Text: Ephesians 4:1–3
Title: Walking Worthy of Our Vocation
Introduction: The word beseech is translated from the Greek word paraklesis. It means “to implore or to desire.”
I.
A New Vocation

Colossians 1:10
That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

A.
A Worthy Walk
The word walk describes a manner of life, a custom of living, a lifestyle.
Paul moves from teaching grand, exalted, doctrinal truth to the realities of our everyday existence. He links the eternal plan of God to our daily grind. In order to carry out God’s eternal plan, we have to get along here on earth—in our families, in our churches, in the situations of our lives that are irritating, annoying, and downright frustrating. The unity of the Spirit is our witness to the world of the reality of our living, resurrected Lord.

The great truth of the Christian life is that a relationship with Christ affects the way we live our life!

Ephesians 2:10
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 

Ephesians 4:1
I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,
Ephesians 4:17
This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,
Ephesians 5:2
And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
Ephesians 5:8
For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:
Ephesians 5:15
See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,
B.
An Appointed Vocation (Ephesians 1:4, 12)
The first job of the church is not the welfare of other people—serving others is important, but not the central aspect of our calling. The first duty of our calling is that we live to the praise and the glory of God. We are designed and created to live holy and blameless lives before God.
The calling of the church is to declare by our word and to demonstrate by our lives the character and the work of Jesus Christ who lives within us. We are to talk to others about the reality of a life-changing encounter with a living Christ, and to demonstrate that change by an unselfish life of loving, forgiving, and serving others.

Paul calls us back to those great purposes of God for which the church was established. The church has no right to set its own agenda. It was placed here to carry out God’s agenda.
The Holy Spirit is given to the individual, and the mandate to be a witness is given to every Christian. Notice, this calling is always addressed to the individual Christian. It is amazing that the church is never addressed as a body in the Scriptures, but always as individual units within a body. Therefore the responsibility to fulfill this calling of the church belongs to every true Christian: We are all called—individually. We are all indwelt by the Holy Spirit—individually. We are all expected to fulfill our calling in the world—individually. The expression of the church’s witness may sometimes be corporate, but the responsibility to do so is always individual.

The church was not placed in the world with a mandate to correct the evils of society, but to declare and demonstrate the power of God in Jesus Christ. The great and beautiful paradox of the church is that the more it focuses on its true spiritual mandate, the more effective it is in correcting the ills and evils of society. But the more preoccupied the church becomes with a social agenda, the less effect it has in the world.
So how do we walk worthy?
II.
A New Character

Romans 8:9
But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
A.
A Character of Humility

1.
Lowliness

We have all felt overwhelmed or shamed by our ineptitude…

Illustration: The story is told about a young seminary student who confidently accepted an invitation to preach at a nearby church. When he mounted the platform and looked out over the congregation he realized he couldn’t talk. Fear had gotten the best of him, and he could not compose his nerves. He walked out of the auditorium humiliated. An older lady followed him and shared some valuable words of advice with him: “Young man, if you had only walked into the pulpit as you came down, you would have walked down as you went up.”
2.
Meekness

Meekness is setting aside your plans and being willing to follow Gods’ plan. Every Greek or Hebrew word I looked up concerning meekness was similar to the word for humble or humility. Christ was meek, lowly, and gentle! How does that reconcile with the fact that He went into the temple with a scourge, raised his voice, and turned over tables? A little phrase in the story, “Make not my Father’s house a house of merchandise.” Jesus was setting aside His plan and following His Father’s plan.
You see, a Christian is to be humble concerning soulwinning. You may say, “I want to do something else with that time. I have something else to do on Thursday or Saturday. I’m free to make my own choices.” Yes you are. You have the freedom to do your own thing, but you have the liberty to do what is right; and meekness says that you are interested in God’s plan more than in your own plan!
Moses was meek.
Numbers 12:3
(Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.) 
Moses did not want to go before Pharoah and demand that he let the children of Israel go. He felt unworthy, unqualified, and incapable. Why did he do it? Because he was meek. He set aside his desires, his own ambitions, his own plans, his own comfort, and chose to obey the voice of God.

Hebrews 11:25
Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;
Matthew 5:5 says that the meek shall inherit the earth. How is that? Because Matthew 6:33 says that if one seeks first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, that all these things (earthly things such as food, clothing, and shelter) will be added to him.

Being meek does not mean being a milquetoast or letting people run over you all the time. It literally means “disinterested.” It means that you are strong enough and confident enough to be “disinterested” in your own plan or agenda in order to defer to a higher authority.
B.
A Character of Love 

1.
Longsuffering patience
2.
Forbearing—put up with: bear with, endure, suffer
III.
A New Unity
The unity that the Holy Spirit brings is not ecumenicalism, but some of Paul’s letters addressed divisions in the church such as the division at Philippi.
Philippians 4:2–3
2 I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord.
3 And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life.

There were no divisions that we know of in the church at Ephesus, yet Paul wrote of unity often to them—Jews and Gentiles.

Division among Christians brings shame and disrepute to the church, to Christ, and to His gospel. Christian unity brings glory to Jesus Christ and demonstrates the reality of God’s grace, love, and forgiveness. In other words, our oneness is our witness!

A.
Unity of the Spirit
Consider the fact that the Holy Spirit lives inside every Christian. When Christians fight with one another, compete against, jealous, or are envious against other Christians they are living like those who oppose themselves.
2 Timothy 2:25
In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;

B.
Bond of Peace

1 Corinthians 4:18–21
18 Now some are puffed up, as though I would not come to you.
19 But I will come to you shortly, if the Lord will, and will know, not the speech of them which are puffed up, but the power.
20 For the kingdom of God is not in word, but in power.
21 What will ye? shall I come unto you with a rod, or in love, and in the spirit of meekness?
Conclusion:

A New Vocation

A New Character

A New Unity
