
In Him We Can 

by Ray Cazis
Text: Philippians 4:1-13

1 Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

 2 I beseech Euodias, and beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mind in the Lord.

 3 And I intreat thee also, true yokefellow, help those women which laboured with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and with other my fellowlabourers, whose names are in the book of life.

 4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.

 5 Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand.

 6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

 8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

 9 Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.

 10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity.

 11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.

 12  I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

 13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

INTRODUCTION: In chapter 4 Paul begins the chapter by giving basic instructions that we would expect. (Like a parent—clean your room, mind your manners, eat your vegetables.) Be faithful, have unity, guard your thoughts, be satisfied…simple, obvious but not so easy. V 13 Paul tells us how He did it.

Our church exists to

Exalt our wonderful Saviour

Encourage people through a loving church family

Educate people in Biblical truths

Equip people to use their God-given gifts

Evangelize our community and the world with the gospel

These are our purposes, this is Biblical, this is going to take all of our ministries and each one of us! What do you do in this ministry? Behind it stands one or more of these purposes. 

So we are here, attacking…

Matthew 16:18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

According to the Bible, the church is to be attacking the gates of Hell. That is a big job, and it is not something to take lightly.

How will we do it?

We attack and each person stands fast in his place.

  I. In Him we can stand fast. V. 1-2 

      Now, this does not mean we are going to sit  back and wait for things to come to us, wait

      for things to happen. ATTACK Why should we be predisposed to standing our ground in

      the attack in 2010? Because sin is rampant in our culture.

      STORY: In a View From The Zoo, Gary Richmond, a former zoo keeper, had this to say: 

      “Raccoons go through a glandular change at about 24 months. After that they often attack  

      their owners. Since a 30-pound raccoon can be equal to a 100-pound dog in a scrap, I felt   

      compelled to mention the change coming to a pet raccoon owned by a young friend of   

      mine, Julie. She listened politely as I explained the coming danger. I’ll never forget her 

      answer. “‘It will be different for me…’ And she smiled as she added, ‘Bandit wouldn’t hurt  

      me. He just wouldn’t.’ 

      “Three months later Julie underwent plastic surgery for facial lacerations sustained when  

      her adult raccoon attacked her for no apparent reason. Bandit was released into the wild.” 

      Sin, too, often comes dressed in an adorable guise, and as we play with it, how easy it is   

      to say, “It will be different for me.”

      A. Reaching Others In verse 2 Paul spoke of his “crown” referring to those in the 

church at Philippi that he had won to the Lord. The same word for crown is found in verse 25 in following text…

1 Corinthians 9:23 And this I do for the gospel's sake, that I might be partaker thereof with you.

24 Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.

25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.

 
26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:

27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.

Paul won brethren. Let’s be stedfast in soulwinning. IN HIM WE CAN!

Paul was not just concerned about winning them and leaving them. He desired to disciple them. He invested his life in people. That is the true essence of REACHING THEM!

ILLUSTRATION: I spent some time today with a family that is going to join the IBC on Sunday. This family was reached because some soulwinners from this church came to a soulwinning meeting one Saturday, heard a challenge, grabbed a map, some fall cards and began knocking on doors! Today that family has this testimony: “We love what God is doing here and we want to be a part of it. We just want to serve God here.”

Verse 9 says, “Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice.” Here, “learned” and “received” are paired together. It refers to the exhortations they got from Paul. These are formal learning situations. Then, “heard from me” and “seen in me” are joined together also. It refers to the example they observed from Paul. These are personal learning situations. There are others not here tonight who do not know Christ as personal Saviour and who do not know how to live a life that is pleasing to God. You need to reach them in 2010 – through your SS class, Adult Bible class, children’s church, soulwinning efforts, giving out tracts, through children’s ministry, through the nursery, as an usher.

     B. In Unity 

We are fighting for marriages! We are fighting for teenagers! We are fighting 
for college age young people! We are fighting for people who do not know Christ yet, but they will be introduced to Him in 2010. IF you can think of any challenge that God has allowed in your life and not BELIEVE that we can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me, then you are in the wrong meeting tonight!! We must ask God to work in our hearts, put aside our petty selfish, differences and ask God to unify us around HIS purpose tonight!! 

1. With the brethren     

    Notice how Paul starts this chapter – My dearly beloved…Paul loved the brethren!  
    Doesn’t sound like this was just a job to Paul! This was his life. Unity was important   

    to him.  Do you love those in this room?!! Do you love our church family?

    Paul tells these two to agree with each other, but not just giving in. Agree “in the 

    Lord.”


2. In the Lord 

     Paul encourages others in verse 3 – help them to be in unity. Stop your petty

      differences! We need to grow up. Stop casually blaming one another. 

     You say, I am just trying to serve the Lord. That is my only motive. So did these 

     ladies – verse 3 – labored with me in the gospel.

     You can’t look at me like that! You can’t talk to me like that. You can’t treat me like 

      that. I deserve better.

   If you can’t accept some blame and take a little heat because your ego won’t let 

   you, would you do it “IN THE LORD”?

   At the heart of this spirit of disunity is someone trying to make themselves look    

   good even at the expense of another person! There is pride.

   Philippians 2:1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any   

   fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,

                   2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 


      Church family, let’s love one another and serve our church family with a pure 

      heart!

