Text: Deuteronomy 9:1-3
Title: They are Bigger and Stronger than You
Introduction: There can be no doubt that the Christian life is to be one of victory. But, if the challenge is less than you are able to bear, then the victory really is nothing more than what you can accomplish. Yet, this is the way that most of us hope to live our lives; not without challenge, but with a challenge whose stature is not as great as our own.

However, God’s ways, as we well know, are not our ways. God’s plan for victory was detailed for Israel as they prepared to enter the Promised Land. Moses reminded the people of God’s plan for them in Deuteronomy 9:1–3.
1 Hear, O Israel: Thou art to pass over Jordan this day, to go in to possess nations greater and mightier than thyself, cities great and fenced up to heaven,
2 A people great and tall, the children of the Anakims, whom thou knowest, and of whom thou hast heard say, Who can stand before the children of Anak!
3 Understand therefore this day, that the LORD thy God is he which goeth over before thee; as a consuming fire he shall destroy them, and he shall bring them down before thy face: so shalt thou drive them out, and destroy them quickly, as the LORD hath said unto thee.
God painted no rosy picture for Israel regarding the strength of the people they were to face. We even see the use of the exclamation mark at the end of verse two. These were a fearsome foe.

God reminded Israel repeatedly that their enemies were bigger and stronger than they were.
Deuteronomy 4:38
To drive out nations from before thee greater and mightier than thou art…

Deuteronomy 7:1
When the LORD thy God shall bring thee into the land whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before thee, the Hittites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than thou;

Deuteronomy 9:1
Hear, O Israel: Thou art to pass over Jordan this day, to go in to possess nations greater and mightier than thyself, cities great and fenced up to heaven,
Deuteronomy 11:23b
And ye shall possess greater nations and mightier than yourselves.
There could be no doubt that God was painting a clear picture of the foe. There was no intention on God’s part to deceive His people regarding the reality of a mighty enemy.

Who were these “giants” in the land?

Deuteronomy 2:10–11
10 The Emims dwelt therein in times past, a people great, and many, and tall, as the Anakims;
11 Which also were accounted giants, as the Anakims; but the Moabites call them Emims.

Emims means “terrors.”
It is because of this “terror” that we, too, begin to shrink from the giants we face.

Sadly, the people had come to the conclusion that, since the giants were bigger than their own strength, victory was not possible.

Numbers 13:32–33
32 And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature.
33 And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.

We don’t necessarily call these giants “Emims” or “sons of Anak.” If asked, “How are you doing?” we don’t normally say, “I’ve got Emims.” But, nonetheless, we do face giants in our lives today.

Today, we often call our giants fear, or loneliness, or anger, or temptation, or discouragement, or doubt. They come in the form of unpaid bills and uncertainty about our future. They stand tall and they taunt us and, at times, we become paralyzed with fear. What is necessary for us to move forward as we begin this series on facing our giants? One word—courage.

Courage defined: courage begins with a surrender to God’s sovereignty and trust in God’s strength.

God, providentially, places giants along the pathway of every believer. We all face them. Not until our courage is the result of our trust that God knows what He’s doing and has the strength to do it, can we have any real sense of composure to face our giants.

Joshua was reminded that God knew what He was doing and that he was to take confidence in Him.

Joshua 1:6–7, 9
6 Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.
7 Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest.
9 Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.
I.
How Did Joshua Have Courage
A.
He was reminded of the command to be courageous.

Joshua 1:6a
Be strong and of a good courage.
B.
He was reminded that God’s presence would be with him.

Joshua 1:9
…the LORD thy God is with thee…
Illustration: Moses clearly understood the task that lay before him and the necessity of God’s presence.

Exodus 33:15
And he said unto him, If thy presence go not with me, carry us not up hence.

C.
He was reminded that God’s promise was still intact.

Joshua 1:6b
For unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them.

II.
When Courage Is Denied People Become Paralyzed
Just as when the spies brought back the evil report to Israel and the people cried and feared, so also because of Saul’s fear, his army was paralyzed with fear.

Goliath presented a legitimate threat to Israel, but not to God.

1 Samuel 17:11
When Saul and all Israel heard those words of the Philistine, they were dismayed, and greatly afraid.
King Saul acted no differently than the heathen king, Belshazzar:

Daniel 5:6
Then the king’s countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.

1 Samuel 17:23–24
23 And as he talked with them, behold, there came up the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the armies of the Philistines, and spake according to the same words: and David heard them.
24 And all the men of Israel, when they saw the man, fled from him, and were sore afraid.
III.
When Courage Is Demonstrated People Become Empowered
David heard the taunting of this heathen giant. The task may have been humanly impossible but, like Joshua, David knew that, “The Lord thy God is with thee withersoever thou goest” (Joshua1:9b).
1 Samuel 17:37
David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LORD be with thee.
David had seen God work in his own life; so now when he was confronted with a seemingly impossible situation, those miracles of the past served to remind this young man that he belonged to a God who could do anything!

David had confidence in the sovereignty of God in the face of danger and difficulty.
David’s choice of weaponry was not conventional—it was intentional.

1 Samuel 17:38–40
38 And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him with a coat of mail.
39 And David girded his sword upon his armour, and he assayed to go; for he had not proved it. And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; for I have not proved them. And David put them off him.
40 And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd’s bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine.
David goes out to fight with “sticks and stones.”
Look at the giant of Goliath’s confidence:

1 Samuel 17:41–44
41 And the Philistine came on and drew near unto David; and the man that bare the shield went before him.
42 And when the Philistine looked about, and saw David, he disdained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, and of a fair countenance.
43 And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that thou comest to me with staves? And the Philistine cursed David by his gods.
44 And the Philistine said to David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field.

Look at David’s courage:

1 Samuel 17:45–48
45 Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield: but I come to thee in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied.
46 This day will the LORD deliver thee into mine hand; and I will smite thee, and take thine head from thee; and I will give the carcases of the host of the Philistines this day unto the fowls of the air, and to the wild beasts of the earth; that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel.
47 And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD’S, and he will give you into our hands.
48 And it came to pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine.

David didn’t run from the obstacle, he ran toward it. This is what facing your giants is all about.

IV.
Courage in the Face of Giants Results in Deliverance
Not only was David about to deliver a dose of courage to Goliath, he was going to give some to the Israelites as well.

1 Samuel 17:49–53
49 And David put his hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth.
50 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and smote the Philistine, and slew him; but there was no sword in the hand of David.
51 Therefore David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, and cut off his head therewith. And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead, they fled.
52 And the men of Israel and of Judah arose, and shouted, and pursued the Philistines, until thou come to the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the Philistines fell down by the way to Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and unto Ekron.
53 And the children of Israel returned from chasing after the Philistines, and they spoiled their tents.
Conclusion: Don’t let anyone tell you that your giants aren’t real. They are. In fact, they are bigger, stronger, meaner, and more powerful than you. Perfect! Because when they are defeated—and they can be—it is God that gets the glory. Are you ready to face your giants?


