians: Abounding in Christ

Text: Ephesians 2:11-13
Title: The Difference Christ Makes

Introduction: This passage shows a contrast between the Christian life and the unsaved life. It was designed to remind the Ephesians of the difference Christ had made in their lives. He contrasted the natural man (unsaved) to that of the saved man.
I.
A Past to Remember—vs. 11
Matthew 26:41
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.
A.
The difference between the Jew and the Gentile


The Gentile represented the unbridled lust and the foolish superstition of man.

1 Corinthians 12:2
Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carried away unto these dumb idols, even as ye were led.

The Jew represented the man who followed God and lived his life, not by the unbridled passion and lust of the flesh, but by the tenants of God’s Word. They were circumcised to represent their submission to the authority of God’s morality and His principles.

We often hear today of “Judeo-Christian” principles.

B.
The symbol of the circumcision

There were some basic truths taught by circumcision.

Romans 2:28–29
28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh:
29 But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.

What are some of the truths learned from this practice of the law?

1.
Divine ownership

God is sovereign and every person will understand that one day. One may deny that by living one’s life for his own purpose, and one may deny that God has any claim on his life by a number of philosophies—atheism, agnosticism, evolution, etc. 

These philosophies are nothing more than attempts by mankind to deny God’s claim on or involvement in their lives. 
Isaiah 64:6–7
6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.
7 And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities.
Now, when one denies that there is any responsibility to God, that gives one the license to follow his own moral compass.

However, when one believes that he belongs to God and understands that his body belongs to God, he understands the need for…

2.
Moral Purity

There is a big difference in a person’s view of morality depending on how he views God. 
The moral relativism (which teaches that morals are not absolute) of our day can be traced back to Alfred Kinsey, American biologist and professor of entomology and zoology, who wrote a book in 1948 that was widely accepted and has been proven to be fraudulent in its research (not mistaken, but purposeful in its deceit).
To this day the moral values of our nation have been influenced by this zoologist. Is it any wonder that since we obtained our moral advice from a zoologist many people live their lives like animals? Many blame the sexual revolution of the 1960’s to his work.

When we turn from God’s morality to the moral relativism of man, society suffers and morals suffer.
Part of the law was given due to the abomination that was in the land of Canaan before Israel entered the Promised Land.

Leviticus 18:20–27
20 Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with thy neighbour’s wife, to defile thyself with her.
21 And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the fire to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of thy God: I am the LORD.
22 Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.
23 Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith: neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion.
24 Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you:
25 And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants.
26 Ye shall therefore keep my statutes and my judgments, and shall not commit any of these abominations; neither any of your own nation, nor any stranger that sojourneth among you:
27 (For all these abominations have the men of the land done, which were before you, and the land is defiled;)

This is the very reason that marriage is under attack in America today. It has nothing to do with a desire to be tolerant; it has to do with God’s authority. It is God’s authority under attack. It is God’s morality under attack.

They call those who believe the morality of the Bible narrow-minded—I want to be as narrow as the Bible!

The local church that preaches the Word of God and the morals of the Bible has always stood in the gap of morality. It has always been the institution with its finger in the dike trying to stem the flood of immorality. We must teach our children the morality of God’s Word. We must boldly stand true without compromise.
II.
A Condition to Understand—vs. 12
We should listen carefully as Paul describes the prevailing culture of the day. It is reminiscent of the culture of today.
A.
Without Christ
The world is a more pagan place today than ever before, as our culture rapidly sheds its veneer of Christian influence and tradition, and becomes openly idolatrous, immoral, and self-centered. Without Christ people are alone in the world.
Illustration: On May 24, 1965, a 13½ foot boat slipped quietly out of the marina at Falmouth, Massachusetts. It would be the smallest craft ever to make the voyage across the Atlantic Ocean to England. The Tinkerbelle was piloted by Robert Manry, a copy editor for the Cleveland Plain Dealer, who felt that 10 years at the desk was enough boredom for a while. So he took a leave of absence to fulfill his secret dream.

Manry was afraid—not of the ocean, but of all who would try to talk him out of the trip. So he didn’t share it with many, just some relatives and especially his wife Virginia.

The trip was not pleasant; he spent nights of sleeplessness trying to cross shipping lanes without getting run over and sunk. Weeks at sea caused his food to become tasteless. Loneliness—that age-old monster of the deep—led to terrifying hallucinations. His rudder broke 3 times. Storms swept him overboard, and had it not been for the rope he had tied around his waist, he would never have been able to pull himself back on board. Finally, after 78 days alone at sea, he sailed into Fal​mouth, Cornwall, England.

