Series: Abounding in Christ


 
Text: Ephesians 2:7-10
Title: The Work of Christ
Introduction: If I asked you to list the works of Jesus Christ, what would you say? If I asked you what the work of Christ is, how would you answer that? You might discuss His miracles. You might speak of His work with and influence on the disciples. Perhaps your mind would go to the way He confronted the Pharisees. Maybe you would think about his work on the Cross. Would you think about His elevating of the Father’s work—“I must be about my Father’s business”?
What would you say if I asked you to talk about Jesus’ work? The truth is, it would be impossible to list all the works of Jesus.

John 21:25 
And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.

To sum up the work of Christ in one sentence, we go to the Bible.
Luke 19:10 
For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.
Our text speaks specifically of some of the work of Christ. The Lord wants to show the world something and He desires that they see it through your life!
 I.
The Spirit of Christ toward Us—vs. 7
“That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace”
Have you ever had something that you were so proud of you wanted to display it? How about a craft a child made or a coloring sheet—the refrigerator became an art museum! A famous signature you obtained? A picture of your team holding a trophy? A good report card?

Christ wants to show the exceeding riches of His grace! How? You are His canvas, His trophy, His picture….
A.
Exceeding riches of grace

The world sees His grace at work in your life!

He is going to put you on display! You are a picture of God’s grace to this old world. If you are saved, you are a trophy of the grace of God! The world does not know true riches and God wants to show them what they are.
Illustration: Philip Parham tells the story of a rich industrialist who was disturbed to find a fisherman sitting lazily beside his boat. “Why aren’t you out there fishing?” he asked.

“Because I’ve caught enough fish for today,” said the fisherman. 

“Why don’t you catch more fish than you need?” the rich man asked. 

“‘What would I do with them?” 

“You could earn more money,” came the impatient reply, “and buy a better boat so you could go deeper and catch more fish. You could purchase nylon nets, catch even more fish, and make more money. Soon you’d have a fleet of boats and be rich like me.” 

The fisherman asked, “Then what would I do?” 

“You could sit down and enjoy life,” said the industrialist. 

“What do you think I’m doing now?” the fisherman replied as he looked placidly out to sea.
How does He show the exceeding riches of His grace? In His kindness toward us.

1 Corinthians 15:10
But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

B.
Kindness toward us

Titus 3:4-6
4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;

Do you talk of God’s kindness toward you or do you keep it silent?

Illustration: Duke University did a study on “peace of mind.” Factors found to contribute greatly to emotional and mental stability are: 

1. The absence of suspicion and resentment. Nursing a grudge was a major factor in unhappiness.
2. Not living in the past. An unwholesome preoccupation with old mistakes and failures leads to depression.
3. Not wasting time and energy fighting conditions you cannot change. Cooperate with life, instead of trying to run away from it.

4. Force yourself to stay involved with the living world. Resist the temptation to withdraw and become reclusive during periods of emotional stress.
5. Refuse to indulge in self-pity when life hands you a raw deal. Accept the fact that nobody gets through life without some sorrow and misfortune.
6. Cultivate the old-fashioned virtues—love, humor, compassion and loyalty.
7. Do not expect too much of yourself. When there is too wide a gap between self-expectation and your ability to meet the goals you have set, feelings of inadequacy are inevitable.
8. Find something bigger than yourself to believe in. Self-centered egotistical people score lowest on any test for measuring happiness.
God’s goodness is not limited to His grace and His kindness. His grace and his Kindness come to fruition in…

II.
The Salvation of Christ for Us—vs. 8–9

If you have experienced anything of what it means to be made alive in Christ, you know how rich your life has already become. But that is just the beginning. The richness of the kindness of God will carry you on into the undreamed of ages to come. Such was His love to those who were lost, that it would be an everlasting monument of His mercy, a perpetual and unchanging proof that He is good.
Luke 2:25–32
25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him.
26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.
27And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law,
28 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said,
29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:
30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.
A.
It is the gift of God

Just like God gave these Ephesian Christians salvation, who had quite a sullied past (review verses 1–3), God wants to give you salvation. It is from Him, undeserved.

1. By grace

We are no longer children of death (v. 1), disobedience (v. 2), or children of wrath (v. 3).
2. Through faith 
By grace and through faith we are now the children of God.
B.
It is not the glory of man

Paul stresses that your salvation had nothing to do with you. God is the only source of grace!

1. Not of ourselves

2. Not of works

Now, this is important, because Paul speaks in the next verse about the importance of works. Works are important, just not concerning salvation.

Illustration: Imagine you are half a million dollars in debt. Someone comes to you and writes out a check for $500,000, saying, “This is all for you, to cancel your debt. You don’t have to do anything but reach out and take it, and it’s yours.” So you take the money and pay your debt. You are now debt-free and totally in the clear.

What do you have to boast about? Can you go around bragging that you had the power, the skill, and the brains to reach out and take that check? Can you talk about what a favor you did for your benefactor, taking all that troublesome money off his hands? Does that make any sense?

Of course not. You received grace—nothing more, nothing less. You were impoverished; you received riches from another person. The fact that you are now debt-free is a hundred percent due to your benefactor, zero percent due to you.

Who, then, deserves the praise and glory for your salvation? Clearly, not you! You have received riches from the resources of God. His grace made it all possible.

Galatians 6:14
But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.
III.
The Sanctification of Christ in Us—vs. 10 
The apostle Paul goes on to show us how God’s grace will ultimately be displayed:

Matthew 5:16
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
A.
His work in us results in good works

Notice how Paul puts good works in proper perspective. They do not save. They have nothing to do with salvation.

God is working through our lives to produce a tremendous exhibit of His wisdom, power, love, character, and joy. He is teaching us, training us, and shaping us into marvelous masterpieces so that others might see our good works. The result is that our lives will shine forth with the very thing God created us to demonstrate.
B.
His work in us was ordained by God

God has ordained some good works for you to walk in. That means that they are prepared for you to walk in them. God has a purpose for your life. Don’t miss that purpose. The good works are out there. His purpose for tomorrow is out there; you need to go walk in those good works!

God has ordained some good works for you to walk in. It is ordained. They are already prepared. Will you walk in them? Or will you be sidetracked by self (flesh), the world, or the devil?

Illustration: A man once saw a bald eagle soaring in circles. The circles began to tighten and the man looked over to see a weasel. Suddenly the eagle dropped out of the sky like a jet and caught the weasel in its talons. Amazingly, as the eagle began to fly away the weasel began to eat away at the breast of that eagle. The man watched as the weasel tore away at that eagle, snapping bones, and chewing flesh. He watched the eagle fold up and crash and the weasel went on with his day.
Getting what you want does not always work out the way you think it will. Christian, let’s spend our lives on this earth doing good works. Young Christian, devote your life to accomplishing those good works.
