
Responding to Injustice
(The Life of Joseph)
By Dr. Dan Reed
Text: Genesis 39:19-21, 40:14,15,23
The story of Joseph is perhaps the most instructive story in scripture regarding injustice and how to handle it. Injustice is a fact and the older and more thoughtful we become the more we see injustice around us. This world is not a just place to live.
Isa 59:14 And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter.
When I think of Hitler’s Germany and those millions of Jews and others who were mercilessly thrown into gas chambers after suffering the greatest of indignities, I know that justice is not always meted out in this world.
I love America and perhaps our system of justice has been the best in the world. Yet even in a land which declares “justice for all” we know that justice has not been perfect here. In the early years of our country both white men and Indians committed injustices to each other and perhaps neither can be exonerated absolutely.
During WWII over 100,000 Japanese people were taken from their homes and put into internment camps. Many of them did not know Japanese at all, they loved America and were by no means guilty of the crimes of their homeland, yet they were treated as people of guilt and shame. That was unjust.
Human slavery was practiced in this country for over 100 years. African Americans were not counted whole people at one time in our past and had no vote. I remember as a boy even in Birmingham, Alabama where I grew up, which was supposed to be the most segregated city in the south, separate water fountains for Caucasians and African Americans. That was unjust.
I remember when African Americans immediately got on a bus and went to the back seats, they were not allowed to occupy an empty seat at the front of a bus. That was unjust.
I could cite injustice that has been done all over the world and which is being practiced now. Many times it is done in the name of religion.
“Much persecution has come about not from bad men trying to make other men bad, but from good men trying to make other men good.” (Hegsted)
Sometimes injustice is intentional, people set out to do people wrong. Sometimes injustice is simply people living selfishly, not caring for others or not seeing other’s plight. 
The case of Joseph, was not just a blind spot in his brothers. His brothers intentionally did him wrong, He said, “You meant it for evil.” It was also true of Potiphar’s wife; she got it in for him, she was an evil woman and as Shakespeare said, “Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned.” Joseph happened to be in the place of a scorned woman.
Then, even in prison, helping the sadness of two prisoners, asking to be remembered, he is forgotten.
Three grave injustices were done to this man. The first was by those who should have loved him, his own family, his own flesh and blood, who even when he cried from the pit, they closed their ears and even made money off his sale. It was a true case of being sold into slavery.
But even there, he rose above it and prospered, but while trying to be pure, he came across a vindictive woman and a compromising owner, who would rather pacify his wife and keep the peace, than to defend a man who he knew was right. That’s twice now that Joseph suffered because people who liked him did not have the courage to defend him fully.
First, there was Reuben who wanted to deliver him, who had pity upon him, and who intended to deliver him, but when up against those brothers, he backed down and kept peace with his brothers rather than defend an innocent man. Then Potiphar, who doubtless knew of his wife’s lying schemes and the text gives it away, but in order to keep peace and keep down trouble, he is willing to put Joseph in prison.
And now, a forgetful butler, restored to his place in Pharaoh’s court, gets busy and forgets this man that God used in his life in the prison.
If any body had a right to be bitter, it was Joseph. If anyone had ever been done wrong, it was Joseph. 
How did this man overcome this?  What qualities got Joseph through the grave injustices committed against him? How did he keep from becoming bitter and sour and despondent? Even in the prison, He prospered. You couldn’t put Joseph in a place where his spirit and his work ethic did not cause him to prosper. What are the marks of a man who overcomes horrible injustice wrought upon him?
I.
His Faith 
