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Introduction: Our Scripture today has to do with Jesus’ part in our redemption. God the Father planned our redemption (vs. 4-6), and God the Son provided our redemption. In verses 13-14 we see the Holy Spirit’s part of salvation.

Quote: The love demonstrated by the Father in freely giving His Son, the love demonstrated by the Son in freely giving Himself (the just for the unjust), will be the marvel of all eternity.—Oliver B. Greene

In Acts 19-20 we see that Paul spent three years in Ephesus—the longest time he spent in any one city or community. While Ephesus was the center of incredible immorality and heathen worship, he enjoyed an incredible revival there. Paul cried out against sin.

Acts 20:31
31Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.
The result was a spiritual revival. People brought their books of magic and curious arts, put them in a pile in the square, and burned them.

Acts 19:19-20

19 Many of them also which used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men: and they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.

20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.

Paul was not preaching against Diana as much as he was preaching about the Saviour.

Let’s see what Paul taught them about the Saviour.

 I. There Is Redemption in Him—v. 7 

A. Through the blood of Jesus Christ—His blood was sinless, guileless, pure, holy

In the garden of Eden after Adam and Eve sinned, they were covered by coats of skin—innocent animals gave their blood to provide a covering.

Later, their son Cain thought he could offer a sacrifice that contained no blood—fruit of the ground—vegetables, fruit—beautiful. In his own reasoning, that was sufficient. It was Abel who provided the acceptable sacrifice—one that required the shedding of blood.

Illustration: Do you use coupons? When you redeem coupons, you trade a piece of paper for $1, or $2, or sometimes hundreds of dollars! One day we are going to trade in this old, sick, disease-prone, decaying body for a glorified body.

The word redeem had to do with the slave trade.
Jesus came into our slave pit; He struck off our fetters and set us free. He restored us to fruitful, eternally-significant living. Paul goes on to tell us that in Christ, we have the forgiveness of sin. Those sins were once our slave chains, binding us in our enslaved condition. Our guilty awareness of those sins makes us hide from God and from each other—and even from ourselves. Sin brings shame, withdrawal, and denial. The memory of our sins makes us feel unacceptable to ourselves and others. The shame of sin makes us reclusive, secretive, suspicious, lonely, and despairing.

When Jesus comes into our lives, His light dispels the darkness of our sin. As He said to the woman who was caught in the act of adultery, “Neither do I condemn thee: Go and sin no more” (John 8:11b). By what right does this Man forgive the sins of others? How can He set our guilt aside and still remain just?

Paul’s answer: “We have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins” (Ephesians 1:7). That is how it happens. His blood paid the price for our redemption. His blood bought our liberation from enslavement to sin. His blood, spilled on a Cross of shame, set our guilt aside. That was the work of the Son.

The Cross is not a pleasant thing. Blood is a sticky, messy, even sickening subject for most people. There are many who faint at the sight of blood. A bloody Saviour is offensive to people because they do not understand why God insists upon blood before there is forgiveness. Yet there is no other way. Scripture is clear: “And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission” (Hebrews 9:22). Why? Because the blood underscores the reality of our guilt. Jesus died because we deserve to die. We deserve the judgment of God.

Jesus died in our place. His blood is the substitute for our blood; His Cross is the substitute for the cross you and I deserve.
2 Corinthians 5:21
21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.
The Jews required a sign. Did you ever feel as if you needed a sign from God that He is there, that He loves you, and is watching out for you? He offers you a sign—the sign of the Cross! It transcends all cultures and languages, but they did not see it that way. It was not a sign to them—it was a stumblingblock. The Cross was a stumblingblock to them. 
They missed the sign of the Cross because death on a tree was a sign of being accursed of God according to their law. The Jews were waiting for a sign. The Greeks were waiting for wisdom.
To the Greeks the Cross was foolishness! The word foolishness is found in the New Testament seven times. Six of those times are in 1 Corinthians. Paul used a term that was used by the Greeks—those who loved wisdom. It was as if he was saying, “Okay, I know you think this is foolishness, but let me tell you something. The foolishness of the Cross is wisdom.”
The Greeks elevated education. The way to salvation to them was through education and knowledge. 

Wisdom kept them from God—1 Corinthians 1:21. They were so educated they denied the 

power of the Cross because it did not make intellectual sense to them. They felt that wisdom was the way to God!

The Cross was foolishness to them. See verse 17—Paul was not going to rely on eloquent presentations at the expense of the power of the Cross. The power of a church service is not in a beautiful building, pretty songs, an eloquent preacher, technology…

B. Through the forgiveness of sins

Redemption—redemption of sins—those who are redeemed will one day have a glorified body, free of sin. This happens at the resurrection. While one is saved when he trusts Christ, those who are saved are waiting for the redemption. 

Ephesians 1:14—“until the redemption”

Ephesians 4:30—“day of redemption”

Hebrews 9:22—“without shedding of blood is no remission”
Colossians 1:14—“In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:”
C. According to the riches of His grace
Grace is unmerited love. Remember the coupon being redeemed—something of little value being redeemed by that of great value.

Titus 2:11
11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
II. There Is Knowledge in Him—vs. 8-10

A. He offers abundant wisdom and prudence

Prudence is insight and discretion. A Christian is able to discern current events and history in a way that the unsaved cannot.

Proverbs 3:5-6

5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

 6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

B. He makes known the mystery of His will

A mystery in Scripture is a previously hidden truth, now divinely revealed.
The wisdom and plan of God has been manifested in the life and ministry of Christ. Look at the Lord’s life, and you will see what Paul means. Take, for example, the Lord’s miracles. There is that beautiful passage in Isaiah 35:5-7 where the prophet predicts that God shall come to us, and that the result of His coming will be that the blind will see, the deaf will hear, the lame will leap, and the dumb will sing for joy. In other words, the coming of the Lord will be manifested by a great eruption of healing and gladness.

That is exactly what happened when Jesus came. He healed the blind, deaf, lame, mute, and more! He mastered the forces of nature, stilled the storm, changed water into wine, released captives from Satan’s bondage in the spiritual realm. This was the visible demonstration at the beginning of a work that is continuing today and which will one day be completed when all things in Heaven and on earth are united under the lordship of Jesus Christ.

1. It brings Him pleasure.

2. It fulfills His purpose—Ephesians 3:1-11

Colossians 1:24-28

24 Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for his body's sake, which is the church:

25 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God;

26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:

27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 

 Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:

28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:
III. There Is an Inheritance in Him—vs. 11-12

A. We will be like Him
Romans 8:29
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
2 Timothy1:9
9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,
B. He works all things to fulfill His will
His will cannot be thwarted, and prayer affects the affairs of men (example: “Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting” Matthew 17:21).
Isaiah 46:9-10

9 Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me,

10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure:
C. He works all things together for good

The actions of men (who have a free will) are not able to keep God from working good in the circumstances of those who love Him.

Romans 8:28
28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.
