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Text: Genesis 37:12–36
Title: “This Is Good?” or “God Has a Plan”
Introduction: Have you ever asked the question, “Who is in charge here?” When looking at the life of Joseph, one might ask the same question.
During WWII, a soldier angrily demanded, “Why doesn’t God stop this war!” A Christian soldier standing nearby answered, “Why should He? He didn’t start it.” People blame God for things in life that they don’t like. They accuse Him of the trouble that they find themselves in. Yet God has given to man both the privilege, and the corresponding consequence of choice. Man’s actions do not thwart or in any way diminish the sovereignty of God.
Samuel Fisk wrote:

“The more profound a truth is, the more difficult it is to comprehend its total sweep, as is the case in the matter of recognizing God’s absolute sovereignty along with man’s free and responsible will. But anything short of acknowledging both, it appears, would be to see only one side of the picture.”
Because God is in control and is absolutely sovereign, we can always obey the clear teachings of Scripture, such as:

Colossians 3:15
And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful.

2 Corinthians 9:11
Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God.

2 Corinthians 4:15
For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.

Note: Redound means to excel, to exceed, to flow over what could ever have been expected.

Today, we often ask, “Is this really for my good?” “Am I to be thankful for this?” Yes, the Spirit-inspired Scriptures remain accurate when they pointedly say, “All things are for your sakes.” How we navigate all things remains the key. As challenges begin to mount in the life of Joseph, let’s see how his life “redounds” to the glory of God.

The pictures we will see in Joseph’s life are incredibly powerful. If any verse of Scripture speaking of Christ could also be applied to Joseph, our picture of Christ, it is John 1:11. It says: “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.”
I.
He Came Unto His Own (as part of God’s plan)
Genesis 37:12–14 
12 And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock in Shechem.
13 And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren feed the flock in Shechem? come, and I will send thee unto them. And he said to him, Here am I.
14 And he said to him, Go, I pray thee, see whether it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks; and bring me word again. So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.

Some picture Jacob as interested only in Joseph. This was not the case. Jacob was concerned about his sons that most would agree were wayward. 
We will notice two things about Joseph—no reserve, and no return.

A.
No reserve 

Notice Joseph’s readiness to go. “Here am I.” 
The name Hebron means “fellowship.” We can most readily understand that what Joseph enjoyed was fellowship with his father. Notice also the careful words used in Scripture when it says, “he sent him out of the vale of Hebron.” It is as if he crested the “protection” of Hebron and was found in a dangerous place. His father was willing to offer his well-beloved son, and the son, Joseph, was willing to follow his command.

You can almost hear old Jacob whisper to himself, “Surely they will receive my son!”
In Mark 12, Jesus told the parable of a man who had entrusted his vineyard to some stewards, but they had taken possession of it as if they were owners. They had killed the servants that he sent, so finally, he sent his own son.

Mark 12:6–7
6 Having yet therefore one son, his wellbeloved, he sent him also last unto them, saying, They will reverence my son.
7 But those husbandmen said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and the inheritance shall be ours.

Joseph was the son that was willing to go. Shechem was the place to which he would be going. It was a place of bad memories for Jacob and his family. It was the place where Dinah, Jacob’s daughter, had lost her moral innocence, and where Simeon and Levi lost their moral integrity. It was there that they slaughtered the men of Shechem. 
To such a dangerous place Joseph quickly said, “Here am I.”
Joseph appears to have held on to nothing tightly other than to do the will of his father. Jesus said:
John 4:34
Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.
John 6:38
For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.

Psalms 40:8
I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.

With great abandon, Joseph was not only resolved to do the will of his father, but it was his great joy.

The Bible says, “So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.”
B.
No return

Joseph came to Shechem. The name Shechem actually means “shoulder.” It brings to us the understanding that Shechem is the place bearing burdens.

Joseph left the vale of Hebron and all its fellowship to willingly come to the place of Shechem and begin to be the bearer of a burden, not his own. This is a perfect picture of what Christ did for us.
1 Peter 2:24
Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.

Isaiah 53:4–6
4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Jesus continues to be the burden-bearer for all who will come to Him.