I Jn. 5:4 This is the victory that overcomneth the world even our faith.” Joseph knew God and he knew two things about God that pulled him through all this. His faith was in:
A.
The Providence of God
The word “providence” means from the Greek, forethought, or to foresee. It means to see an end and to have a plan to get you to that end. For example if I am going to Chattanooga, if that is my end, in my mind at least,  plan how I am going to get there. Joseph knew that God had His hand on his life and that he had an end in mind.
Gen. 50:20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive.
Gen. 45:5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me before you to preserve life.
Wait Joseph, did I hear you say, “God sent you here?” Yes, that is what I said, “You sold me but God sent me!” You thought evil but God designed good.
You see, you can look at the hand of God, or you can look at the plan of God. The hand of God is men.
Ps 17:14 From men which are thy hand.
Men are always a second cause; God is always the first cause. You and I will never get bitter, never get sour at men if we see everything that happens as ultimately God’s plan to get us where He wants us!
O what Job lost! What a story! He lost his business, he lost his family, he lost the support of his wife, he lost his health. But he said,
Job 1:21 And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.
Wait Job! “The Sabeans came and took away your sheep and oxen.” “No, no the Lord took them.” “A whirlwind, a freak accident took your children.” “No, no, the Lord took them. I don’t know what the Lord is doing, but the Lord is at work!!”
My Father’s way may twist and turn, My heart my throb and ache,
But in my soul, I am glad I know, He maketh no mistake.
I sometimes want to reach out to the people I love and take away the hurt. But if I could do it, it would remove the hand of God that is always at work in our life, but probably more evidently at work in hurt and sorrow and loss than at other times.
Injustice, sorrow, hurt, denial, delay  is the shoving hand of God pushing us toward His purposes.
I am not headed to Chattanooga in my life, I am headed toward the image of Christ---and the anvil of God is sometimes injustice to get us where He wants us.
B.
The Faithfulness of God
Let us not forget, parents like Jacob sometimes act in ignorance, Potiphar’s are easily connived, brothers can be cruel, but God is always faithful. Joseph put his faith in God not men. When he was tempted by Potiphar’s wife, he said, “How can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?“
“Wait Joseph, you are so far from home and you have been done wrong, and here is a chance for advancement and favor.” “No, if I advance, I will advance doing right for God is faithful.”
That is what Jeremiah said, when he saw his beloved country fall and Jerusalem in a time of famine and mothers eating their own children for hunger;
Lam. 3:22 It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. 23 They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.
If you can have faith in God’s faithfulness when everything around you seems to be crumbling; when the men and the institutions you have trusted in fail you, then you will overcome injustice!
David ran for 10 years. He did nothing but good for Saul and Saul in his jealousy turned on him and chased him like an animal, from cave to cave, from country to country. Saul even threatened his mother and father such that David had to hide them. Saul took his wife, his daughter and gave her to another man! Talk about injustice!
Then when David got the kingdom, his own son rebelled against him and drove him from the palace and as he went out, a man named Shimei cursed him and called him a bloody man because of the blood he shed after he got to be king in fighting Saul’s son who wanted the kingdom. One of David’s men said, “Let me take off his head, he has cursed the king!”
2Sam 16:10 And the king said, What have I to do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah? so let him curse, because the LORD hath said unto him, Curse David… let him alone, and let him curse; for the LORD hath bidden him… It may be that the LORD will look on mine affliction, and that the LORD will requite me good for his cursing this day.
David understood the faithfulness of God. Justice will prevail in the end. Longfellow wrote:
Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind exceeding small;

