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Text: 2 Corinthians 4:6–11

Title: Honoring God in Hard Times

Introduction: The word glory in verse six is the Greek word doxa. It is also translated in Scripture as honor. So, the honor that we desire to give to God is seen in the person of Jesus Christ.

Background: At the time of this writing, Paul was being severely attacked. His enemies had attacked his credibility as an apostle. They attacked his ability to communicate with any amount of oratory excellence. They even attacked his personal appearance. So, how did Paul respond? Our response is typically to defend ourselves. Not Paul. He embraced what they said as legitimate. And further, he claimed that it was these very weaknesses that magnified the power of Christ! No longer was the vessel impressive, it was what filled the vessel that became important.

By the way, if God always used impressive vessels, we may find ourselves magnifying the container rather than Christ who is to fill it. Remember, God uses us, earthen vessels—clay pots—to carry that which is beyond value.

2 Corinthians 4:7
But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.
Remember, God has not required us to be sinless to be used. If He did, He would be without any vessels but Christ. Even the noblest saints were far from perfect.
· Abraham, the father of the faithful, twice pretended his wife was his sister (Genesis 12:13; 20:2).

· Moses, the human deliverer of Israel from Egypt, had a fiery temper (Exodus 2:11–12) and was, by his own admission, a completely inadequate speaker (Exodus 4:10).

· David, a man after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13:14) and the sweet psalmist of Israel (2 Samuel 23:1), was guilty of adultery and murder (2 Samuel 11).
· Elijah boldly confronted hundreds of false prophets in the name of the God of Israel, and then, in doubt and fear, ran for his life from Jezebel (1 Kings 19:1–3).
· Isaiah, the noble prophet, confessed to being a man of unclean lips (Isaiah 6:5).
· Peter, the leader of the twelve apostles, openly confessed that he was “a sinful man” (Luke 5:8) and proved it by vehemently and repeatedly denying the Lord (Matthew 26:69–74).
· The Apostle John, the apostle of love, was also a “son of thunder,” who jealously sought to curtail the ministry of someone who was not part of his group (Mark 3:17; Luke 9:49). Later, he indignantly wanted to call down fire from Heaven to incinerate a Samaritan village that had rejected Jesus (Luke 9:54).

Paul was merely another in a long line of clay pots that God has successfully used. The genuineness of his apostleship in spite of his humanity is evident not from his human abilities, skills, or achievements, but from his spiritual character. This passage unfolds seven spiritual characteristics that marked Paul as a very useful clay pot. He was humble, invincible, sacrificial, fruitful, faithful, hopeful, and worshipful.

Earlier, in his first book to the church at Corinth, Paul wrote:

1 Corinthians 1:26–29
26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called:
27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;
28 And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:
29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 
Now, we begin to see one of the unexplained paradoxes of the Bible. Because of the filling of God’s Holy Spirit, these unimpressive “earthen vessels” become remarkably resilient to the challenges of life. They become these incredible “beacons of light” in any culture, through any challenge, in all persecutions, beyond any political leader, at any time.

I.
Affliction Does Not Bring Destruction

2 Corinthians 4:8–9
8 We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair;
9 Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;
Let’s look at the individual words in this passage:
Troubled—to press hard upon, to be in a narrow place. Simply put, it means to be under pressure.

Not distressed—not crushed
Perplexed—to be without resource

Not in despair—not destitute of resource

It was as if Paul was at a loss, but not a total loss. Like he was at the brink of defeat, but not defeated.

Persecuted—made to run, driven away, hunted

Not forsaken—abandoned. The Lord didn’t leave him while he was on the run.

Cast down—thrown down (as in a wrestling match)
Not destroyed—not ruined. He basically said, “I may have been knocked down, but not out.”
For an “earthen vessel” to endure all of this only magnifies the life of Christ in Him!

All of this enhances the life of Christ demonstrated in me!

II.
Affliction Is for the Purpose of Purification

2 Corinthians 4:17
For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.
Charles Spurgeon wrote: “God’s choice makes chosen men choice men…. We are chosen, not in the palace, but in the furnace. In the furnace, beauty is marred, fashion is destroyed, strength is melted, glory is consumed; yet here eternal love reveals its secrets….”
All too quickly, I am prone to stop here, with my purification, in my understanding of why God puts us through the fire. However, this is stopping short of God’s ultimate purpose of bringing glory to Himself.

Certainly, as James writes, adversity brings completion in the life of the believer. But, the purpose of this is ultimately to bring glory to God.

III.
Affliction Brings about Transformation
Isaiah 48:10
Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.
Note: This passage was written to the nation of Israel and has an application for us today.
Transformations usually come at great cost. The cost to transform land is expensive, but not nearly as costly as what we often personally experience in God’s work of transforming our lives.

Illustration: Mount Rushmore was built with some of the harshest tools known to man during its construction. It was not completed with a manicure set. It was refined with explosives, with great hammers and chisels.
God is not likely to use a manicure set to “transform” your life. He more often uses the hammers and chisels. He is often more direct than we would like for Him to be. It is only under these circumstances that we can be made into a vessel of His liking.

A.W. Tozer said, “If God has singled you out to be a special object of His grace you may expect Him to honor you with stricter discipline and greater suffering than less favored ones are called upon to endure.”
Conclusion: Oswald Chambers said, “To choose to suffer means that there is something wrong; to choose God’s will even if it means suffering is a very different thing. No healthy saint ever chooses suffering; he chooses God’s will, as Jesus did, whether it means suffering or not.”
I would submit to you that there are few ways in which you can honor God more than by choosing to trust Him, even in the furnace of affliction.

The question that remains is will you submit yourself to His will, even if that includes the hammer and chisel?


