Series: Ephesians: Abounding in Christ


 
 
Text: Ephesians 2:14-18

Title: The Ministry of Reconciliation

Introduction: There is very little peace in this world. Very little in families, work places, organizations, dorms, institutions, etc. Yet it is one of the most discussed topics of our day! Everybody talks of wanting peace. Everybody speaks of attempting to get peace. If everybody talks about it and attempts to get it, why is there not peace? Why are there divisions, and factions, and turmoil? Why are we not “easy to be intreated”?
James 3:17
But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.
In our text, we see a theme of reconciliation and peace!
I.
The Source of Our Reconciliation—vs. 14

A.
The Person of our reconciliation—vs. 13
In this chapter, Paul deals with Christ’s role as the great Peacemaker among men. Notice what was prophesied about Him.
Isaiah 9:6b
And his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
This exalted title belongs strictly to Jesus.
Jesus Christ bridged the widest chasm that ever existed between people—the gulf between Jew and Gentile. 

Illustration: Consider the Israeli-Arab problem in the Middle East. The greatest minds of our day have tried to work it out, and no one has gotten anywhere near a settlement. This is a classic confrontation between Jew and Gentile, and the differences are so profound, the hostilities so entrenched, that a solution appears impossible.

1. Christ made Jew and Gentile one. 

2. Christ broke down the wall of partition. 
B.
The peace of our reconciliation

The word peace appears 3 times in this passage and the word reconcile appears as well. 

These truths are not mere doctrinal or theological concepts. These are practical. If you are in conflict with another person in your home, on the job, in your neighborhood, in your church, or any place in the world, this is the key to peace.
The human nature tends to division. Without Christ people want to divide. The human nature readily sees the faults in others while overlooking one’s own faults.

The human nature tends toward jealousy and hatred.
Jew and Gentile reconciled—the Jews regarded the Gentiles as living in the flesh.

The Gentile fought the Jew about living in the law.
Sins of the flesh—you may have your own idea of what that includes and what you would like the pastor to preach against. We all have our preferences and “pet” peeves. Let’s forget those preferences for a moment and see what God says are the works of the flesh. Is that fair to do?
Galatians 5:19–21
19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies,
21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Now, take a moment and think of what someone did this week that got under your skin, and irked you. What was it? Does the sin that really bothers you appear on this list?

Let’s examine the list a little more closely to learn about the heart of God:
· Hatred

· Variance—of uncertain affinity; a quarrel, i.e. wrangling, contention, debate, strife, variance
· Emulations—heat, i.e. (figuratively) “zeal” (jealousy, as of a husband (figuratively, of God), or an enemy, malice) indignation, jealousy, 

· Wrath

· Strife

· Seditions—dissension, division

· Envyings—I wish I had it and you did not have it

· Murders

Out of 17 “works of the flesh” a full 8 (almost half) have to do with division, anger, or a wrong attitude toward other people.
We justify the divisions we would cause. We even try to use Bible to do it, but God says, that is a work of the flesh.
Let’s try another list as we examine the heart of God…
Proverbs 6:16–19
16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:
17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,
18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,
19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.
· Proud look—better than someone else 

· Hands that shed innocent blood

· Soweth discord among the brethren

Almost half again!
Do you think God is trying to tell us something?

Do you tend to see the negative in others and overlook the negative in your own self? The flesh does that! And it is sneaky!
Matthew 7:3–5
3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own eye?
4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye?
5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.

II.
The Manner of our Reconciliation—vs.15
This is the manner of peace. How does it occur? It comes in three stages. Paul says three stages must take place before we experience reconciliation.
A.
Christ broke down the wall of partition
Jesus has destroyed the barrier—the middle wall of partition between Jew and Gentile. The hostility must end first. He has accomplished this “by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations.” That is how He breaks down the wall, as we will see in a moment.

He broke down the wall of separation
B.
Christ abolished the Law

Christ killed the enmity. How? See verse 16.
Ephesians 2:16
And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby:
Paul is talking about the ending of the great conflict between the Jews and the Gentiles of his day. He says the first thing Jesus did was to tear down the wall of hostility and separation between them. 
He uses a phrase (a play on words) that refers to a feature of the temple in Jerusalem. He was a Jew, and had been brought up in that temple, and he remembered the wall, about 3 or 4 feet high, that ran through the temple court, dividing it into two sections. One section was the court of the Gentiles, an outer court, while the inner court was accessible only to Jews. There was a warning sign threatening death to any non-Jews who entered that inner court.