Though with patience he stands waiting, with exactness grinds he all.
There’s so much now I cannot see, My eyesight’s far too dim,
But come what may, I’ll simply trust and leave it all to Him.
Joseph seemed to always be able to do that! He conquered injustice by his faith in the faithfulness of God. So the first mark of a man who handles injustice without bitterness is:
II.
His Focus  
Joseph’s focus was always on his responsibility in all that happened to him not on what others did wrong. Joseph was done wrong, horribly wrong. In his mind he could focus on the loss of 20 years of his life that he could have had with his father and his family. He was stripped of his firstborn privilege by his brothers and sent away.
We are not told in Genesis but in the Psalms:
Ps 105:17 He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant: 18 Whose feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in iron:
Whether that was when he was taken by the Midianites or when he went to prison we are not told. But he was physically abused. He could have focused on that and fumed about it!
But instead he focused on his own responsibility, how do I respond correctly.
When Potiphar’s wife tried to seduce him, he never thought about all the injustices done to him. No, he said,
Gen. 39:8 Behold, my master wotteth not what is with me in the house, and he hath committed all that he hath to my hand; 9 There is none greater in this house than I; neither hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, because thou art his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and sin against God?
Joseph did not focus on his brothers sins, he focused on his own personal responsibility where he was at the moment. Am I slave? I did not choose to be here but I will be a good slave. Am I in prison, I didn’t choose it. But I will be responsible for my actions and my countenance and my treatment of others. I will not focus on what people do to me, I will focus on my own personal responsibility.
Do you realize that Moses lost his opportunity to go into the promised land because of his temper.
Ps 106:2 They angered him also at the waters of strife, so that it went ill with Moses for their sakes: 33 Because they provoked his spirit, so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips.
When I am counseling with people I will often stop them when they blame their actions on someone else. If they say, “I did this because someone else did this…” “No, you did that because you chose to do it.”
You did not get drunk because of what you wife did--you chose to get drunk. You did not get sour because someone else did you wrong--you got sour because you decided to dote upon it and focus on how bad someone did you. You did not curse someone out because of how they treated you, you cursed them out because you chose to curse them. You could have just as easily chose not to curse!
Happy the day when you and I realize that God gave me the power to be controlled from within not from without. Nobody can control me unless I allow them to and I only allow them to if my fiocus is on what people do to me rather than on my responsibility to God.
Rom. 14:12 So then everyone of us shall give account of himself to God.
You may not be where you are because you decided to be there, but you are what you are because of your decisions and your reactions to your situation.
Joni Earickson Tada--as a bright, beautiful young 17 year old girl with all the dreams of any 17 year old girl--jumped into the water from  a standing raft--..she could have focused the rest of her life on what happened--instead she decided to focus on how she could best serve her God in her situation.
I could multiply illustrations but then I would not finish my message. Joseph handled injustice by focusing on his own responsibility to God where he was.  
III.
His Forgiveness  
Years later, Jacob has died. The brothers had been in the land for many years now. But they still feel like Joseph will someday try to get even.
Gen. 50:15  And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father was dead, they said, Joseph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did unto him. 16 And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, saying, Thy father did command before he died, saying, 17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin; for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake unto him. 18 And his brethren also went and fell down before his face; and they said, Behold, we be thy servants. 19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the place of God? 20 But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much people alive. 21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.
Forgiveness is the opposite of revenge. When someone hurts me, particularly if it is a deep hurt, an embarrassing hurt, a lingering hurt, down deep in this depraved heart, I want to see them get theirs. It often means, we carry a grudge. 
A grudge means, I can’t acknowledge you anymore. It means I can’t route for you anymore. It means I do not want you to succeed. It means I secretly rejoice when you fail. It means I am looking for an opportunity to say, “I told you so.” It means, when your name comes up, I cannot be totally for you. 
Someone has said, that, “Forgiveness is setting the prisoner free from bondage, only to discover that the prisoner was you.”
Forgiveness puts the light back in your eyes; it puts the lilt back in your step, it puts the love back in a marriage, it strikes the match in a cold friendship. It restores relationships. It restores my relationship with my God.
Mt 5:23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.
Somebody said, “Well, I can forgive but the relationship will never be the same.” Joseph said, 
21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourish you, and your little ones. And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto them.
Do you know why most people cannot keep close friends very long? Because they can only be someone’s friend until that person crosses them in some way. Or they can only be close to someone who agrees with them in everything. Or they begin to expect to be treated a certain way and sometimes it does not occur and happen the way they desire it to happen.

Conclusion:

   How do we biblically handle injustice?
I. Faith in God

A. In His Providence  

B. In His faithfulness

II. Focus on our Responsibility

III. Forgive those who wrong you