      QUOTE: When the heart is pure the vision is clear.

In Him we can stand fast. Standing fast brings rejoicing. A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways. (means vacillating in opinion or purpose) a double spirited man.

When there is a stability in your life, your purpose is set, you are spending your life in His purpose, there is a calmness and joy that ensues.

 II. In Him we can rejoice. V. 4   chairo,  khah'-ee-ro – calmly happy or well off.

      Are you rejoicing today? Or perhaps you are caught up in the deficiencies of those 

around you. Is your spirit characterized by a calmness?

A. We are to rejoice in the Lord.  
Let your rejoicing be in the Lord. There is so much out there that clamors for our

attention and rejoicing that God did not intend to be the object of our rejoicing. Yes,

your spouse, your children, your service for God! Rejoice in the Lord and in His will for

your life.
QUOTE: Never doubt in the night what God gave you in the light.

Nehemiah 8:10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength.

ILLUSTRATION: Pauline Kent went home to be with the Lord 13 years ago yesterday! She was an elderly lady in our church, but she rejoiced. Our church family rejoiced in her life when we had her funeral. She is in Heaven!

B. We are to rejoice always. 
If we rejoice only when it is easy, only when it is convenient, what kind of a Christianity

is that? The world can do that – rejoice when get raise, at Disney World (Mickey),

when Christmas Day…
1 Thessalonians 5:16 Rejoice evermore.
III. In Him we can be content. V. 11-12 

      Rejoicing in the Lord brings contentment…when He is the object of your affection and

      your desire…

A. Contentment comes from knowledge. 
Contentment does not come naturally. Contentment does not come with material

possessions. Contentment does not come with a change of schedule, it does not come

with a change of positions or responsibility! It comes from knowledge which is why not 

everyone is content. Not everyone has learned or received this knowledge. Some of 

you are content people and some are not. The average person is discontent! Paul 

learned contentment – verse 11. Church, I do not understand this that I am about to 

read. I do not know why God chooses that sometimes. I do not know why He permits 

ministries and families to be in need…
2 Corinthians 11:27 In weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

 28 Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.

 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not?

 30 If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities.

1. Know how to be abased Do you know how to respond when you are put down? 

     Do you know how to keep hope? Do you know how to have a godly perspective?

     I love Paul’s balance – not just Can you be put down?! When God blesses you…

2. Know how to abound Do you know how to keep your priorities? Do you know 

     how to stay humble when you abound? Some people get very proud and are  

     impossible to be around!

     B. Contentment comes from instruction. 

(I am instructed…) mueo,  moo-eh'-o 

While contentment comes from instruction, and there are those amongst us who could 

teach a good lesson in contentment, Paul is not speaking of a human teacher here. This verse is the only time this word is found in God’s Word. The word instructed is found 19 times, but never in this form. The word mueo means to initiate! It means that God has initiated you, secretly taught you some lessons concerning contentment.

(This term is commonly used in relation to mysteries, and denoted being instructed in the secret doctrines that were taught in the ancient "mysteries." Passow. In those mysteries, it was only the "initiated" who were made acquainted with the lessons that were taught there. Paul says that he had been initiated into the lessons taught by trials and by prosperity. The secret and important lessons which these schools of adversity are fitted to teach he had had an ample opportunity of learning; and he had faithfully embraced the doctrines thus taught.)

(everywhere and in all things) God taught him, instructed him to be full and abound, and to be hungry and suffer need (have some needs? God teaches that…)

2 Corinthians 6:10 As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.

 11 O ye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, our heart is enlarged.

God has taught some of you these lessons. Did you ever have a lesson in school you did not want? I did – History of Civilization lessons, some chemistry lessons. Learning is not always fun, but even when learning is not fun, it is often necessary.

Some of you have been taught some secret lessons that God is just teaching you!

 Nobody knows what I go through for my family, for the ministry. No other staff 

 goes through what I do. Pastor does not understand my needs – no, maybe God is 

 teaching you something right now that He is not teaching anyone else!

 That was the case with Paul!!

I cried in my office as I originally considered this part of the outline! I thought of parents with children who have physical problems, of several whose personal finances right now are burdening beyond comprehension, of extended family problems and illnesses, and of others who are suffering from poor health and just want to feel better!!

 You are going to have some needs – that is in God’s plan. You are going to be full…

 In the previous example he listed what we consider the negative FIRST – abased, then abound. Now he changes the order…

1. Be full and hungry. This speaks of temporary needs and fulfillments – daily,  

     short range. If you are full tonight, you will probably be hungry in the morning.

     EXAMPLE: Do you have 3rd grade reasoning? Johnny cut the lawn twice this

     Saturday so he would not have to cut it next Saturday.

     EXAMPLE: Haircuts its hard time to make the time to go and get it done, and

     sometimes I wish could get two at a time!


2. Abound and suffer need. See v. 19 Literally to be inferior   Long Range.

                Remember, God is a sovereign God!  Peter and John understood that God was

                sovereign. Although they prayed that Jesus would not be crucified, and He was,

                and yet that brought salvation to mankind!

Conclusion:

IHWC stand fast…

IHWC rejoice…

IHWC be content…  