Matthew 11:28–30
28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

II.
His Own Received Him Not (and God remains in control)
Genesis 37:18–20
18 And when they saw him afar off, even before he came near unto them, they conspired against him to slay him.
19 And they said one to another, Behold, this dreamer cometh.
20 Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him into some pit, and we will say, Some evil beast hath devoured him: and we shall see what will become of his dreams.
The pictures of Jesus from Joseph are obvious, but allow us to look practically for a few moments at what lay before Joseph.

Apparently, Jacob had grossly misunderstood his own children and what was in their hearts. He failed to understand the depravity of their wicked ways and the depth of hatred that they held toward Joseph. He failed to truly know his own children.

Sadly, some things haven’t changed. We also must know, not just our children, but also the human heart, which our children obviously possess.

Passive parenting appears to be the model left for us by Jacob. It didn’t work for him, nor will it work for us. Look at Jacob’s example: 
· He didn’t act when he learned of Reuben’s infidelity with his own wife.

· He did not respond when Simeon and Levi lied and then took the lives of the men of Shechem.

· We see no course of action taken when Joseph brought back to his father the “evil report” of his brother’s actions.

Passive parenting didn’t work for Jacob—it doesn’t work for us either.

Proverbs 29:15
The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.

· You need to know who your children’s friends are and what they are influencing your child to think and to do.

· You need to know what your children are doing on the Internet. 

· You need to know what your children are text messaging on their phones. 

· All this demands involvement.

Now, what happened to Joseph?
Illustration: Joseph’s brothers, like a keg of gunpowder, needed only a spark to set them off. Just the sight of that splendid coat of Joseph’s was all the spark they needed, the fuse was lit, and the explosion was imminent.

You can hear Joseph as he approaches his brothers: “Our father misses you and wants you home to Hebron. He is concerned and has sent me to convey his love.”
The parallel to Jesus here is obvious. Jesus said that He was sent to, “The lost sheep of the house of Israel.”
Joseph’s brothers attempted to thwart that which God had already revealed to him (his dreams). The words, “And we shall see what will become of his dreams,” are significant. Even as they cast Joseph into the pit, we can easily hear their jeering remarks of “guess what I’m dreaming about!” Maybe they shouted about dreams becoming nightmares.

Many great men in Scripture had a vision of what God would do that seemed to collapse around them.
· Moses saw himself as the deliverer of Israel at the age of 40. But then found himself on the backside of the desert until he was 80 before he saw his dream come true.

· David was anointed King over Israel when he was a teenager, but found himself hiding in a cave for his life, and then living with the Philistines before he heard “long live the King” shouted in his direction.

· The Apostle Peter experienced it when he drew his sword to protect his Lord, only to be huddled by a fire a few hours later to hear, from his own lips, his Lord cursed and rejected.

Maybe you, too, have seen your dreams come and go. Jesus said: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit” (John 12:24).
And the book of Proverbs tells us: “Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life” (Proverbs 13:12).

III.
God’s Plan Moves Forward
God, through the wicked actions of Joseph’s brothers intended the beginning of this trial for a 17 year old boy to be for good.

Joseph was now in Egypt, in Potiphar’s house. And, while none would suspect it, God’s plan was moving forward.
Genesis 15:13–14
13 And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred years;
14 And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great substance.
Why would Jacob need to leave the land of promise? We don’t know all of the reasons but some are easily seen:
· His children were already suffering the ill-effects of constant contact with the people of the land.

· They had not yet seen the mighty power of their God.

· They would need the “fire of affliction” to prepare them for the “taste of glory.”
Alfred Edersheim wrote:

Yet, though “known to God” were all these “His works from the beginning,” all parties were allowed, in the free exercise of their own choice, to follow their course, ignorant that all the while they were only contributing their share towards the fulfillment of God’s purposes. And in this lies the mystery of Divine providence, that it always worketh wonders, yet without seeming to work at all—whence also it so often escapes the observation of men.

Conclusion: Are you still asking the question, “Who is in charge here?” God is in control!

Has the providence of God escaped your observation? Are you frustrated and confused with circumstances that God has intended for your good?

Just as easily as we can see the life of Christ unfold before us in the life of Joseph, so we trust that the life of Christ is unfolding in us. 
God was as much in control of Joseph’s life as he cried out in the pit as He later would be when he would rule from the throne in Egypt. God was in control when Jesus Himself was “despised and rejected of men.” Trust me, He’s still in control of your life.