In the year 1871, archaeologists digging around the temple site uncovered the stone marked with this warning. These were the actual words, translated from both the Hebrew and the Greek: “No man of another race is to proceed within the partition and enclosing wall about the sanctuary. Anyone arrested there will have himself to blame for the penalty of death which will be imposed as a consequence.”
The temple partition wall is a symbol. It was destroyed when the temple was leveled by the Romans in A.D. 70, several years after this letter was written. But Paul says the hostility between Jews and Gentiles was demolished in Jesus Christ. 

At best, the Jews treated the Gentiles with indifference. They were distant. At worst, they despised and hated them. There was an enormous hostility between these two peoples.

The Jews considered themselves better than Gentiles. “We have the Law of Moses,” they said. “The Law is right and true; it reflects the character of God. You Gentiles don’t have the Law.” And in their self-righteous arrogance, they thought they were keeping this Law because they didn’t do some of the outward, external acts the Law prohibited. And so they hated and despised the Gentiles because they thought they were superior. The Gentiles, on the other hand, hated the Jews, for their smugness and hypocrisy. So there was intense hostility between them.

Jesus’ solution was to take away the Law and substitute what both Jews and Gentiles really needed: grace and forgiveness. By giving Jews and Gentiles a common ground of grace and forgiveness, He removed all reason for hostility.

So this is the way to end hostility and generate peace: remove self-righteousness with its arrogance. Put grace and forgiveness in its place. 

When forgiveness is offered and we realize we are not perfect, hostilities end.

The problems that usually bother us are the problems that belong to someone else. Our problems we usually like to sweep under the rug.

That person can’t serve God because they _________.
I have counseled enough and observed human nature enough to realize that human nature tends to judge others more harshly than we judge ourselves.

Illustration: People who struggle with their thought life and lust usually do not come to me angry about others who are having lustful thoughts. People who struggle with alcohol do not usually criticize those who have the same problem. People who have anger issues usually are critical of people who lie or are involved in some other sin. Those who have pride issues are usually critical of those who are adulterers.

Those who have a problem with gossip are usually critical of those who struggle with the sin of slothfulness (lazy).

That is what Jesus recognized in the Pharisees.

John 8:2–9
2 And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them.
3 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst,
4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act.
5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou?
6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.
7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.
8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground.
9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.
C.
Christ preached peace
Paul starts with a definition of what true peace really is. 

True peace is oneness. It is not merely the cessation of hostility, the absence of conflict. Peace means being one. This is a crucial truth. Until we understand it, our understanding of the meaning of peace will be superficial at best.

Is it peace when you get two armies to lay down their weapons and stop fighting each other? Certainly, not shooting at each other is better than shooting—but a cessation of armed warfare is often little more than a lull between rounds of conflict. That’s not true peace by God’s definition.

Is it peace when two friends who have fallen out with each other, who have been engaged in a war of words, finally decide to simply avoid each other and remain civil but cool and distant toward each other? Not according to God’s definition.

When a church outwardly maintains its rituals and programs, but inwardly festers with division, suspicion, and resentment, is that a peaceful church? No, not according to God’s definition.

According to God, peace is oneness and harmony. It is sharing mutual enjoyment. It is being one. Anything else is superficial and temporary and not truly peace at all. Yet, in our personal relationships, our overwhelming tendency is to make peace only on superficial, external terms rather than in terms of real oneness. Weariness of warfare is not peace. Distance and coldness is not peace. An enforced truce is not peace. Only oneness is peace. That is the only form of peace God is interested in—the healing of conflict, the restoration of genuine unity and relationship.

He is our peace. Is He your peace?

Quote: “Peace is not the absence of problems; it is the presence of God.”
III.
The Reason for Our Reconciliation—vs. 18

The body is referred to in verse 16. The body is the local church.

Colossians 1:18
And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.

Therefore, Christ reconciled us unto God in one body (the local church) by the cross. 

A.
Access by the Holy Spirit

Through Christ we have access to God by the Holy Spirit.

B.
Access unto the Father
Are you spending time with Him? You have access!

John 17:3
And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.
Conclusion: Here, at the summit of the Christian experience, we find the peace and joy that humanity has always longed for. Hostility has ended. The partitions have been torn down. Communion and fellowship with God and one another are ours at last.

