Text: Ephesians 3:7–13
Title: Opening Eyes to the Gospel

Introduction: In verse 7, Paul continues his discussion of the great mystery of the Christian gospel (that was begun a few verses earlier), yet he does so in a way that is intensely personal and candid. Verse 13 reveals that Paul wrote this section of the letter because the Ephesian Christians were troubled by his suffering—not so much because they felt sorry and fearful for him (though, of course, they did), but because their faith was shaken by his sufferings.

They were troubled that a great apostle—the very fountainhead of truth, as far as they were concerned—should appear to be a helpless victim of Caesar’s cruelty, chained to a Roman soldier day and night.

Paul writes back and says, in effect, “You’ve got it all wrong. You don’t understand the true nature and purpose of my troubles. You see, suffering for the cause of Christ is the sure way to victory.” This mighty apostle had learned that the cross is always the pathway to a crown. Victory in Christ entails an element of sharing in the sufferings of Christ. So Paul is writing to assure them that everything is exactly as it should be. There is a point and a purpose to his sufferings.
Paul is trying to get the Ephesian Gentiles to understand the significance of the mystery of their salvation and of the church.
“For this cause”—Paul uses this phrase 16 times (15 times in the epistles and quoted once in Acts). His writings are very cause-oriented. He is explaining deep biblical truths.
I.
Paul: A Minister of the Gospel—vs. 7
Explain the word minister.
A.
According to the gift of grace
Explain Paul’s gift.
· Given by God’s grace

· Given by God’s power

Ephesians 4:8–12
8 Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.
9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth?
10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
God sent Paul to preach to the Gentiles and Peter to preach to the Jews.
B.
In spite of his condition, Paul never got over his salvation

Romans 7:18
For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.
II.
The Gospel: The Fellowship of the Mystery—vs. 8–10
Our fellowship as a local church is the gospel.

Romans 16:25
Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,
A.
Paul used two terms to describe the gospel
1.
Unsearchable riches
The word unsearchable means “not tracked out,” and by implication it would include “untraceable” or “past finding out.”
Quote: “It means that which cannot be traced out, or explored; which is inscrutable, or incomprehensible. The meaning here is, that there was a sufficiency in Christ which could not be traced out or explored. It was wholly incomprehensible. The fullness of the riches in him could not be appreciated. There is no more emphatic expression in the New Testament than this. It shows that the heart of the apostle was full of admiration of the sufficiency and glory that was in the Saviour; that he wanted words to express it; and that he considered it the highest honour to be permitted to tell the world that there were such riches in the Redeemer.”—Albert Barnes
2.
Manifold wisdom of God
God, as a master craftsman, is crafting our lives according to His manifold wisdom.
B.
Paul gave three facts about the gospel
1.
It has been God’s plan since the foundation of the world.

Romans 16:25–26
25Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,
26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith:

2.
The angels desire to know more about the gospel.
1 Peter 1:12
Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 

Angels do not know everything.
Matthew 24:36
But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.
Paul addresses the unseen world here in this passage. This “mystery” he speaks about is not fully understood by the principalities and powers in heavenly places.

Ephesians 6:12
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 

Many of the battles we fight are spiritual battles. Don’t get too caught up fighting people with flesh on them. Your enemy is not someone you know personally. It is the devil—smutty face! Why then do we spend so much of our time fighting each other?
Husband—wife

Neighbor—neighbor

Church member—church member

Brother—sister

Why do we get so upset with a brother in Christ when we feel he offended us? Why do we feel that we have to set it right? Lack of faith! We just can’t bring ourselves to trust God. So a wife has to get back at her husband. A teen has to pay back a parent who hurt them. A coworker has to ruin the reputation of a coworker.

Romans 12:9–21 (Turn there.)
9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.
10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another;
11 Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord;
12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;
13 Distributing to the necessity of saints; given to hospitality.
14 Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.
15 Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.
16 Be of the same mind one toward another. Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate. Be not wise in your own conceits.
17 Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.
18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.
19 Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.
20 Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.
21 Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.
1 Peter 1:9–12
9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.
10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:
11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow.
12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.
3. 
It is God’s intent that the church make it known.
Ephesians 3:10
To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,
III.
The Eternal Purpose—vs. 11–12

Paul never lets us forget that the source of this great mystery is our Lord Jesus Christ.

The phrase in Christ is used 10 times in Ephesians.
 The words Christ, Jesus, and Lord (sometimes combined) are used 64 times in 155 verses!

Romans 8:28–29
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
A.
We have boldness in Him
This was a theme of Paul’s writing. He often mentioned this theme. He spoke of not being “ashamed of the gospel of Christ.”
Illustration: Maybe you heard about the passenger in a taxi who leaned over to ask the driver a question and gently tapped him on the shoulder to get his attention. The driver screamed, lost control of the cab, nearly hit a bus, drove up over the curb, and stopped just inches from a large plate glass window. For a few moments everything was silent in the cab. Then, the shaking driver said, “Are you okay? I’m so sorry, but you scared the daylights out of me.”
The badly shaken passenger apologized to the driver and said, “I didn’t realize that a mere tap on the shoulder would startle someone so badly.” 

The driver replied, “No, no, I’m the one who is sorry, it’s entirely my fault, today is my very first day driving a cab. I’ve been driving a hearse for 25 years.”
B.
We have access with confidence
Conclusion:
