Series: Abounding in Christ

Text: Ephesians 1:1-3

Title: Our Standing in Christ

Text: Ephesians 1:4-6

Title: Our Standing in Christ

Introduction: Ephesians 1:3-14 is made up of only three sentences. Paul uses adjectives to enrich our understanding of God’s blessings in Christ.

Illustration: A rich man was in the habit of giving his wife an expensive piece of jewelry every year on her birthday. One year he might phone the jeweler and say, “Send me your finest pearl necklace, along with your bill.” Or, “Send me your finest diamond pendant, along with your bill.” Or the finest emerald bracelet or ruby ring. Each time, the jeweler did as the rich man asked, dispatching a messenger to the rich man’s mansion to deliver the jewelry piece in a box along with his bill.
But every year the rich man would play a game with the jeweler. He would send the messenger back to the jeweler along with the original box, a note, and a check. The check was always written in the amount of several thousand dollars less than the price on the jeweler’s bill. The note would say, “Sir, I like the jewelry piece, but I do not like the price. If you will accept the enclosed check for a reduced amount, then please return the jewelry box with the seal unbroken.”
For years the jeweler put up with the rich man’s game, accepting the reduced check, and returning the box with the seal unbroken. He still made a profit on the jewelry, even if it was a lower profit than he liked—and at least he was able to keep the rich man’s trade year after year. In time, however, the jeweler began to tire of this charade.
Finally the day came when the rich man placed an order for a lavish diamond necklace, and the jeweler decided he would not get clipped again. As usual, the jeweler sent the necklace in a box, along with his bill. Again, as usual, the box was returned with a reduced check for payment and a note.
Enough was enough! The jeweler refused the check, kept the box, and sent the messenger away in disgust. When he opened the box to reclaim the necklace, he found that the necklace had been removed. In its place was a check for the entire amount of the jeweler’s bill.

For years, the rich man had been sending the entire asking price of each jewelry piece—hidden inside the sealed jewelry box. In all that time, the jeweler had accepted thousands of dollars less than he could have received—because he didn’t open the box and look inside.

The hidden riches of Christ are available to you and me, but to find them, we have to open the letter of Ephesians. It is here, in this letter, that we find the description of the riches we have in Jesus Christ.
Paul speaks passionately and extensively about these riches—and with good reason. Having traveled throughout the Roman Empire, he had seen the spiritual and material poverty of the Roman world. He had spoken to rulers, soldiers, business leaders, merchants, laborers, farmers, and slaves. He saw that all of them, regardless of material wealth or status, suffered from the same spiritual deprivation. All were depressed, discouraged, and beset with fears, anxieties, jealousies, and hostilities. They were under the grip of superstition and filled with the dread of the future. They had no hope of life beyond death.
Paul’s great joy and mission in life was to unfold to us the riches available to us in Jesus Christ—riches which liberate and transform us, bringing us into a new experience of joy, love, and radiant faith. He gloried in the vast riches of God in Jesus Christ.
Illustration: When children get excited they have a tendency to talk fast and at a constant rate…. Look at Ephesians 5:1: “Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children;”
Have you lost your excitement in Christ? Paul could not describe one truth or blessing without mentioning the next! Such great truths as:
Chosen

Predestination

Redemption

Forgiveness of sins

Riches of His grace

Abounded in us toward all wisdom and prudence

Inheritance of the saints

Security of the believer

Father—Ephesians 1:3-6

Son—Ephesians 1:7-12

Holy Spirit—Ephesians 1:13-14

I. We Are Chosen

Ephesians was written to saints (v. 1). Every saint/Christian was chosen before the foundation of the world to be defined by certain characteristics. Now, a Calvinistic approach to this passage is that the word chosen means that we were chosen to be saved. Friends, in order to be Calvinistic, it takes a lot of adding to Scripture. It takes reading into some passages and ignoring other passages of Scripture.
Let’s look at this passage of Scripture and others in light of the whole counsel of God. You see, there are several Bible terms (we will not look at them all now) that are biblical terms but are misused. The problem is not their existence, it is definition.

Predestination—I believe in predestination—biblically

Elect

Foreordained

Foreknowledge

Chosen
Every Christian was chosen to be currently and positionally in Christ. When you are “in Him” you are currently found:
A. To be holy physically—pure, morally blameless
The culture of the Ephesians was extremely wicked.

Romans 10:9-11 
9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

 B. To be without blame 

Colossians 1:20-22
20 And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.

21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled

22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:

Paul said, in verse 28 of Colossians chapter 1, that he preached, warning EVERY man. Why? So that one day every man may be perfect in Christ.

Colossians 1:28
Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:
Because of the peace that is made through the redemptive work of Christ on the cross, we are “unblameable” and “unreproveable” in His sight” “through death.”
I can understand why Paul was excited about these truths (in twelve verses he only used three sentences).

Now, it is evident that Paul was contrasting the culture of the Ephesians to the saints, the saved. We are to live lives that are contrary to the wicked culture of the day.

Culture accepts the indulgence of alcohol, Christians should not.

Culture accepts the worldly music, Christians should not. Realize there is music

that has the elements of rock music, rap music that belittles Bible truth and principles.

Culture accepts attendance at worldly venues such as Hollywood movies, Christians should not. It is because of our testimony and the vast majority of questionable movies that are shown in movie theatres that I believe Christians should avoid the movie theater.

Culture accepts attire that identifies one with the values and priorities of this world, Christians should not. Christians should accept attire that adheres to principles of distinction (gender), modesty (not revealing), and identity (associates one with biblical values and not worldly values).

We are chosen…(speaks of our current condition in Christ), but there is something that is going to happen to the Christian, to the person who is “in Him.”
Now, pay close attention to this next point. It is detailed, and you must listen carefully to the Scripture to understand this!!

 II. We Are Predestinated
Predestination is often misunderstood in the Scripture. Predestination is not a doctrine of confusion for unbelievers. It is a doctrine of security for the believer. This word appears four times in Scripture—twice in Ephesians 1 and twice in Romans 8. In our text, the Bible tells us that God has “predestinated us unto the adoption of children.” We must ask this question—what is the adoption of children?

Romans 8:23 answers that question biblically. The adoption is the “redemption of our body.” This means that one day our bodies will be redeemed. Much like we redeem a coupon by exchanging a worthless piece of paper for a discount of greater value. Those who are saved will one day have this old body that “groans within ourselves” exchanged, or redeemed, for a perfect body. That body will be in “the image of His Son” (Romans 8:29). This will occur at the rapture.

Romans 8:19-23

19 For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.

20 For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope,

21 Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.

23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.

Romans 8:29 
For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

A. Unto the adoption of children 

Romans 8:15-16

15 For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

 16 The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:

Adoption in Romans 8:23 is the redemption of the body. We are predestinated to one day have a glorified body and to be in the image of God’s Son. We are a part of the redemption of the body by the Holy Spirit. That is why I said that the doctrine of predestination is about the security of the believer and not about salvation.

We confirm this in Ephesians 1:13-14. How do we know we who are saved will receive that glorified body? God has given us an earnest—a down payment.

Ephesians 4:30
30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.

B. According to the good pleasure of His will 
1. It gives Him pleasure to use us for His will. Without faith it is impossible to please Him.

2. It gives Him pleasure that we will one day be like God’s Son.
3. It brings him pleasure when we are not conformed to this world on this earth.
Romans 12:2
2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

 C. To the praise of the glory of His grace
The fact that we will one day be in the image of the Son of God is due to the grace of God. The phrase, “to the praise of the glory,” or “His glory,” is found three times in this chapter.
Ephesians 1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.
 
Ephesians 1:12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.
Ephesians 1:14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased

possession, unto the praise of his glory.
Our lives are to bring praise to Him. We are “accepted in the beloved” when we trust Christ.
We are chosen…(speaks of our current condition in Christ).
We are predestinated…(one day we will be like Jesus Christ).
III. We Are Accepted v. 6—already accepted in the beloved—what confirmation? Earnest 

 of the Spirit in verses 13-14—accepted in the beloved

A. Christ made us accepted
The Greek word for accepted is charitoo (khar-ee-to’-o). It means to indue with special honor: be highly favoured. The same word is used in Luke 1.
Luke 1:28 
28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women.

Many look at Mary as a deity because she was the mother of Jesus. But the Bible teaches that we are as accepted as Mary when we trust Christ as Saviour.

B. We are accepted in the beloved
Matthew 3:17
17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
Conclusion: 

We are chosen…(speaks of our current condition in Christ).
We are predestinated…(one day we will be like Jesus Christ).
We are accepted…

2 Corinthians 8:9
9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.

So my question to you is: are you enjoying your inheritance?

Every morning, when the sunlight opens our eyes, our first thought should be, “I’m a child of the Father! I’ve been chosen by Him to be a member of His family! His peace, His joy, and His love are my legacy, my inheritance—and I can draw upon His riches every moment of every day, no matter what my circumstances may be.”
We do not have to live a life of defeat in sin. We can live a victorious Christian life, a holy life, blameless, having a good testimony…
Illustration: The story is told of an old Navajo Indian who became rich when oil was found on his property. He took all the money and put it in a bank. His banker became familiar with the habits of this old gentleman. Every so often, the Indian would show up at the bank and say to the banker, “Grass all gone, sheep all sick, water holes all dry.” Without a word, the banker would take the old Indian into the vault, show him several bags of silver dollars, and say, “All this is yours.” The old man would spend about an hour stacking up the dollars and counting them. Then he’d return the bags to their places, come out of the vault, and say, “Grass all green, sheep all well, water holes all full.”
It is amazing the change that comes over us when we simply review our resources and count our blessings. That is where true encouragement is found—in an honest accounting of the Father’s limitless resources and blessings, made available to us in Christ.

