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Introduction: Children love to brag about their fathers. They say things like, “My Dad is the strongest, smartest, bestest (bad English, right idea) Dad in the whole world!” When I think about my Father, or should I say, “Our Father which art in Heaven,” there is nothing else to say, but “Hallowed be Thy name.”
It is true that words can’t begin to describe the magnitude of His greatness. However, let us today talk about 
our Father. It is what David was doing when he said the following:
1 Chronicles 29:10-13
10 Wherefore David blessed the Lord before all the congregation: and David said, Blessed be thou, Lord God of Israel our father, for ever and ever.
11 Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all.
12 Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all.
13 Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy glorious name.
The idea that God is viewed as our Father is one that is not loudly proclaimed in the Old Testament. It is certainly there, but it is somewhat shadowed. 
He is, however, revealed as:

· The Creator when He told us His name is Elohim.

· The God of covenant when He revealed Himself as Jehovah.
· The Lord through His name Adonai.

· The Almighty when He called His name El.

· The gracious Giver as El Shaddai.

· The Lord who provides when He told us He is Jehovah Jireh.

· Our Banner as Jehovah Nissi.

· The Lord our Peace when He revealed Himself as Jehovah Shalom.

· The Lord of Hosts through His name Jehovah Sabaoth.

· The Lord our Righteousness as Jehovah Tsidkenu.

· The Lord who is always there as Jehovah Shammah.

However, when Jesus came, He began to often speak of His Father. He spoke of Him personally, intimately, and collectively. In fact, His first recorded words connected Him with His Father.

Luke 2:49
And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?
John 14:8
Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.
Today, we honor God by speaking of Him, to Him, about Him, and even for Him. By this, God is honored. And, we too can speak of Him with intimacy—not with fearful distance.

Romans 8:15
For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.
King David couldn’t contain himself as it pertained to His Father. Nor should we.

I.
My Father Is Almighty

2 Corinthians 6:18
And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.
What kind of an almighty Father do we have? How has He displayed Himself as such?

He displayed His limitless imagination and design through His magnificent creation.

Genesis 1:16b
He made the stars also.
He demonstrated His power when He used a single stone and a trusting teenager to defeat a gloating Goliath.

He showed His power when an old prophet prayed a short prayer of 63 words and fire came down from Heaven that completely consumed a sacrifice and all that it rested on, proving to Israel that there is a God in Heaven and His name is not Baal.
He is the source of all power. From the multiplying of a molecule to the farthest reaches of the universe, He is the beginning and end of all power.

He cannot tire. When He uses or bestows power He looses none. He never needs to be refreshed or renewed. He never needs a vacation. He never tires of His needy children. He never wearies of His responsibilities. He is my God and He is my Father.

He is still as powerful today as He was:

· At Creation
· When He provided manna for Israel
· When He told a leprous general to dip in the Jordan
· When He made the lame to walk, the blind to see, and the deaf to hear

· When thousands of hungry were fed with 5 loaves and 2 fish
His strength pours out to you and it is not diminished. Much like the widow who poured the oil and filled one pitcher then another and another... and the oil continued.

What does this mean for you?

It means that there is NOTHING, I repeat NOTHING that your Almighty Father can’t handle in your life.

· Sickness

· Finances
· Marital problems
· Habitual sins
There is nothing in the history of all mankind that God can’t handle.
II.
My Father Is Longsuffering

Numbers 14:18
The Lord is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression
Psalm 86:15
But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth.
He was longsuffering when:

· Adam and Eve disobeyed Him in the Garden

· Abraham and Sarah laughed at the promise of a son

· Israel rejected Him and chose other gods

· One of His own denied His only begotten Son with curses three times

What does this mean for you?

It means that He is patient with you and that His love can never end. Even when you may have:
· Blushed to speak His name


· Failed miserably with your temper

· Reverted to your old fleshly ways

· Done what you said you’d never do again

Isaiah 65:2
I have spread out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which walketh in a way that was not good, after their own thoughts;

How often have you desired to be a help to someone who didn’t really want to be helped?

God doesn’t rely upon our faithfulness to Him; He relies upon His own faithfulness.

1 Thessalonians 5:24
Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it.
2 Thessalonians 3:3
But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.
How grateful we are that God’s position toward us is based on His own ability to accomplish that which we could never accomplish.

III.
My Father Is Righteous and Just
In Genesis 18:25 Abraham procalimed, “Shall not the judge of all the earth do right.”
Does this mean that my Father is never merciful? No! It means that He is merciful and just in a righteous, consistent way, not in an arbitrary, subjective way.

God’s compassion flows out of His goodness, and goodness without justice is not good. God spares us because He is good, but He could not be good if He were not just.

If God said, “Let’s just let everyone come to Heaven,” He would violate His justice and cease to be good. God can be both just and merciful.

Psalm 89:14
Justice and judgment are the habitation of thy throne: mercy and truth shall go before thy face.
Psalm 85:10
Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
Let’s look at some Scriptures that help us see both.

Romans 6:23
For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
This verse helps demonstrate both the justice and mercy of my Father.

· Sin has a price; we are all sinners.
· Justice must be met because of the “un-equity” of man.
· We don’t measure up to God’s standard of righteousness.
· A price must be paid for our unrighteousness.
Romans 5:6
For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
Romans 5:8
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Again we see both the justice and mercy of God.
· Justice = Sin must be paid for
· Mercy = “Christ died for us”
IV.
My Father Is Loving

1 John 3:1
Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God...
However, some may say, “Where is God’s love when I go through the storms of life?”
Isaiah 43:1–2
1 But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name; thou art mine.
2 When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.

In one sense, you could say that God loves us too much to keep us from the storms, and because He loves us, He cannot leave us in the storm.

It was because of God’s love that He lead His people out of the wilderness and into the Promised Land. If he didn’t love them, He wouldn’t have led them into the conflict they were about to face. But, He knew that He would lead them through the conflict, not just into it.
Illustration: Years ago a naval officer and his wife were at sea during a raging storm. Seeing the frantic look in her eyes, the experienced seaman tried unsuccessfully to subdue her fears. When she grabbed his arm and cried, “How can you be so calm in such a storm?” he drew his sword and said, “Are you afraid?” Without hesitation she answered, “Of course not!”
“Why not?” he inquired.

“Because I know that the sword is in the hand of my husband, and he loves me too much to hurt me.”
The man replied, “Remember, I too know whom I have believed, and He is the One who holds the winds in His fist and the waters in the hollow of His hand!” 

One of the most well known, most loved verses of all times helps us to understand the love of my Father.

John 3:16
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Conclusion: When we are born, we don’t choose our fathers. However, after we are born we choose our second Father.

We are born with a wicked, worldly father, called Satan.

John 8:44
Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.
I was placed by God’s goodness in my physical family, and I have chosen, by God’s grace my spiritual family.

2 Corinthians 6:18
And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.
Our prayer is that you will choose God as your Father today.

Psalm 106:48
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting: and let all the people say, Amen. Praise ye the Lord.