During those nights, he had wondered about what he would do once he arrived. He expected simply to check into a hotel, eat dinner alone, then the next morning see if, perhaps, the Associated Press might be interested in his story. Was he in for a sur​prise! Word of his approach had spread far and wide. To his amazement, 300 vessels, with horns blasting, escorted Tinkerbelle into port. And 40,000 people stood screaming and cheering him to shore.

Robert Manry, the copy editor turned dreamer, became an overnight hero. His story has been told around the world. But Robert couldn’t have done it alone. Standing on the dock was an even greater hero—Virginia. She had encour​aged him on when others would have discouraged him.
Being alone in this world is difficult. Being alone without Christ is unbearable!
B.
Aliens from the commonwealth of Israel
Here Paul contrasts the position of the Gentiles with that of the Jews. The Jews had a nation over which God ruled—and that meant they had a national, cultural sense of destiny, a sense of God’s protection and oversight.

But the pagans did not have this. The pagan world worshiped a variety of gods. The Greeks had their list of gods, the Romans had theirs, the Persians had theirs, etc. The pagan gods were as irritable and undependable as people are. Pagans lived in a world in which they were exposed to powers they recognized as being greater than themselves, but in which there was no love, compassion, mercy, justice, or consistency. Pagans never thought of their gods as loving them, nor did they have any reason to love their gods.

Colossians 1:21
And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled
C.
Strangers from the covenant of promise
America is increasingly becoming a strange land. We are the salt—put here to “preserve” the morality of the Bible and proclaim the truth of salvation by grace.
Acts 17:22–23
22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious.
23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.
D.
Having no hope and without God
God made covenants with Abraham, Jacob, and Moses—agreements that bound God to do certain things. God bound himself to obey certain provisions. So every Israelite had a hope.
Quote: “They were in a state of distance and estrangement from God: Without God in the world; not without some general knowledge of a deity, for they worshipped idols, but living without any due regard to Him, any acknowledged dependence on Him, and any special interest in Him. . . . Though they worshipped many gods, yet they were without the true God.”—Matthew Henry’s Commentary
Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Illustration: Archaeologists have dug up first century cemeteries in various places in Greece and Rome and have found many tomb stones that bear the Greek or Latin inscription for “No hope.” How heartbreaking! Imagine living your entire life with no hope! Imagine going to your death, to that eternal night, with no hope!
That is a difficult condition to understand. The condition demonstrated a people living a great distance from God and from His principles.
III.
A Distance to Bridge
A.
Made nigh—vs. 18
Acts 2:38–39
38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.
B.
By the blood of Christ
Galatians 3:26
For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

Death, of course, is not always bloody. You can die without losing your blood. The Scriptures sometimes speak of the death of Christ, and more often of the Cross of Christ. But most often of all, the Scriptures speak of the blood of Christ. Why does God place such an emphasis on blood?

For obvious reasons, many people don’t like to hear about the blood of Jesus. But God underscores it. He wants us to think about it, because blood is always a sign of violence. It is extremely important that we remember that Jesus did not simply pass away. He died a painful, violent, bloody, gory, ugly, revolting death. He was tortured and beaten; then His writhing body was hammered to a rough wooden Cross, the end of which was dropped into a hole in the ground with a bone-wrenching thud. The blood of Jesus streamed down His face, His arms, His sides, staining the Cross and the ground beneath Him.

God wants us to remember the violent death of Jesus, because violence is the ultimate result of godlessness and paganism. It is the final expression of a godless society. Cruelty arises immediately when love and truth disappear from society. God wants humanity to see that when we have done our worst, sunk to our lowest, expressed our most violent hatred and sadistic cruelty—God is there, reaching out in love, ready to forgive. He calls to us who are far off from Him and draws us to Himself through the blood of Jesus.

This is the wonder of God’s grace. In the midst of our violence and hatred, He sends His mercy and love. In the midst of our sin, He sends His purity and innocence. In the midst of our darkness, He sends His light. In the midst of our death and corruption, He sends His resurrection and life.

Here is one of the great and beautiful paradoxes of our faith: We who were dead now live because of the death of His Son. His blood makes us clean.

We are no longer strangers in darkness. We are children of the light.

