Text: Ephesians 4:3–6
Title: The Unity of Our Vocation
Introduction: What brings us the unity that Ephesians 4:3 tells us we are to endeavor to keep? Verses 4–6 tell us. Our unity does not come because we are all the same (tastes, preferences, etc.) Our unity comes because of a bond of peace.
We have different personalities, but we have a bond.
You see, historically, common interests or backgrounds have brought groups together. But the church has a variety of backgrounds—rich, poor, slave, free, male, female, Jew, Gentile, etc. Religions typically place a division between male and female, but the church brings all groups together to serve, fellowship, and grow.
I.
The Unity of Peace—v. 3
Proverbs 6:16–10
16 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him:
17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood,
18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief,
19 A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren.
Did something NOT on this list REALLY bother you this week and distract you from giving heed to something on this list?

If we are not careful, we gossip, sow discord, and think we are justified in doing so (usually about something that we feel stronger about than God or  about an area that is not in our realm of responsibility—that Sunday school teacher should not have taught about Joseph on Easter Sunday! He should have given a lesson on the cross!!) So we feel justified to sow discord because someone is doing something that we would not do. Listen, we are never given permission by God to sow discord!
A.
Through the Fruit of the Spirit
It is only through the miraculous work of the Holy Spirit that we can have true unity in a marriage, in a ministry, or in a church!
Poem: To dwell above with saints we love, 
O that will be glory! 
But to dwell below with saints we know--
Well, that’s another story!
B.
Through a Bond in Christ

John 17:11
And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are.

Here, the Lord said that He is not in the world, but we are. So, He wants the world to see Him IN US. What is His first thought after that statement? That they may be one…
John 17:21–23
21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.
22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:
23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.


In verse 21 we see that Jesus wants the world to believe that God sent Him and that He is the Son of God. How will that happen? “That they also [us] may be one in us.”
Verse 23 says, “That they may be made perfect in one…” why? “That the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.”
Our vocation is more important than my preference or yours. It is more important than comparison of two people. It affects eternity!! Remember that the next time you let something get under your skin and are tempted to sow discord.

Illustration: When many tender twigs are bound together they become strong.
The Unity of Peace…
II.
The Unity of a Relationship—v. 4
1 Corinthians 12:11–13
11 But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.
12 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.
13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.

He mentions two relationships that add to unity:
A.
The Church Family
We have a church where all are welcome, where there are no divisions—ethnicities, socio-economic backgrounds, Jew, Gentile, etc.
Ephesians 5:23
For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
Colossians 1:18
And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.
Colossians 1:24
Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body’s sake, which is the church:

The church is not a group of people who happen to believe a lot of the same things. It is a group of people who have the same Spirit and that Spirit has convinced us of the same things!

B.
The Holy Spirit
Now, Christians may not act unified, but there is unity already present in the Person of the Holy Spirit. Verse three calls it the unity of the Spirit.
There is an external unity, but much stronger is an internal unity. For example, brothers may argue with each other, but if you attack one they will both unify against you. Why? There is a stronger unity—same last name, and the same blood in their veins.
1.
We are called.
By the same Spirit, for the same purpose—His purpose; to be like Christ.
2.
We have one hope.
We will one day be redeemed to be conformed to the image of the Son of God (see Ephesians 1:18).
The Unity of Peace…

The Unity of a Relationship…
III.
The Unity of Doctrine—vv. 5–6
These are core essentials. We are fundamental because of doctrine. A fundamentalist in any discipline (sports, education, religion, etc.) is simply someone who knows, understands, and accepts the fundamentals.

Illustration: NFL training camps work on the fundamentals of offense and defense, etc. The team that has the best talent and displays the best fundamentals wins the Super Bowl.
While we have seen that the Bible is talking about unity in the Body—the church, there are those who would want to use it to promote ecumenicalism. Now, lest one mistake the talk of unity for talk of ecumenical “worship” (all religions getting together and condoning one another’s teachings), the Bible is clear here about the issue of doctrine.
1 John 4:1–3
1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.
2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:
3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.

Try the spirits—any spirit that denies the virgin birth, the blood atonement, the inerrancy of Scripture is not the HOLY SPIRIT.

Now, Scripture lists the truths that unify us: we see God the Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit—the trinity.
A.
One Lord Jesus Christ!
Look back at Ephesians 5:23. He is the head of the church. False religions will always pervert the truth of who Jesus is or pervert the truth of the gospel which is salvation by grace.

Even in our day, we see people who claim that they are Christ—one day the anti-Christ will do the same.

No one can truthfully say, as we sometimes hear, “Well, I have my truth and you have yours. I have my Christ and you have yours. I have my faith and you have yours.” There is only one truth, only one historic Jesus, and only one faith.

B.
One Faith
Our doctrine was once delivered (Jude 1:3), while some make the claims of Christ, no one can claim the virgin birth—it was an unmistakable sign that the Messiah had come!
Jude 1:3
Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.
2 Peter 1:16
For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
C.
One Baptism
Study: The Greek word ekklesia which is usually translated church is found one hundred and fifteen times in the New Testament. Ninety-two times of the hundred and fifteen the word has the common meaning of assembly. Generally, all scholars accept the ninety-two uses as meaning assembly.

The remaining twenty-three refer to the “church” in an abstract/general manner—not referring to a particular assembly or church.

Example: The black automobile in the parking lot has its lights on—SPECIFIC. The automobile is a great invention—ABSTRACT/General.
There is the local church and the Kingdom of God. The church and the kingdom are not one and the same. The kingdom includes all the saved on earth at any given time (Colossians 1:13; John 3:3, 5; Mark 10:13–15), while the church is composed of baptized believers. Let’s be careful not to take the emphasis off the local church. Hebrews 10:25 clearly states that the Lord wants us to assemble as a church.
D.
One God and Father
He is God AND Father.
Matthew 23:9
And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.

That is in the context of religious titles (not talking about calling your biological dad “father”). He was speaking of the Pharisees and Rabbis.
Romans 8:15
For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

1.
Above all
Matthew Henry said, “He is above all, by His essence, and with respect to the glorious perfections of His nature.”
2.
Through you all
Adam Clarke said, “Pervading everything; being present with everything; providing for all creatures; and by His energy supporting all things.”
 Colossians 1:17
And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.

3.
In you all

 Acts17:28
For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.
Paul was quoting their own philosophers and poets—Cleanthes and Aratus. He was using their own words to answer the eternal question of man—who am I, where did I come from, why am I here. Now, to the Ephesians, Paul answers that question!
Conclusion:

The Unity of Peace
The Unity of a Relationship
The Unity of Doctrine
